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Influence of Japan on the Formation and Growth of the
Samsung Group from 1938 to 1987
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This paper focuses upon the period between 1938 and 1987 during which Lee Byung-chul, founder of
Samsung Group had run the conglomerate, and examines how much and in which ways the Samsung
Group had been influenced by and/or from Japan, from the viewpoints of capital building, growth model
and technology, in the course of which period Samsung had been growing to one of the largest Korean
conglomerates (chaebol). Samsung started out as a small local company under Japanese colonial rule. It is
natural to some extent for a company under colonial rule to rely upon the ruling Japan with regard to social
infrastructure, capital, technology, etc., and what is more important is how much and in which ways it did
rather than the extent of Japanese influence. Although after 1945 Japanese influence on Korean companies
diminished, compared to the colonial rule period, it was still very strong. The growth of Samsung showed
the characteristics of bonds with political power, business diversification, speedy response to domestic and
global market changes, and heavy reliance upon Japan and Japanese companies. First, Samsung borrowed
money from Japanese banks and companies for capital building. Second, regarding its growth model,
Samsung mainly borrowed business management skills and strategies, as well as imitated business models
of electronics and semi-conductors from Japanese companies. Third, Japan’s technological influence
consists of introducing training programs and quality control skills.
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P LANI=ZHWED Y AL —T T AN TV HE —REOERICA RO T T o N EEAN LT,
ARSI Z > NEAORIE, iR, HEENI <. BE%OEHORENMEF] TH o772 T
bb, BETIHOEFRIZTONT, BHICHLERESIIENTHE LN, v A ¥ =77 L3I,
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y&4¥9xwaéﬁﬂnkom%$Km5A®F4VA&%%\m%imm3A®P4v&%%\
1957 4FIZIE L AD KAV HflFE & 2 NOA XV AHAMHE 2 855 U BB B il 2 A7, £i2,
— BT, MEAOENE LY R4V LA XV RITIRE L, RO & OEImER 235 X 9
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NO—EHDORDOYIT, WL fthh L, 20T #AX/aJN~hkalmﬁPw%5ztc
($%)m0ﬁhw®ﬁé%5$#%ﬁ01<5@1F$fi@woto%Axyﬁi%%&%%ﬁﬁ\
FMEFE G BURE SN M EE 72720, Bz RS2 LICeE Liz) (FEE 1993:128-174),
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RN ARKE Do Ton b2, BFERIE, SRR & gEsh g 23 5 rIREZR ESETS, | LR T D
(o7 1997 37), BEFREEX, BETHEES~OEREZRE L, B2 GMMENRE D E T, Y
DZHEBHOFERBEEOSICRESEY ITL TV,

F 41k, V2RAVPHECELFBATLERFELZEEL-LDOTHD, Z0ORNPL, FLAAVRH
AT TRMOEOREL LAFRLEIEST-N, 28055 1414 (50%) BHADRELDE
FTHY ., FFIZ 1970 RO T FE TlE, BARBEL OERDBERMICE -T2 ERb0Dd, LA
NE, BARO ZPEEME SRS ERRL L, TIHE AR T IR EZED, 1969 43 12137 U4
TLEREORBRGLEZEET I AR EHR LT HDORNEMEALL, L, ZORML, &
EE LM, RFeEPL, pg L BUEOEEERE, HARDMEER ITHY T 21TBHEE) 76
W EZ T T2, 2o OMENT, BERBENARE WY LARA R, BFEEXET)—RFLTWEAER
DOEMT 2 MBI L CTEFERICER T2 & MmoCEOENTS Y =7 2 &85 LA L T\,
BFEEO BRURIC KX, FEFREET, FMEERRKHEZ S LT, BT EESOH S AEREDOHH %
RS E 5 Z & CZOMBEEMI LIzt _TWn5 (EFEE 1986: 206),

P LA NEFEEICHENT 70D LA =PEEMK S L 2 NEC AEET 8L D
AT 52 ThoTo, AR ZFEEMKIL. 1969 4 12 AT S, B4 A2 NEC 1%, 1970
F1HICY LA VESfEEERSEE LTRSS, L L, AR ZPEEMKE Y 522 NEC I,
APERLL O EEZIH TS LW REZ T 2 LN TE R o7, 1973 4E 12 ALK, EWNTET
HIGENATREIZ 72 > T D, KOO BTERHE D X 5127z, 1973 4K & T, |l 50t %20
T ZENTEP, FENEODTWHEE & LT, EWSE & AOFmER oF RN 5> £< T
RN oTmE DN 20D EBMERENTWS (Hry v 7 1997:37)

MEEOY LA NT, B THREHL Lo P=T 130 b A, BT EE OGRS TE TV
ST FTo. AFEICKERIFMEROE S #EM L ST, 1L AEEBAROEREEABL THAL T
oo 770 MREHE T BB ADRIE, BHEKE, B OBER S, ZIETXTOEETRE G/ —
k F—OEMRBELITHE > TV 2, BRBEEDT-DIC, RO D=7 = b 2 #EEICENEE T, £
g s S/ 5 LT, VAR OHNESCBTBH b BARICIKEL T, XMIHEBEEEZT L7
EL Bl DT (BEFEE 1986: 201-213)

#£5 EEEICBITDBARSOEMHE A (1969~1994 4F)

FE RITEAEE

1969 £ LR VEW  ZFBHREORMBEREICL 2T, BRT LEDHRI MK

1969 4 H LR NEC : CRT DEFEGLERE

1978 £ BEIVOZF7IVT REIVOZTYVITDOEMXET. BEETS5 Y MAHTHEREK

1981 £ YLAVEF  RENLIAIADIAT - FA—T RN X EEA

1983 & BLAVEF HENALI7IAVUEBOSAE REEA

1983 &£ HBLAVEF :IVC EVZ—D'5 VCREMIDS AU RAEEA

1983 £ YLRVEF  ZHEERI CHIRTERBEMOS Ao XEFEA

1984 & YLAVEF  EEZMLHT—T70 - FAX » EEEEROS Ao REEA

1984 £ YLRAVEF M EBE#EMISHENASHEMTEEA

1984 £ HLRAVEF  ZHEEHI LI/ O TERFTDS AU REEA

1985 4 YLRAVEF MTEEIST IR FOUBITOS A BV AEEA

1993 £ HLRAVEF RZELE8EM. 779V arEY—DHREAME

1994 £ Y LA UEF : NEC & 256MB DRAM DI T— 2 DRFEIZEE

- il AR % (1989: 371-374) ., Clifford (1994: 319) . Hobday (1995: 66-86) (Z3E-3u TIER.
ZDEHIT, VARV DOBETHERSOHER EHIROBRFZ, #ERIZEINE2 b > T EARDE

3L OERB IR ERI R EEEZ R L TW=DIEA N THSE, 7L, Y2 (1997)
NEERHLIED . HEEROBRFAENRNHEN AL—RXTERhoT-2 b L. FO-DEHNTBIENYL
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T LM TR o mlE, BETDHIVENRDH D, 20X ) g ADOFEH %, £ 5 (1EH
L7,

P AR NE, BIEEA~OEHOTZOIZ, 1969 #/>5 1973 4£F T, 4 DDORINSHEEFHNL LTZ, O
YA A ZPEEM (1969 4F 12 ARRSL) Tl TLvE, 994, 5—F L a—F— AT LFRED
SER LA, @Y LA NEC (19704 1 Hi%S5) Tik, HZHE, 7790 EREDOEMLE., @Y LA
VEHER—Y (197348 HRXN) TIE, Fa—F—, RWhaA N, BIEN T VA, BEarTo¥—
REOEE, @V LA a—=2F (1973412 A) Tk, 7799 VEN T AEAFE L, Zhb
D4 OoDOFEEEtE, AROETYEDL B, £/, 20 ob, TAV O a—=7 L DEHEH
Thsd ARy a—=27] PO I >O&MIT, TXTHARBEL DAL TH D,

BFENL, BIPEE~OER LI, BrEEICB T AR THEARIFEA) #E5L7, O
wHHORE |, @ TROEE RSN, @OFINEREEIORERMER, THbH, LA NE &5
VW) FEAZBLT, AV—T ICHINEZEAL, £, TRO THEERIULAEE] OHEAEZES
7203, Y AR O TROBESRYNLAEEY AT M, BANLEASINTZLOTHD, HE, 1T,
R EOHARDER SOV AT LB L, [T 0 EHTTA (PR a—=2T) —>F
a—F— R (LR =ZFER—Y) 5T T % (ML ANEC) - T LE (LR =
FEEM) | ITRFEESIND TREOBERINAEEZED D Z LICL > T, HIFOEE(LEZ B L=, &1
i 34 (A A NEC, LAY =P ENR—Y AR a—=27) [F, VLAARAVET (FARV =
FEEM) L3R, HifroFE OMfRE 7z, £ OWEO R T, HIPEA & e OmIZHB VT,
EVZORRE )V UNTEEET LN TEIZERDbiLs,

1960 FARD Y LA 1%, HEERIE (1963 7 A, Fritt R E&IE) . AmiRRi: (1963447 H. #HAE
), 2L BIREESE (1965 4F 10 A, B BUHK) . 2 LT, REhFERAFE (1966 4F 12 A, HHApHxs)
e EIC bR A EHEH L, BERINIF S EWENTGZ PO E L THREICER L, 20—,
EEEHHSICB O T, 1969 EIT, Y A A UWPENREE O R KOS L 7> T,

