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Achievements and Challenges in Analyzing Regional Small and
Medium Enterprises in the Company Town Hitachi:
Focusing on Research Trends since the 1990s
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the points to be considered and issues to be
addressed by analyzing the actual conditions of regional SMEs under global
competition through a review of studies that have analyzed structural changes in
the Hitachi regional economy since the 1990s. In particular, this paper, [1] shows
the possibility of the analysis utilizing questionnaire surveys as well as changes in
the number of establishments, number of employees, and value of manufactured
goods shipped in the region, [2] analyzes the management history of
subcontracting cooperative associations, which have not been analyzed enough,
and [3] examines the necessity of focusing on the diverse survival strategies and
business development of SMEs, including not only companies aiming for
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independence but also “strong subcontractors”, independent-oriented firms, and
transferee firms to the region.

Keywords: Company town Hitachi, Regional small and medium-sized enterprises,
Strong subcontractors, Self-reliance, Cooperative associations
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