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Comparing Tea Cultures in East Asia:

The Influence and Interchange between Japan and Taiwan

Ke Yi-hsun

The goal of this research is to reconsider the image of East Asian tea culture
by comparing tea cultures of Japan and Taiwan. The tea cultures in these two
countries have been researched as different culture systems, but a further
inquiry reveals that they have had strong relationship in many ways.

The ceremonial tea culture is originated from China, but it has developed
differently in Japan and Taiwan. On the one hand, Japan has established the
systematized tea ceremony, which is now well known as “Sado.” On the other,
Taiwan is now yet consolidating its tea ceremony, “Chagei”, with much
historical influence from the continent China and from the tea industry
promotion during the Japanese occupation period. Consequently, the systematic
research of the latter is still at the beginning.

The structure of argument is as follows. First, the historical interrelation of
tea cultures between Japan and Taiwan is briefly described. Then, the tea
industry and tea activities in Taiwan during the Japanese occupation period
will be analyzed through periodical documents. At last, the tea utensils in two
countries are compared. Tea utensils of two countries illustrate the import,
partial influence, and transformation of tea culture from Japan to Taiwan.
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