4. BREEHLELZIEADOEE (1974~1979 )

F 612 1974 4E) 5 1979 4 F TOEFEE LV 2 2 TR T 4 H/p R 2 3P0 7=, 1970 428
IEUE I AT - & S st (General Trading Companies) il D AL, HARDKREE 5 btk
TN I o Tz, AR L, BAROEGFELORINCEE S, AAROREE D it oRESL & 5%
BEIZOWTHFGE A el Cuhie, 197148 1 A, FEEREMEC TRAE S EtoBERICHE T 2 d#E) &
LR, 20T, AROREZZHEENET MR . BRI BIZHOW TR RGO
BEE= B0 L VIER LI b DO TH S, AR L, FNEREBHEN 197544 A 30 A, [HR&H
PAtLIEE DA BT A | BRET DHLURING, MEEGEEH OBAZEE L TWDTH 5,
FPEEEAEIC IR L BRI RAE D it 28T 2 B L FIEICET2NENEGENTE D,
D%, FTHEIE, RAES OB RICET 2EERE OMYOEMS 2% T AN (LA fE
5 1974: 28-30, V.4 A L FAEEE 1988: 375),

197545 A 19 A, AR UWRET, #E CTRYOBEE LSRG EEE S D 26, 1970 FARTE Y,
T LAPEL, VLR T N—T ORBEREOEE ZRT- LTz, AR UWYRET, T CICLE

25 WEESEE =0T, 55 2 IR Y . B AT R STV ANEE ST KFEEOER O EFTH H -
o T D ek T 1965 4D H L, 1983 D R FEIL E A OFSE e & A RSN O BEE R H D7
WICEERHZE 2B, £, WEEE 131987 4, Z2FHOENXTAADRFK L L THiET 51
EL. CANDOBMRITERITE 5 72, BFEEO 10 FEBEMICIE, BB S MEAEM A EEEY, ARV
TN—T1E, T LA &I BRI E T,

% gg[EOBA . 1975 ELCK, EHIERRO —> & LT, EBA¥TH Y . @SR HEED 2% B2
B LTV D & W) ERA 72 L CWiUE, AN E S EIT S 15 ROHEICL Y | P LHEE»ORE
HEwttE LTHRESND, WEESEAITImMIERIECR B, Bl Cemm 2 < o#E = 1F7z, L
2L, BEE O b & BURF O SRR 35k 2 (CBEIE S Hu, 2009 121, A S parhil B 23 AKX
k&t GEEEZ RS THREE 5w
http://www.archives.go.kr/next/search/listSubjectDescription.do?id=006706 (fx#&F% H 2015459 H 16 H)),
FREREBOHE X, 1975 4F, TRREE D REHIRERIE ) 253 TRAFELEZEI Lz, AR, BUKR
ARtk LG Rgth, KFEA v Z—F v a b Al TR EESNTWE (Va3 R 1983),
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L7zsa S oW E A MR L Tz, ARV T, MBSV EZBIRR L, BT~ 2k Lz,
B AR W PEDUEIN S E X, 1975 D 16 H T D, 1978 0 38 » T E TILK L=, F7=. BUF OB
a2 5o, MERE 25 LT (L A U fhsES 1988:380), Z D & 95 R s ., A X
v EREEOMOMBIL, EEETSG TORERI 2L, EEFFIIRAICR L 2 LN TE DS
HELR L T,

T LARACWPEX, TRIKE Tl TS AR R L, EEEmNGSE, BTEMODOETLEMLE T T b
NEHRHL LT, 1977, AR A—TF, 6K 2 T FAZim L7y, Zhid, sEE ORI
D 6%ITFHY T HBETH T, VAR YEOEIL, BRAEESMEEZEA LRIk, 1974 Fh
5 1976 £ TOM. K 7%HEM L7z (LA FhEEE 1988: 381), 1970 LK, T AR U WRED T
b, WICEEE T 3N MR L T\ D,

%6 1974~1979 FEDH A A L OFEEIEE O

s EFi - Y LA UBEEE

BAH) YLRV=ZHF - YLARUEHICHEBER
CHLARVEFIN—Y - HSLARVERN—VYHELER
s B LAV NEC - HLRVEEIZHETE

WS O AR EREERT : P TE~OES

(8A) YLAVEITEHRT

(12 A) BEFEHEEN 197853 8. VLA ERRHALER
1075 & (1B) hRTOO=ZF7) U J R

(58 198) YALARVUYE  BREESFEME 1SETE

(DNIEBSLEMIT. MEFSMEDEER

= AN s L
1976 (9 F) TEE. BEICTHEALEA EXERNOEERA]

(5 4 RBFFFK 5 » FFHERR]
(EE#HARTER]

1993 7. HLRVEBICHELER

S Uy A TEELEL
@F) LR VRERRERI 1995 £ 12 . Y LR WECEH

YLAVEF, YLARVZFERTZRIREH

YLAVEF  h5—TULELEMRE

(4R) YLRVEF : A7—TLEBRLE

(4 A) Y LR UFEMBRIL

1977 & (58) TYVEIZEN

(8 B) AR UEETERT 1987 2 B, Y LR UM TEELICHEETE

(10 B) LR VENEERRT

(12 B) LR GTE BIEHRIT

BEEFRIE (1980F4 ABIN) &4
(12 A) BEFEXKREI : @5 - FERFE~DEH ., 1982 F 12 A, Y LR VHFEKEEIC
HELEE

. ss— A 191 F 1B, YLRVI V=T VYIS
1978 & (4R) a)VF7IToO=ZT )UK B EE

YLAVEF @ 1EFLER (EREFA—H—)

A) =5 - FRE . JIL—TJRISRME (R#FEAEKIAEL)

1979 & (38) LR EENET

(5 A) YLRAUKREER : oo+ VRARRIREH

<[] 3. W E B R O AT
< B SRS (1986: 167-226, 280-282) | AR ES (1989 311-312) | F AR T —T [H LA RE)
http://about.samsung.co.kr/about/history.do (A #&R% B 2015 4£ 8 A 17 B), HIHT (2003: 21-24, 40-41) (ZHES W THERR.

P LA DEFTEA~OEEIT, BFOELFTEMBEBCRICADE TEDZLDOTHLH T,
P LA E, BORFOBECF TR IO 2, 1972 4, ELZETE~OREDLEEZ TS 2 L
PGE LT, AR AL, T AR RREE 2 Ik 5 2MESHE (1973-1977) ) I2BWT, S BT ¥4
GOELFTES~OENEZRI L (LA ESE 1988:394), 1ZEALOEEIL, AREBELD
Attt zE LT, BARELDEREELZB U TR SNISFE LT, AR U=
% (1969 1) | Y- A A NEC (1969 4F) | 5 —&iik (1972 4, L FESE & = JpE) | i 7 L (1973
B, RTNA—TT) FLAACETHE (1974 4, A)IEHFEEETIE), £ LT, AR FFEF (1983
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o REEA =) EBHD (AR RE=R 1988: 371-374),

B LA BT OEE, AT HEHOR 80%LL L2, BHANS DAL TH HITE, HARRIER L~
DIBTFER @D To, FLAAVE LS T AR 20858 ICkhiE, VAR E 2 H
KINOEA LT EB IR AFT 5 D1E, 1980 £ Thi< (L A1 1989:494), FFiT, AA
EEAOEIFIL, N CTHDIFTERANT 7= (VoY A 2008), £7-, Z OO L2 1%,
i, i, T =TT 4 U 7ICBWT, BT T2 RTCIHT 2 &N NS BEE
DO ENR OEMIZ LD D Th o712 (7, #£8),

#7 VLA EFOEBEAIT S MR R (1986 4F)

BAMELE 35.00%
A& 85.36%
FAUN 4.90%
A—O /N 2.10%
HE7Y7 7.30%

o Hl s YA X BT (1989: 494) .

#%8 BIEEICBIAYLRALT T L OEM O (1984 4, 1987 4F)

1984 £ 1987 &
Efan] Jn B thEE
HYLRAVITSUR 226 BH KL 33.80% 597 BA KL 34.60%
OEM 443 BH KL 66.20% 1130 5 KL 65.40%
&5t 669 BA KL 100% 1,727EB KL 100%

< HL s R FE T (1989: 497).

