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A Research Note on The Characteristics

of the Fairy Tales of Kenji Miyazawa

Amira SAID Aly Youssef

This research note will talk about the characteristics and the features of the
children’s stories of the literary works of Kenji Miyazawa — a Japanese famous
author of children’s literature.

Kenji Miyazawa started to write fairy tales in 1918.in the same year, Miekichi
Suzuki published a children Magazine called “Akai Tori /Red Bird”. In the
word-slogan was written by Miekichi Suzuki in this magazine, Miekichi Suzuki
criticized the literary works that show the miserable life of the children. So,
Miekichi Suzuki declared that his magazine is looking for a young generation
of authors who write tales that show the pure and the innocent images of children.

“The fairy tales of IThatobu The Restaurant of Many Orders” is the only
collection that Kenji could publish in his life time. In the introduction of this
collection —he mentions that he presents a beautiful world in his fairy tales.
Also, he mentions that this lovely world is a part of his own illusion and he is
going to present it to all people. So, this introduction shows how the word-
slogan of “Akai Tori /Red Bird” gave effect to Kenji Miyazawa who started to
write fairy tales after he read this word.

According to the introduction of “The fairy tales of IThatobu The Restaurant
of Many Orders”, Kenji Miyazawa insists that his fairy tales should be
understandable to any person. So, as long as Kenji didn’t specify the object in
his introduction, we can say that his object here is not only children but also
adults. Also, Kenji mentions more than one time that what he presents in his
works are parts of his illusion. This means that we can consider the fairy tales
of Kenji Miyazawa as his own mental images .after all, Kenji declares that his
fairy tales don’t tell any lies or false but present materials for establishing a
new and lovely world. This guides us to think of the ideal world that Kenji may
present in his fairy tales.

So briefly, we can determine three main features which characterize the fairy
tales of Kenji Miyazawa:

1. The fairy tales of Kenji Miyazawa are Common fairy tales for all types of
readers.

2. Those fairy tales are mental images of Kenji Miyazawa.

3. Those unique fairy Tales present the ideal images of children and their world.
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