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The Representation of Alzheimer’s in Japanese Films
in the 1970s-1990s

IMA-IZUMI Yoko

This paper explores the way Alzheimer’s disease is depicted in Japanese films
in the 1970s—1990s, the forming phase of Japanese Alzheimer films, focusing on
changes in the relationship between patients and their caregivers. In the
epochal film Senile Person, based on Sawako Ariyoshi’s novel of the same title,
an old man with Alzheimer’s was introduced for the first time and proved to be
an effective subject of a film. But his inner voice was not yet heard, and the
spectators were not given clues to an understanding of what he felt about the
disease. His daughter-in-law who cared him was virtually the narrator of the
film. In the 1980s, however, Alzheimer’s victims themselves began to utter their
fear and agony. This change was not unrelated to the increased public
recognition of the disease in this transition period. Alzheimer’s centers were
founded, but the filmmakers paid much attention to the cold reality of aged
victims being cared by their equally aged spouses. Alzheimer’s victims were no
longer exclusively male, and female patients, now the protagonists in
Alzheimer films, and their aged husbands often ended up to commit a double
suicide in the films of the late 1980s to the 1990s. But the next decade from 2000
was to signal a new, hopeful phase of Japanese Alzheimer films.

[Keywords] Film, Alzheimer, dementia, senile, caregiving, male-to-female
ratio, Senile Person, Gray Sunset, A Promise, A Last Note, Yukie
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