5. FEREREE~DEE (1980~1987 £F)

P LA AL, 1977 4 12 A, sEEMEEERA BN 5 2 & T, EEREEICERT 572D O£ 1T
Ui, FFEEIT, BrEE~OENR L RERIC, BARO-EREEN MR TS CEMLZ EH TS
T EICHERA L, 198342 A 8 H, ZFREEIL, VAR UNNEREEICHERT D Z LAY, Eh
BT DL ELHRRELILEHRE LT, ZORBONSERERIL, BRET AV IONAT 7 RENTT
WAL Z DTz, D7, AR O REFEEICK LT, REHITIERN Th -7, 1984
ELENTESZTET 200N L T LA IEBEERTS T L4 4 T 5 RVOMERKEHRE L,
18 RVITEBROSEITH NS, 4 T5 KUVIZHAOSEITH NS DR TH - 7=,

Hobday (2 LALiE, =8 EEED ) 27 2 Ei# L2V L A 1%, DRAM O KEAFEICHII L Tu=
HAROHENZHE S T & &Rk 7- (Hobday 1995: 81), AR, HEKEE~DHERZREEL THD,
10 » A% 1983 - 12 H. 64KDRAM DBHFEIZAEN L, 2 %D 1985 FFiZ1E, 256KDRAM D BH¥EIZ
D Uiz, EAREPNCRHT 2 KBEEEIX., BRORENRET L THY . HEREIZEDLIETHAR
DN DEBENRKE N1z, TOIAE LT, FH ISR AR EERT R Z AL T\
ENFFOND, BREL. (7 AV DOFRFHC LD EEREEA L CRETEZRE L BADY
RN T AV ATHGEEREL Tz, 7 A U I OEEREHET IMB S0 OEEZRITIZEDIZE A
EN AR O KBRS TREEEICH > TV ) LR T 5D (FFES 1986), HAMBEN
TAUHEF—my  EELVEEBEICH L THENTE27228b, ) —D20BBTHD, Y
WEIZE SR ER EETH Y, RSB DML BT, A Y TSR EE TRk
DM TIESH o723, TAV AL a—a v RORMEEOREZ TV LA 2 LML oT272
DEAEHE L BIPE AN B A IG5 2 LRS- (FHHE - FéfZ 2005),

P AR NL, EEERASOFHEE ORI G IR L0 AT 57 v oIS AEBA K E 7
EEZ 5D TEY ., TEENEZMETIVUICHEE - OBEEZED 5 Z L NHBHRS A ) —iE
RITRE D AATE, JRPEERERICB W T, ERENEZZ<BRELTWET AV IR HEARLVEN
TeHM 2 RA LTy, A ) P8R A AR TR OEN 2 L > TT AU B L VHEEAT
W Tholz, ZO LI IFEE T, Y AR AIKRM HARD NEC 206 8RN A EANTHZ &%
FHEI LTV a3, NEC BWHNBIRZ A, BARDOHINZEAT L Z LR TE o7, T AU I
HOFEMEN G IR o 7o, PHEEREIERIFIC WL, SEEN S OBEATIEZR LS, A
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@Iﬁ&ﬁ%%fﬂﬁ?é’&’bt(VVVVXZ%@ 7272 L. 64KDRAM & 256KDRAM O BA%E
« KEORETHMZ G LI@EERT AU I AHIFEOHEE b RKREhote 7, AR T, Ml
5_%%Lt&m_\&E@I&&m&/ﬁﬂﬁ%77xbf\%@lk@&m%%%ﬁmbko
64KDRAM & 256KDRAM BHIE DR INC LV . AR T KREAEFEAIZ U O, 1984 42, HAD
RPESE I, 256KDRAM OAfits T2 8 L, EETHTHY B 7% LILU DT, ZHUc L,
P AR NIRERITREZ T2, DI, VAR EEKEEIX. ~(f27nvy 727 /7 ay— (Micron
Technology Inc.) OFEATEE T, VLSI O KRR EAEFEIZRI) LTz, Oz, EETSHICEIT 5k
FEEINK Z 0 | REARO EETRMAEN T Lz, AR N NEROAFERIT U T-FIc, A
AROEREROT & T TRERABREZ T IZFIIA LN TND, AR EEKEE T
AARDEENSTIERL . TAY DORENSHINZFZALL, TOHE, LA B OFEATEZS
WAL, EETS CTHARDEELASTHMLIBS LTS, 912, ERaa iz Z oo
HiEF LD,

39 1980~1987 FE D A A v D FEEIL B O

Efi 7|< :H: _U_AZ/%L
BEFEKR (1977 £ 12 BB LA&#HS
s0 A BERTEERR f. 1982 & 12 A, $ LR EEHERIC
HEERE
BERGE (TBC) IEKBSIZIRIRES N D (BGOSR ABECEY)

1996 E 3 8. TR VIZHEBEER

lgglﬂz (lﬁ) i&@ﬁé&l?L\E”l [%5&@%%%5 ﬁﬁ%‘l‘@%ﬁ]

2R) YLRVFGAFVXEIL (TOHKF—L)

(4 R) HBEMESEE

G A) PN HSENMHERR (R LRV ERAHBEHE)

1982 4 (6 A) LR EREHERERB

BEYEARLBEEFAER. YLARVFE
(12 A) Y LR FEKBEE 2 BHRBELHEER

1984 F(ZlE, YLRVEFEBHEND

H LR UBEETERIL

1983 & (2A8H) RRESHER : #EMAR VLSIZX~DEHER

(12 B) LR HEKEIEIL 64KDRAM DBHFIZHII

1984 . FBKICH < EImEM B D FISEH FHBIE. BEFIFHE

1085 & 5 H) YARVT—R AT LRI 1997 £ 4 B LAY SDS IZHBESR

(5 B) #ME7— bR—)LBEREE

1986 & (2 A) FxmNBARE [HBEE] Hik

1987 £ (11 A 19 B) Z=RiLnE

1988 ZFRERISR  F2RIIL—TERIE

<[] i, s E B K VR AT R
< Wi Z=SEES (1986: 227-260, 282-286) | Z=EE &S (1989: 312-314) | VA AU T N—T [H AR U HE
http://about.samsung.co.kr/about/history.do (B H 2015 4= 8 A 17 H), MINT (2003: 24-25, 41) 1ZHESWTHERR.

ORI G | BREEE, LR VO)%%E“@**Z%T}Z%F%%K%% AR 4R 232D B
oo THAFEN 4JRRAI) &3, Ofemiet s BJEA 1, SO0EH L CRBICEIi 2 AL, v thz
BhRANZ AN T Z L @H?ﬁ%]\@%,m%ﬁ)ﬂc:%% WA EomE R E R 2 AT L TR
LDHEEMET DL @Y LA OHNEO A TTNTORMEZMRL X 5 L83, BEFOZEHE
T % EEPRAEANAIFERT (KIST) | R 2 5B (KAIST) | #EE R 2 EAN 1 it > 2 — (KORSTIC)
72 EVEEN OB 2+ BT % 2 & (@RI 2 E 22N HHEMEAD HRZHEIC T 5 2 &

A FRAVAD~A a7 7 rY (Micron Technology Inc.) 7> 513, 64KDRAM, 256KDRAM, IMDRAM
DOEAF. A4 > 7L (Intel Corporation) 7>5Hi%, 2> B a—XDOAEERKIN, v at-kwIarvyrx
— (National Semiconductor Corporation) 75 i%, & a2 &7 Z 8K OBEN TONE (T A
A RIS 1987),

2 WIBTIZ JAUE, 1982 4, A R U REREIE AL & & D 0Y (WIHT 2003: 41) A A L 8 RGE(E 1T
1980 4 4 HIZHIN L 7= i [E %ﬁm% 1982 FF 12 AICHAZEHE L bDThH D, ZDdb L. 1984 4,
AR EERBIFL, LA EFICRNAI IS (F 5 A LEKEE 1987).
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Thd (LA REFHIERT 1989: 129-130),

1980 A DI, HIRTZIT TR BN EMERF - HE T2 AF L L AMOFRICEBWN TS, HAD
bo b bHERE—ILET VLRI, HRFOBEICITEZHINAM 2T 2B E /) U T H
Molle, EELZHLE LT, BROBENOEE - 70 77 5428 AL, TOFELL
T, B2, BROBETHEDNL TV OLEM R EAED TRIR L, #E - 0V % 27 L% FRK
L7, B, ETHELZ LD, BELTWSHAROEFREICIREL., HMEEZZ TS5
ELBE - A E AT,

MEAEL AN T TR, MEEHEICBWTH, TARVITHARDOSWEERTFIEEZ RO A
Too REAPE /XTA%%A?“%G_}: TRV JFAmANE & AEPENER EOMLBEMENAE T, F,
LA =R A A NEC OB T t O Je 72 o Tokn Nl & =B ERT 2 WEIC
HoELTD, BAROEFRENMT-> TWIEEE (QC: Quality control) #iiE%E A L7z,

6. f&im

PLEXY 2 ETOMETITFELSBHLMIZIEINT IR o 7223 HEEN L3 b a2 518 T,
HADEAR L EEHRCEL DZ LA ERFE L TEX I EDNMRTE LW L) ABTIL. 2hz,
il 2 DEFED L)W LT, MEOREBNZRME CTH LY LA EZFERRIC L TEL L, #
E ORI Th b KERRFHEM TH AL AL 70— 1%, 1930 K, BOENOFEL LG L.
1950 EARIC X, B EN S AN ERLIC T2 ME Likd T, flkE, B, RBRpEZEICHEL L7, 1960
FERITIT, IR, v 223 BEE IO L, 1960 4R R ik, BFEEIC, F LT, 1970 £
I, AR, ERSEOBETF TEICFEEL LML LT, 1980 FRITIE, #%%&k@%%&mﬁ%
G LT U o, 1980 AEfRICix, ABBEEICER L, 2oL, ML LToOV AR DOE
X, FEE R ORI O A e il 72 o 72 L b b,

LA, AIEFE R OEOZRE~OITAEY, BHEL 05, FEOZMAL, EAN - FEEETSO
AL == X A~DOHGEHR TS & WV ) B AR LN S, ZOREOERE T, BAXITAROMSEIH,H
RS TWe, ZHETOMIETIEL, MO IZBUE A SCBUN O FEFEBUR 2218 U 7o S 2358
SNTEN, BRADOZIT B ONWTL, HEVERIN TR oTz, AT, BEFO#
[E MR OB T 522 TENCR DN TE T BARDEBIZONT, ZDRNTH, BALEBAD
BENY DAL DRI 2 1228 A R U CE 72, BT, ATt Z2RESREZHEL LT
VN7 1936 A= B 1987 4E F TO IR & kR #Az/wﬁmkﬁﬁ BIFDEANS ORBEE &
x%@ S5 SEHRRE | &m%%@so@@ﬁ%% L7,

