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Subjective Integration and Personal Network Structures of Migrants:
The Perspective of Brazilian Residents in the Tokai Area
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Abstract

This study investigates the subjective integration (the feeling of being integrated into a
host society) of foreign residents in Japan through personal network analysis. Personal
interviews were conducted with 21 Brazilian residents in the Tokai area, and network
diagrams were created for each interviewee to visualize their personal network structures.
The analysis results suggest that the main factors promoting subjective integration are
openness of networks and a strong desire to settle in Japan. In addition, interviewees who
have lived in Japan for a long period and have little difficulty conversing in Japanese tend
to have a higher sense of belonging to Japanese society. This study demonstrates that
personal network analysis is an effective method for understanding the sense of belonging
of migrants and explaining the degree of subjective integration into a host society.

Keywords: Brazilian Residents, Nikkei-Brazilian, Subjective Integration, Personal
Network, Sense of Belonging
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