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Abstract

This paper investigates how the shift to online classes during the COVID-19
pandemic transformed the pedagogical beliefs of Japanese language teachers
belonging to institutions outside the public education system in Brazil. A
qualitative analysis of semi-structured interviews with five teachers revealed that
their beliefs shifted from a conventional emphasis on grammatical accuracy
toward fostering students’ personal growth, such as promoting intercultural
understanding and the formation of learners’ identities. Furthermore, it was
observed that this transformation was facilitated by the teachers’ proactive
learning processes, including collaborative learning with others through
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participation in training sessions and self-directed study involving reflection on
their own practices. It is suggested that the dynamic process of teachers
proactively selecting and shifting between these learning methods, in response to
their individual circumstances and awareness of challenges, played a crucial role
in reconstructing their beliefs.

Keywords: Brazil, Japanese language education, Beliefs, Online learning,
Japanese language teachers
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