I VEATRERFECE T 2 AN D OFBRRKE DA THL HNEARLEHOLEEDRE,
FEE DGR 72 BRI E 72 EORBER H - 7272, BARDOEITNHE DA - BRDEENS OFERE
BT LS ORMBEA R L C& 72, BREEIL, 1936 OFERBLEN D, BEREE ARDOEITNE DD
W FT-, WEHBUF & SR BMR A MR L CWOVEgIRENO BRI T ORiE 2 5572, 20
X9 ANEE AT L A& L, 1950 D 1960 AN E TH A AL DO FHEARREMIT & L TRty C
BY., BITROBEROEENDDOEEEZMEY MM bt Tz, Bl ZIX, AR L, 1964 K
R H R BEE DN LB o [ OE T TR, LA VEF~DORE, Em%l%mwﬁg
&ET HK%%E%@%A%%%EftO

. FERIEO B AR D OB OWTIX, HAROREE ;ORI OB N B E¥E
%#%%F%&k@fﬁ%%%fw@EM#ﬁi%né Bl IE. AR DOFEELTH DT %F
%m@@m I, Y, —PEERORAIESR CTh o RS 2R OEENRE ol HS
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This article aims to use Japan’s relations with Yugoslavia as a case in point to examine the character of
Japan’s development of relations with the communist countries of Eastern Europe during the Cold War.
This article employs previously unused archival sources from both Japan and Yugoslavia in an attempt to
reveal how Japan’s development of relations with countries outside of the Western bloc represented
rational pursuit of her national interests, and a tactic of balancing among superpowers. Furthermore, this
article shows the character of Japan’s foreign policy towards the communist countries of Eastern Europe. It
also attempts to assess the relative importance of external influences, influences of the superpowers, on the
development of Japan’s diplomatic relations with communist countries. This article reveals the motives
behind the development of relations from both sides, as well as the nature of relations and merits/demerits
which arose. This study represents a valuable asset in deepening the understanding of the character of
Japanese Cold War diplomatic relations with the communist countries of Eastern Europe, and its position
in the broader Japanese diplomatic history. It is argued here that Japan was developing relations with the
communist Yugoslavia, in spite of the differences in ideologies and economic systems, with a goal to
pursue her national interests and to balance the influence of the superpowers on foreign policy.

Keywords: Diplomatic history, East-West relations, Cold War, Japan, Yugoslavia

Introduction

During the cherry blossom season of 1968, Japan, the greatest American ally and supporter of the fight
against communism in East Asia, for the very first time in her postwar history, had welcomed one communist
president during a state visit. The president was President Josip Broz Tito, the leader of non-aligned, but yet
communist, Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia (hereafter—Yugoslavia). The visit lasted one week and
was organized as a maneuver in Japanese diplomacy to demonstrate how Japan was a country that maintained
friendly relations with all peace-loving countries of the world, regardless of their political ideology. The
implications went further than that and showed us that Japan had used this visit to improve her image on the
international and domestic level.

Japan and Yugoslavia reestablished their diplomatic relations in 1952 soon after Japan had regained her
sovereignty. Yugoslavia was among the countries that had been invited, but did not participate, in the San
Francisco Peace Conference in 1951.? Therefore, the two countries reestablished diplomatic relations later,

! Presented at the Fifth Asian Conference on Asian Studies, IAFOR, Kobe, May 28-31, 2015.

2 Nihon gaiko bunsho, heiwa joyaku no teiketsu ni kansuru chosho dai ichi [Documents on Japanese foreign policy:
records related to the conclusion of the [San Francisco] Peace Treaty, Vol. 1], Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(2001): 30-34.
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through notes verbales exchanged in February 1952. By the time of the reestablishment of relations, Japan and
Yugoslavia found themselves with different political and economic systems and opposing ideologies, which
made their relationship difficult. Their bilateral relationship was additionally influenced by the Cold War
tensions and interests of the superpowers. Japan belonged to the Western bloc, which fought to contain
communism; on the other hand, Yugoslavia was more an ally of the East than the West. Even though she did not
belong to the Eastern bloc, in line with her political and economic system and, moreover, with her ideology, she
inclined to the East.

However, in spite of all differences between them, Japan and Yugoslavia have worked on the
development of their bilateral relations throughout the Cold War period. Yugoslavia was among the first
communist countries to sign a trade treaty with Japan in 1959 and also to form a committee for the expansion of
trade relations in 1972. In addition, on the diplomatic level, the two countries exchanged numerous visits at high
levels of government, out of which certainly President Tito’s visit to Japan in 1968 was of the greatest
significance. Furthermore, in 1976, Yugoslavia was the first communist country in which members of the
Japanese Imperial Family, the Crown Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko, paid a visit.

This article discusses Japanese-Yugoslav bilateral relations from the Japanese perspective in an attempt
to look into Japan’s interests to maintain and develop relations with Yugoslavia, a country with an opposing
ideology. The relationship is set within the broader context of the Cold War environment. The article begins by
a brief insight into East-West relations during the Cold War, and continues with positioning Yugoslavia and
Japan within it. It then examines Japanese-Yugoslav relations with a particular focus on President Tito’s visit to
Japan.

In order to discuss this topic, this study is guided by three research questions. First, what was the nature
of Japanese-Yugoslav relations during the Cold War? Second, what was its place in Japanese foreign policy?
Third, what were the implications of President Tito’s visit for Japanese foreign policy? A proposed hypothesis is
that Japan maintained this relationship as a part of a pursuit for achieving her national interests in order to
balance her foreign policy vis-a-vis the superpowers.

With the purpose of providing an answer to the research questions, this study implements analysis of
primary sources, a method usually employed in the area of diplomatic history. Primary sources used for the
purposes of this study are diplomatic archival documents from the Japanese Diplomatic Archives (JDA) and
Yugoslav Diplomatic Archives (currently under a new name, the Serbian Diplomatic Archives) or YDA.
Additionally, the YDA are supplemented by the Yugoslav History Archives (YHA), which holds the Presidential
archives of Josip Broz Tito.

Considering the limited access to diplomatic records in East European countries until recently, and with
a gradually but delayed disclosing of documents at the Japanese archives, the limited body of research on
Japan’s relations with communist countries is understandable. New material from Soviet, East European, and
Chinese archives have provided us with new information about the Cold War and have even spurred new
approaches and analytical frameworks at the end of the past century.® However, availability of Japanese
diplomatic records is incomplete. According to a law passed in 1976, documents from Japan’s diplomatic
archives that are older than 30 years can be disclosed to the public. However, in practice, the materials have
been released at an uneven rate, and many are still waiting to be disclosed. During the research, upon the
request of the author, a small portion of the documents regarding Yugoslavia and other Eastern European
communist countries became available. However, approximately one-third of the documents regarding Eastern
European countries are yet to be disclosed.

There have been a few attempts to investigate Japan’s relations with East European countries during the
Cold War with a focus on the trade dimension.* Nevertheless, none of them have considered Yugoslavia. The

3 See John Lewis Gaddis. We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War History. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998); Tony
Smith. “New Bottles for New Wine: A Pericentric Framework for the Study of the Cold War.” Diplomatic History 24,
no. 4 (October 2000).

4 See Yataro Terada. “The System of Trade between Japan and the East European Countries, including the Soviet
Union.” Law and Contemporary Problems (1972); Jan Stankovsky and Michel Vale. "Japan's Economic Relations
with the USSR and Eastern Europe.” Soviet and Eastern European Foreign Trade (1976).
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vast amount of diplomatic (international) history literature focuses on the Cold War structure and on
international relations within it. And, naturally, it focuses on the most important relations during the Cold War—
the relations between the two superpowers—the United States and the Soviet Union (hereafter also referred to as
the USSR).5 Furthermore, there were few works regarding bilateral relations between countries belonging to
opposite blocs, and even fewer of them accounted for smaller countries” mutual relationships. The focus was
usually on countries’ relations with the superpowers® and only some of them were dealing with relations
between countries belonging to opposite blocs.” In addition, literature regarding Japanese relations with
communist countries predominantly focused on the relations with the Eastern superpower, the USSR, and the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), her immediate neighbor,® with only one analytical account of Japan’s
relations with an Eastern European country during the Cold War (Hungary) published in the Hungarian
language only.1® Even the general literature regarding Japanese post-war diplomatic relations focuses
predominantly on relations with the U.S. and China, as both were of utmost importance to Japan.*

This article starts a completely new chapter in the international historiography of Japan’s and
Yugoslavia’s Cold War. Moreover, it presents new evidence on Japan’s relations with communist countries from
Eastern Europe during the Cold War and Yugoslavia in particular. It sheds light on Japanese Cold War foreign
policy goals and how it endeavored to achieve them. Moreover, this study is an attempt to analyze bilateral
relations between countries believing in opposing ideologies and belonging to opposed blocs—one communist
country and one capitalist country during the Cold War. This deepens the understanding of the way smaller
nations'? were pursuing their national interests while attempting, at the same time, to find their place in the
world within the East-West structure. Furthermore, this study contributes to our understanding of Yugoslavia
and Japan’s respective relationship vis-a-vis the U.S. and the USSR.

