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Abstract

What determines preferences for income redistribution? The political economy of income
redistribution argues that, in addition to material self-interest, negative externalities caused
by macroinequality yield greater preference for redistribution among the rich. To test this
argument experimentally, | conducted a conjoint analysis that takes into consideration the
multidimensional nature of redistribution policy. Using an original dataset of 1,855
respondents sampled from Japanese voters, | find that a policy profile that results in
increased household income greatly attracts voters. | also find that a policy profile that
decreases labor productivity is less likely to be supported by the rich while the poor are
indifferent about a decrease in that area, leading to suggestive evidence supporting the
impact of negative externalities on redistribution preferences.
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