1. The Cold War Structure
Within a few years after the end of the World War 11, events that kept occurring one after another such
as a decline of the Chinese Nationalists and the rise of the Communists, the deepening division of Korea, the

> For example, see Melvyn P. Leffler, and David S. Painter, eds. Origins of the Cold War: An International History.
Rewriting Histories. (New York: Routledge, 2005); John Lewis Gaddis. The Long Peace: Inquiries into the History of
the Cold War. (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1989); Walter La Feber. America, Russia, and the Cold War,
1945-2006. (Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2008); Richard Crockatt. The Fifty Years War: The United States and the Soviet
Union in World Politics, 1941-1991. (London: Routledge, 1996).

& See Frank Costigliola. France and the United States: The Cold Alliance since World War I1. (Twayne’s
International History Series. New York : Toronto, 1992); John Dumbrell. A Special Relationship: Anglo-American
Relations in the Cold War and after. (Houndmills, Hampshire : New York: Macmillan ; St. Martin’s Press, 2001).

7 See Witold M. Goralski, ed. Poland-Germany 1945-2007: From Confrontation to Cooperation and Partnership in
Europe: Studies and Documents. (Warsaw: The Polish Institute of International Affairs, 2007); Marcin Zaborowski.
Germany, Poland, and Europe: Conflict, Co-Operation, and Europeanization. (Issues in German Politics. Manchester,
New York, New York: Manchester University Press, distributed in the USA by Palgrave, 2004).

8 See Joseph P. Ferguson, Japanese-Russian Relations, 1907-2007. (London: Routledge, 2011); Swearingen, Rodger.
The Soviet Union and Postwar Japan: Escalating Challenge and Response. (Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution Press,
1978).

9 See Christopher Howe, ed. China and Japan: History, Trends, and Prospects. Studies on Contemporary China.
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996); Caroline Rose. Interpreting History in Sino-Japanese Relations: A Case Study in
Political Decision-Making. (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies Series. London ; New York: Routledge,
1998); Hanns-Glinther Hilpert, and René Haak, eds. Japan and China: Cooperation, Competition, and Conflict. (New
York: Palgrave, 2002).

10 1Idiké Farkas, et al, eds. Tanulmanyok a Magyar-Japdn Kapcsolatok Torténetébdl [Studies in the History of the
Hungarian-Japanese Relations]. (Budapest: ELTE E&tvds, 2009).

11 Makoto See lokibe and Robert D. Eldridge, eds. The Diplomatic History of Postwar Japan. (London ; New York:
Routledge, 2011); Glenn D. Hook, et al, eds. Japan’s International Relations: Politics, Economics and Security.
(Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies / Routledge Series. New York: Routledge, 2012); Frank Langdon. Japan’s
Foreign Policy. (Vancouver, B.C: University of British Columbia Press, 1973).

12 A “smaller nations” is a term first time used in Tony Smith. "New Bottles for New Wine: A Pericentric Framework
for the Study of the Cold War."; the term ““small allies” is from Keohane, Robert O. "The big influence of small
allies." Foreign Policy 2 (1971).
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Czech coup, and the Berlin blockade, created clear outlines of the Cold War. On one side of the conflict were
the U.S. and “the free world”; on the other were the Soviet Union and her Eastern European satellites.

The Cold War structure was essentially characterized by the confrontation between the U.S. and the
USSR, and their respective economic, political and security systems. The confrontation also extended to the
countries allied with them. The intensity of confrontation varied considerably throughout the Cold War period
and occasionally spilled over into ‘hot wars’ in East Asia (the Korean War 1950-1953 and the Vietnam War
1955-1975). Depending on the increase/decrease of tensions between the U.S. and the USSR, the intensity of
the diplomatic and trade relations between the countries belonging to the opposite blocs varied.

The Eastern bloc was comprised of communist states'® and members of the Warsaw Pact (formally, the
Treaty of Friendship, Co—operation, and Mutual Assistance) aligned with the USSR. In the region, there existed
two more communist countries—Yugoslavia and Albania—which were not aligned with the USSR after 1948 and
1960, respectively. All those states, regardless if they belonged to the Soviet alliance system, had centrally
planned economic systems with state-owned companies.

On the other side, the Western bloc was comprised of democratic states with capitalist economic
systems gathered around the United States in the form of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in
Western Europe or in other forms of alliances in other parts of the world. In that regard, Japan was aligned (and
still is) to the U.S. by a bilateral security treaty, first signed in 1951 in San Francisco, amended once in 1960,
and with automatic extensions since 1970. In any case, the U.S. committed herself to fight against communism
to contain the expansion of communism and the Soviet influence over the world.

Diplomatic relations were maintained between the blocs de jure, but de facto they were kept at low
levels with various prohibitions due to distrust on both sides. Both superpowers attempted to weaken the other
side, either by propaganda or by putting military capabilities on the smaller allies’ territories directed towards
each other.

2. Yugoslavia and Japan’s Place within the Cold War Structure

In the chain of the events at the beginning of the Cold War, however, one event did not seem to fit the
pattern. The Tito-Stalin rift of 1948 puzzled many. Yugoslavia found herself in an ungrateful position, stepping
out of her “tribe” and reaching out to an ideological enemy. Both sides were not sure how to deal with her.
President Tito was still a communist (a very orthodox one), and very loud and proud about it. However, by 1949
the Americans started throwing tens of millions of dollars to him. Military aid followed.

Yugoslavia, as the only defector from what the Americans believed to be a homogenous system of the
communist bloc, became not an affectionate ally in American hearts, but rather a tool to undermine the Soviet
bloc and destroy communism.** With the public announcement of the U.S.-Yugoslav agreement on military aid
in 1951, defection of Yugoslavia from the Eastern bloc became apparent. Or, at least, it was apparent until it was
not. Within a few years, by 1954, President Tito’s attempt to crawl back to the tribe once again bewildered
everyone.

Though eagerly accepting Western military aid, President Tito systematically avoided joining NATO
since he was aware that the membership would forever destroy any chance of reconciliation with the
international Communist movement. Also, the Yugoslav government would inevitably fall under the U.S.
control.*> With these fears in mind, and due to the events of Stalin’s death in 1953 and consequent turn in

13 The socialist states, or the communist states how they are called in the West (though they themselves claimed that
they have not achieved communism and therefore were socialist states), are the states that are governed by a single
party adhering to the ideology of Marxist-Leninism (or some variant of it) and in which the state has control over
industries and services. On this topic see more in Hans-Hermann Hoppe. A Theory of Socialism and Capitalism:
Economics, Politics, and Ethics. (The Ludwig von Mises Institute’s Studies in Austrian Economics. Boston: Kluwer
Academic Publishers, 1989).

14 Beatrice Heuser. Western “Containment™ Policies in the Cold War: The Yugoslav Case, 1948-53. (London ; New
York: Routledge, 1989): 215; and Lorraine M. Lees. Keeping Tito Afloat: The United States, Yugoslavia, and the Cold
War. (University Park, Pa: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1997): 227.

15 Svetozar Rajak. Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union in the Early Cold War: Reconciliation, Comradeship,
Confrontation, 1953-57. (Cold War History Series 26. New York: Routledge, 2011): 15.
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Soviet foreign policy towards Yugoslavia, President Tito decided to reconcile with the USSR and to take a step
back from progressing an alliance with the West. As a result, the country’s relations with the West and
particularly with the U.S. deteriorated.

Since already by 1956 it became evident that Yugoslav-Soviet reconciliation had not turned out to be
what President Tito expected, and Yugoslavia severely damaged relations with the West for the sake of that
reconciliation, he initiated a new Yugoslav foreign policy framework—cooperation with other unsettled and
powerless countries— with countries of the Third World. A meeting among the Egyptian President Nasser,
Indian Prime Minister Nehru and President Tito at the Yugoslav island of Brioni in 1956 was later regarded as
the most important meeting in the formation of the non-aligned movement (NAM). Since its first official
conference in Belgrade in 1961, the course of Yugoslav foreign policy definitely took a new turn and Yugoslavia
obtained a new, respectable and powerful position within the developing countries in Africa and Asia, and a
stronger balancing position vis-a-vis the East and West blocs.

On the other side during the first part of the Cold War, Japan herself obtained a respectable amount of
power within the international environment through her miraculous economic development. She became the
second leading (free-world) economy within less than twenty years from regaining sovereignty in 1952,

By the time Japan regained her sovereignty in 1952, the Cold War confrontation had already started and
Japan became a member of the Western bloc. Moreover, she was heavily dependent on the U.S. defense
umbrella, and thus her foreign policy was influenced by U.S. interests. The U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, first
signed in 1951, is the longest lasting treaty between two great powers since the 1648 Peace of Westphalia. Japan
was the greatest supporter of the U.S.’s containment strategy in the Asia-Pacific during the Cold War.

Setting security interests and political ideology aside, Japan realized that she could only grow stronger
through economic recovery and development, setting economic development as one of the main goals of her
foreign policy.*® The outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 coincided with this Japanese goal. Procurement for
U.S. needs during the Korean War boosted the Japanese economy sooner than had expected. Additionally, the
Korean War pointed out the geostrategic significance of Japan for U.S. interests in Asia. That is how Japanese
security interests and political beliefs coincided with her economic interests. But soon after the end of the
Korean War, it became clear that further expansion and diversification of foreign trade was necessary.

According to the Diplomatic Bluebook, the other important goals of Japan’s foreign policy at the time
were improving relations with South East Asian (SEA) countries and balancing relations with the U.S.17 In line
with economic diplomacy and improving relations with SEA countries, Japan was promoting relations
regardless of other SEA countries’ political systems. At the time, Japan was active in promoting relations with
Eastern European countries as well.

3. Japan’s Relations with Communist Countries

Due to the circumstances of the Cold War in South-East Asia, and her position within, Japan could not
openly cooperate with communist countries. However, regardless of ideology, Japanese leaders tried to pursue
Japan’s interests. In pursuit of economic development, Japan first explored opportunities in SEA markets.
Additionally, Japan explored options of pursuing trade with communist countries, not only the ones in Asia, but
she went even further to Europe. As stated in the Diplomatic Bluebook from 1957, Japan needed to improve her
foreign trade exchange in order to develop her economy.*® The principle was to expand trade relations with any
country, no matter the political system.*®

Regarding Japan—-PRC relations, though normalization of relations was not agreed upon until 1972, and
the official peace treaty was not signed until 1978, the two countries developed cooperation earlier, mostly in
trade. The cooperation was predominantly at the private sector level, and to some extent at the governmental
level, based on Japanese seikei bunri (the separation of trade from politics) policy. In recent years after World

¥ Gaiko seisho [Diplomatic Bluebook] 1957, Sasetsu [General topics]. (Tokyo. Japanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs).

17 Ibid.

18 Ibid.

1% Terada, 429.
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War 11, and even after regaining her sovereignty, Japan had her trade with PRC closely watched over by the U.S.
Moreover, it was inhibited by the U.S. policy to tighten control over communist markets. By the NSC 48/2,
Americans imposed export control on Japan, especially by controlling exports toward PRC, North Korea, the
USSR and her satellites. 2

Japan restored diplomatic relations with the communist countries of Eastern Europe by the end of the
1950s. This was not possible earlier since Japan had not established diplomatic relations with the USSR until
mid-1950. Japan and the USSR, although they had never signed a peace treaty, signed a joint declaration in
1956, thus reestablishing diplomatic relations. This was followed by signing a Protocol for developing a MFN
(most-favored- nation) treatment agreement and Fishery Agreement. In fact, Japan and the USSR conducted
trade regardless of their diplomatic frictions regarding territorial claims, the issue that lay at the heart of their
disagreements until the present. In the following year, Japan signed Joint Declarations for the restoration of
diplomatic relations with Czechoslovakia and Poland.?* By the beginning of the 1960s, Japan had signed
Commerce and Navigation Agreements with all Eastern European countries, including Yugoslavia.

4. Japan-Yugoslavia Relations: the Beginnings

Though the USSR, Czechoslovakia and Poland had participated in the San Francisco Peace Conference,
they refused to sign the peace treaty, therefore, Yugoslavia became the first communist country to terminate the
state of war and reestablish diplomatic relations with Japan in 1952,

While Japan belonged to Asia, aligning with the West and particularly with the U.S., Yugoslavia
belonged to East Europe and maintained good relations with the U.S. In the mid-1950s, when Japan and
Yugoslavia initiated their relations, Yugoslavia was in a particularly difficult period, with a deteriorated
relationship with both superpowers. Thus, she welcomed development of relations with Japan, especially
expanding trade and related Japanese investments and loans. According to the YDA, throughout the 1950s
Japan provided investment loans for construction and development of Yugoslav plants. The first investment loan
of 12 million USD for the Viscose plant was provided in 1954, for buying equipment from Mitsubishi Company,
and was provided by the Export-Import Bank of Japan.??

For Japan these relations aligned with her seikei bunri policy, principles that avoided direct
government-to-government agreements and negotiations. Although loans for investments in the Yugoslav
industry were coming from the Japanese Export-Import Bank, Japanese private trading companies were
guarantors and leaders in these endeavors. Therefore, even though the funds were coming from the Japanese
government, this system enabled the Japanese government to distance herself from the Yugoslav government.
As Yugoslav officials observed, this was a way to avoid potential complications regarding the collision of
Japanese politics with communist politics.?

After a few initial years of trade, Japan and Yugoslavia signed the Trade and Maritime Transport
Agreement in 1959, giving MFN status to each other. This agreement had more of a political effect on their
respective foreign policies, than it had actually on boosting the trade. At the time, both countries were still
struggling with their economic development. For Yugoslavia this agreement was part of the policy to lessen
dependence on both the U.S. and USSR, especially after the difficult period in the mid-1950s when relations
with both superpowers seriously deteriorated. Yugoslavia needed alternative markets and trading partners if she
wanted to succeed. At the same time, out of necessity, Yugoslavia started to diversify her diplomatic and trade
relations with many countries other than Japan as well. President Tito saw an opportunity to make alliances with

20 Yoko Yasuhara. “Japan, Communist China, and Export Controls in Asia, 1948-52.” Diplomatic History 10, no. 1
(January 1986): 81-83.

2L Gaiko seisho [Diplomatic Bluebook] 1957, Kakusetsu/ wagakuni to kaku chiiki to no ma no shomondai/
Sorenoyobi to kankei [Various topics/ Issues between Japan and various regions/ The Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe]. (Tokyo. Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs).

22 [Y]ugoslav [D]iplomatic [A]rchives, 1956, [B]ox 42 [Flolder 14 [FJile 44520, Informacija [Information note],
08.02.1956.

23 YDA, 1959, B56F41F430741, Zapis iz razgovora Soica i Konoa [Note from the conversation between Soic
['Yugoslav Embassy] and Kono [Business department of Export-Import Bank Japan]], 22.10.1959.
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Third World countries in order to obtain some political power within East-West relations.

As for Japan, through the 1950s, and especially after Prime Minister Yoshida Shigeru, Japanese prime
ministers started to focus on rebuilding relations with Asian countries. This was also an attempt to diversify
trade markets, but also for the purpose of Japan to obtain support from the regional countries, and to strengthen
her position vis-a-vis the U.S.

The trade volumes increased on both sides, as indicated in Table 1, but those numbers still represent a
very small part of the overall trade between Japan and Yugoslavia. Also, it is obvious that the agreement was
more beneficial to Japan than to Yugoslavia, having caused an imbalance between the exports and imports.
Moreover, the agreement appeared to have more impact on developing friendly relations between the two
distant countries. Both Japan and Yugoslavia needed trading partners in order to pursue more balanced politics
vis-a-vis the superpowers, upon which they were dependent.

Table 1: Japan and Yugoslavia trade in 1959 -1960.

Japan's exports (in millions of USD) 1958 1959 1960
In total 2876.80 3456.50 | 4054.50

Yugoslavia 1.18 9.92 5.84

Japan's imports (in millions of USD) 1958 1959 1960
In total 3033.40 3599.80 | 4491.50

Yugoslavia 0.003 0.68 2.80

Data adapted from: White Paper on International Economy and Trade, Ministry of International Trade and Industry
1961, New International Division of Labor, Tables: 2-33 and 2-34, and Detailed Exposition, Tables: 3-176 and 3-177.

Although the bilateral trade volume was not significant to boost of their respective economies, their
cooperation represented a step forward to independence from their dependence on the superpowers. Initial years
of developing relations during the 1950s set up a base for further development in the 1960s.

5. Tito’s Visit to Japan 1968

The decade of the 1960s was important for both Yugoslavia and Japan. Yugoslavia finally found her
own place and stopped depending on the interests of the superpowers. She participated in the creation of a third
non-aligned bloc. This provided her with more power vis-a-vis the superpowers and enabled her independence.

On the other hand, for the first time, Japan in the 1960s, recorded a surplus in foreign trade and became
the world’s third largest economy (after the U.S. and USSR). This put Japan in a long-desired respected position
in the international community. Yet this respected position did not remove fears of Western European countries
regarding Japan’s (un)fair trade. Either way, both Japan and Yugoslavia achieved a certain status and certain
amount of power in the world during this decade. Mutual relations were also blooming with intensified
high-level state visits.

Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito, during his diplomatic travels around the world, visited Japan in
April 1968. He was accompanied by a large delegation which included Secretary General Popovic Koca,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Nikezic Marko, various Members of the Council of the Federation, and
his spouse, Broz Jovanka. Tito and his associates stayed in Japan for one week (April 8-15, 1968). This was the
first visit by one president of a communist country to Japan, and Tito was the first communist leader to be
welcomed by the Japanese Emperor. During this one-week visit, Tito and his associates visited “sites of
economic interest, cultural and historic places in the cities of Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto, which offered them an
opportunity to get directly acquainted with the progress of the people of Japan in the economic and social fields,
as well as with their cultural traditions.”?

During their visit, Yugoslav representatives had numerous meetings with representatives from the

24 Y[ugoslav] H[istory] A[rchives] —P[residential] A[rchives], KPR 1-2/38-1, Put J. B. Tita u Japan, 8-15.1V 1968,
Zajednicko saopstenje, Komunike [J. B. Tito’s trip to Japan, 8-15.04.1968/ Joint statement/ Joint Communiqué].
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Japanese government, business circles, and non-governmental organizations. Moreover, Tito had meetings with
representatives of Keidanren, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Trade Association and the
Japan-Yugoslavia Association. They discussed various international problems and matters of common interest,
and exchanged views.?> One of the peculiarities of the visits was that the Japanese Emperor and the Empress
hosted a reception in their honor. Not only was it unusual for one monarch to welcome one anti-monarchist and
communist, but also this was the first occasion to do so. Tito was the first leader from a European communist
country to meet the Japanese Emperor.

Tito and Japanese Prime Minister Sato Eisaku met several times during the visit: When Sato first went
to welcome Tito, during three receptions (one at the Imperial Palace, one at the Prime Minister Sato’s residence
and one organized by President Tito), and during the official talks.?6 Prime Minister Sato was not unfamiliar
with Yugoslavia and her domestic and foreign policies, as he had actually visited Yugoslavia once before in an
official capacity as head of the Science and Technology Agency in 1964. Although according to the plan of his
visit at that time, Prime Minister Sato was not scheduled to meet with President Tito, he expressed his wishes to
do so. Unfortunately, this meeting was not possible at the time due to Tito’s absence from the country.?”

Later on, when Sato became prime minister of Japan, on several occasions Sato expressed his interest
regarding Tito’s diplomacy. On one such occasion during the meeting with the Yugoslav ambassador to Japan,
Vladimir Rolovic, where the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (JMOFA) deputy director for Eastern Europe
and socialist countries was also present, Sato officially invited Tito to visit Japan. This invitation came as a
surprise for JMOFA officials.?®

For the official meeting, President Tito and Prime Minister Sato met on April 9, 1968. They exchanged
opinions regarding the world’s most important issues and expressed their respective foreign policy goals, in
which they found their common basis to be endeavors towards world peace. Both leaders considered that
maintaining world peace occupied top priority.?® The two leaders paid special attention to the problem in
Vietnam, the crisis in the Middle East, disarmament, and the economic situation of developing countries.
Furthermore, they discussed the efficiency of the United Nations and agreed to cooperate on endeavors for its
improvement.®® Finally, President Tito and Prime Minister Sato agreed to continue to join efforts to promote
world peace, international cooperation, economic stability and progress in developing countries, and nuclear
non-proliferation. 3!

In general, the visit of President Tito and his associates contributed to a better understanding between
the two countries and for the advancement of future cooperation in politics, economy and culture.®? The two
countries were at such a distance from each other that their bilateral relationship was additionally inhibited with
a lack of information regarding each other, even though the developments in improving cooperation and

%5 [Japanese [D]iplomatic [A]rchives, A’-0403, Oshii shokoku daitoryé honpd homon kankei zakken, chito
yigosuravu~ia daitoryo kankei/ ippan [Visits to Japan’s Prime Minister from Europe; Yugoslav President Tito/
General information], 1968.

% |bid.

27 YHA, KPR 1-2/38-1, Put J. B. Tita u Japan, 8-15.1V 1968 / Dokumentacija o Pripremi posete/ Kako su tekli
razgovori sa japanskom vladom o poseti druga pretsednika Japanu [J. B. Tito’s trip to Japan, 8-15.04.1968/
Documentation regarding the visit preparations/ Conversations with Japanese government regarding the prospects for
the visit], by ambassador Rolovic, 1966.

2 bid.

2 IDA, A'-0403, Oshii shokoku daitoryé honpo homon kankei zakken, chito yiigosuravu~ia daitoryé kankei/ kaidan
kankei [Visits to Japan’s Prime Minister from Europe; Yugoslav President Tito/ The talks], 1968

30 YHA, KPR 1-2/38-1, Put J. B. Tita u Japan, 8-15.1V 1968/ Komunike [J. B. Tito’s trip to Japan, 8-15.04.1968/ Joint
Communiqué], 15.04.1968; JDA , A'-0403, Oshii shokoku daitoryé honpé homon kankei zakken, chité yiigosuravu~ia
daitoryo kankei/ kyodo komyunike [Visits to Japan’s Prime Minister from Europe; Yugoslav President Tito/ Joint
Communiqué], 15.04.1968.

31 Gaiko seisho [Diplomatic Bluebook] 1969, Kakusetsu/ wagakuni to kakkoku to no shomondai/ Soren T66 chiiki/
yojin oyobi shisetsu-dan no rainichi/ yigosuravu~ia no chito daitorys [Various topics/ Issues between Japan and
other countries/ Soviet Union and Eastern Europe/ Foreign dignitaries and delegations in Japan/ Yugoslav President
Tito]. (Tokyo. Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs).

32 Joint Communiqué, 15.04.1968
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relations in general existed, considering the difference in socio-political systems. However, beyond the broad
goals and benefits to the visit such as the exchange of information and improvement of bilateral relations, lay
more specific goals and interests of the Japanese government and the prime minister. Good organization of the
visit and great media coverage in Japan indicated the great interest of the Japanese government regarding this
visit. The Japanese government had many interests to carry out during this visit as well, foremost to show an
independent foreign policy. During the mandate of Prime Minister Sato, Japan initiated the pursuit of a more
independent foreign policy from the U.S. After obtaining significant economic power in the international system,
Japan was ready to take a step further to pursue political power as well. Maintaining and further developing
good relations with Yugoslavia, which became an influential country in Eastern Europe and among Third World
countries, showed that Japan was ready to handle Western and Eastern bloc countries equally by stepping out of
her U.S.-protected shell.

Furthermore, Japan aimed at improving her image within Third World countries (especially in the
South-East Asian region) in order to better pursue her role of a bridge between Asia and the West. Also, by
improving relations with countries of the region, Japan would gain more power vis-a-vis the U.S. Since
Yugoslavia was a leader of Third World nations, and had especially good relations with South East Asian
countries, she could help improve the Japanese position in the region.

An additional advantage of the visit was on a domestic level. The government was hoping to gain
support from opposition parties and non-governmental organizations (NGO), the Socialist Party of Japan (SPJ)
and the General Council of Trade Unions of Japan (Nihon rodo kumiai sohyo gikai or SOHY Q). Both the SPJ
and SOHYO cooperated with their respective counterparts in Yugoslavia. Thus developing diplomatic relations
with Yugoslavia at high levels of government provided greater support to the Japanese government within the
SPJ and SOHYO.

This visit aligned with Tito’s foreign policy goals as well. At the time, he was travelling around the
world in pursuit of building friendly relations with as many countries as possible in order to strengthen his
position within the non-aligned movement so as to strengthen the movement’s position vis-a-vis the blocs.

6. Further Developments

Starting from the late 1960s, once Japan grew economically stronger, she started promoting friendly
relations with all the countries of the world who shared similar perceptions and goals. That included socialist
countries as well, since “they live in the same international society although their political, economic and social
systems are different”.33 The goal of this policy was to “make it possible for Japan to have more options and to
act more flexibly to promote her national interests.”3*

Japan created committees for improving trade relations with the communist countries of Eastern
Europe. The first committee which was established was the Japanese-Soviet Economic Committee in 1965.
Members of this committee were representatives from economic institutions and social organizations, which
differed depending on the country with which Japan was dealing. Usually the committees were comprised of the
Keidanren (the Federation of Economic Organizations), the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and
various civil organizations. Committees with other Eastern European countries were established in 1971 (East
Germany and Hungary) and in 1972 (Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Poland and Yugoslavia).® The
Yugoslav side welcomed this initiative very much, since it meant improving trade relations and possibly
resolving the huge deficit in Yugoslav side, which was a characteristic of the bilateral trade since the beginning.

One more peculiarity of the bilateral relationship development was that the Japanese Crown Prince and
Princess paid a visit to Yugoslavia in 1976. Yugoslavia was the first communist country to be visited by
members of the Japanese Royal family. Only a few years later, in 1979, the Crown Prince and Princess visited
Romania and Bulgaria.*®

33 Gaiko seisho [Diplomatic Bluebook] 1972, Waga gaiké no kicho/ sho gaikoku to no kankei no zashin [The basics
of our diplomacy/ Promotion of relations with foreign countries]. (Tokyo. Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs).

3 Ibid.

% Terada, 437-440.

3% "|ist of Abroad Visits of the Royal Family (1953 - 1988)." The Imperial Household Agency.
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7. Conclusion

This article examined documents stored in the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan and the present Diplomatic Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia (which
inherited diplomatic materials after the collapse of Yugoslavia). A careful analysis of their content provides us
with important conclusions relevant for the understanding of the nature of the bilateral relations between Japan
and Yugoslavia. In addition, it also provides us with an insight into the Japanese foreign policy towards
communist countries of Eastern Europe during the Cold War period.

First, this article described how smaller powers pursued their national interests within the Cold War
structure based on the example of Japanese-Yugoslav relations. By analyzing bilateral relations of the two
countries belonging to different blocs, this article showed that the division between the blocs was not strict and
that the blocs were monolithic. Japan and Yugoslavia, although they belonged to opposite ideological and
socio-political systems, developed and maintained bilateral relations. Furthermore, this article showed how the
countries chose national interests over ideology and superimposed the pursuit of national interests over
ideological beliefs. This article also demonstrated that relations with Yugoslavia were a part of a broader foreign
policy for Japan and that they also served higher interests. It was a part of Japan’s broader foreign policy to
expand her diplomatic and trade relations to any country in order to boost her economic development and lessen
her dependence on the U.S. market. Yugoslavia was a country with which Japan maintained trade relations even
though there was no significant monetary benefit to it. The significance was in increasing her political profile
and strengthening her position within the international system, which was the purpose for which Tito’s visit to
Japan was organized.

The initial development of their relations during the 1950s was slow, but this period paved the way for
further deepened relations in the 1960s. The conclusion of the Trade and Maritime Agreement in 1959 proved to
be less beneficial on the economic level but more on the political level since it boosted the development of their
bilateral relations. Both Japan and Yugoslavia needed additional trading and political partners in order to pursue
more balanced policies vis-a-vis the superpowers upon which they were dependent.

During the decade of the 1960s, bilateral relations between Japan and Yugoslavia flourished. This was
possible due to the conditions on the international stage, the respective positions of both countries and their
foreign policy goals at the time. Both Japan and Yugoslavia gained better positions in the world. Yugoslavia
found her place as one of the leaders of the non-aligned movement and established herself as an influential
country within it. This membership helped her to decrease pressures from the superpowers and to pursue a more
independent foreign policy. Japan became an economic power, surpassing the countries of Western Europe and
becoming the number three economic power in the world. Along with her economic power, Japan intensified
her efforts for gaining political power as well. Under these circumstances, Japan and Yugoslavia expanded their
cooperation and intensified official state visits which culminated with the visit of President Tito to Japan in
1968. He was the first communist president from Eastern Europe to visit Japan. This visit was an expression of
mutual interest towards the development of bilateral relations.

Yugoslavia and Japan did not hold the same position vis-a-vis Eastern and Western blocs. However,
both of them worked very hard to balance their respective positions within the Cold War structure in order to
pursue their respective national interests. Tito’s visit was a part of that balancing policy.

This article demonstrates how, against common knowledge, the political system of one country and her
ideology does not prevent her from pursuing her interests to the best of her ability. Yugoslavia’s
socialist/communist ideology always drew her towards the Eastern bloc and the USSR, but rationality and
awareness of the consequences were also strong. Japan, on the other hand, although a democracy belonging to
the free world (the West), in order to develop her economy and improve her position within the South-East and
East Asian Region, cooperated with socialist/communist countries as well. Along with the pursuit for economic
power, Japan was working on gaining trust and support from countries of the region, thus was acquiring power
little by little. Furthermore, once it attained economic power in the international arena, Japan started to pursue

http://www.kunaicho.go.jp/about/gokomu/shinzen/gaikoku/gaikoku-s.html. Accessed April 20, 2015.
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political power more confidently. Reaching out to Yugoslavia aligned with this Japan’s foreign policy goals.

As it shows, Japan was developing relations with Yugoslavia as a part of her foreign policy to find an
alternative for the predominance of the U.S. in her diplomatic relations. Furthermore, nurturing this bilateral
relationship in times when Yugoslavia obtained power and established itself in a leadership position within the
NAM served Japan’s interest to reach out to regional Third World countries. Moreover, having an ally which
was influential in international relations (which Yugoslavia was in the 1960s and 1970s) helped Japan to
balance between the influences of the superpowers.

Ultimately, diplomatic and trade relations with Yugoslavia were not among the Japanese foreign policy
priorities. They were always a part of the general Japanese national interest and served some other purpose.
That purpose was to develop relations with countries outside of the U.S. bloc, and Yugoslavia among them.
Relations with Yugoslavia were always connected to relations with other Eastern European communist countries,
since the Yugoslav ideology and, accordingly, her socio-political system, were placing her in that group.
Therefore, relations with Yugoslavia were developing or stagnating depending on whether the East-West
relations in general were on good or bad terms, and additionally, were influenced by the overall Japanese
Eastern Europe foreign policy. But the peculiarity of Yugoslavia’s slightly changed ideology and system created
better conditions for cooperation and a good point of access to information about the Eastern bloc.
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This article aims to use Japan’s relations with Yugoslavia as a case in point to examine the character of
With China’s promotion of the One Belt One Road initiative, consisting of the Silk Road Economic Belt and
Maritime Silk Road, at the APEC summit in 2014, where the international community once again focused
its attention on Central Asia. Despite similar emphasis on the strategic importance of land and sea, much
attention has been centered on the continental economic belt that seeks to cross the Eurasia continent by
extending westward from China’s historical city Xi’an, through Central Asia and into Europe. As a
connecting point in the One Belt One Road, Central Asia is critical to China’s Go Out strategy. Along with
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, China clearly demonstrates an aspiration to establish its political
and economic influence in Central Asia.

In terms of geopolitics, while China’s activities in Central Asia remain distant for Japan, its expansion
into the region entails strategic consequences that may severely challenge Japanese foreign policy and
security. Although Japan and China have yet to clash directly in Central Asia, incongruent interests between
the two powers already hint at the potential for friction in the region. This article is an attempt to understand
the impending possibilities for conflict between Japan and China in Central Asia. By identifying and
contrasting Tokyo and Beijing’s respective interests and foreign policies in Central Asia, this author suggests
the formation of a new battlefield for Sino-Japanese competition based around institutional leadership,
regional influence and foreign assistance. Three scenarios for conflict are proposed as developments that
may destabilize regional order and reinforce tensions between Japan and China in the near future.

Keywords: Central Asia, Strategic Competition, Sino-Japanese Relations, Central Asia plus Japan, One Belt One Road

Introduction

Since the turn of the century, Central Asia has played an increasingly important role in global geopolitics.
While part of the region’s significance stems from Harold Mackinder’s Heartland Theory, Central Asia’s strategic
location and rich energy and market potential make the region a fitting arena for great power politics. In 2001,
international attention was drawn to Central Asia with the establishment of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO). As an initial mark of China’s expanding influence in the new century, the SCO sounded an alarm for Japan.
In response, in 2004, Japan established the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue in an effort to balance China’s growing
influence in Central Asia.

In light of the Shinzo Abe administration’s re-initiation of the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue in 2014, this
paper seeks to address growing strategic tensions in Central Asia between Japan and China. The analysis will be
carried out in four parts: Part one reviews the significant role of Central Asia in contemporary geopolitics; part two
and part three turn to China and Japan’s strategic interests and foreign policies in Central Asia respectively; and part
four proposes three scenarios for strategic competition between Japan and China in Central Asia in light of recent
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developments. This paper concludes with some insights into the development of Sino-Japanese relations in the near
future.

1. Strategic Significance of Central Asia

Central Asia, a region generally recognized as consisting of the five countries of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, has long retained an important status in global geopolitics. In the now
renowned Heartland Theory, British geographer Halford Mackinder identified Central Asia as the heartland, or
strategic hub, where the Silk Road links the Eurasia continent. In Mackinder’s words, “he who controls the
Heartland controls Eurasia, he who controls Eurasia controls the world.”? The statement aptly highlights the
geopolitical meaning of Central Asia.

Besides geopolitical status, Central Asia is also significant in two aspects. First, rich deposits of strategic
energy resources such as oil and natural gas further highlight the global status of Central Asia. In a world in which
economic developments produce ever higher demands for energy, regions harboring energy deposits easily become
flashpoints for potential conflict.?2 Central Asia’s energy potential has yet to be fully exploited, particularly in terms
of oil and natural gas resources in the Caspian Sea, the largest enclosed inland sea in the world. Central Asia
currently holds the third largest oil reserves in the world behind the Middle East and Siberia. Land resources are
mainly reserved in Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, with an estimated potential production of thirty billion barrels of
oil; the potential production of petroleum underwater falls in the range of fifteen to forty billion barrels.?

Second, Central Asia is strategically located beside the Middle East, which establishes the region as a hotbed
for terrorism and a critical location for counterterrorism alike. Bordering Afghanistan to the south, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan confront the challenge of infiltration by terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda while
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan face the entry of extremists from neighboring Xinjiang Province. In 2014, the
withdrawal of U.S. troops signaling the end of Washington’s war in the Middle East has raised security concerns
for Central Asia. As Maciej Falkowski and Jozef Lang suggest, alongside U.S. departure from the Middle East is
also Washington’s diminished presence in Central Asia; as U.S. military presence was important in reinforcing
stability in countries such as Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, where established bases were open to
American use.* Washington’s reduced role in Central Asia after 2014 implies the opening up of a power vacuum
in the region.

In recent years, great power competition between the U.S., Russia, China and Japan, among other powers
speak to the strategic importance of Central Asia. In terms of geopolitics, while Central Asia traditionally fell within
the sphere of influence of Russia in the Cold War period, Washington’s war on terror following 9/11 and Beijing’s
concern for extremist activities along its western border have brought the U.S. and China into Central Asia in the
new century. Despite the advancement of bilateral relations and cooperation between Russia and China through the
SCO-a development that seemingly isolates the U.S.—in reality, Moscow, Beijing and Washington have disparate
strategic goals that may prove unsettling for Central Asia.

For the U.S., noting China’s rise in the last decade, Central Asia presents itself as a critical piece to the
containment strategy that stretches from Japan and South Korea to Southeast Asia and India.® For Russia, U.S.
influence along its borders generates uneasiness while China’s expanding relations with Central Asia, in a sense,
threatens Moscow’s long established leadership status in the region.® For China, U.S. presence is also unsettling

! Halford Mackinder, “The Geographical Pivot of History (1904),” The Geographical Journal, Vol.170, No.4 (2004),
pp.298-321; Andrey Fursov, “Central Eurasia: Historical Centrality, Geostrategic Condition and Power Model Legacy,”
in Irina Morozova ed., Towards Social Stability and Democratic Governance in Central Eurasia (Amsterdam: 10S
Press, 2005), p.30.

2 The Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands and the South China Sea are classic examples.

3 Ming Tingquan and Han Xuefeng, “Ershiyi shiji zhongguo shiyou anquan yu zhongguo zhongya zhanlue” (Chinese Oil
Security and Central Asia Strategy in the Twenty First Century) Lanzhou Xuekan, No.5 (2004), p.47.

4 Maciej Falkowski and Jozef Lang, Hostages to Moscow, Clients of Beijing: Security in Central Asia as the Role of the
West Diminishes (Warsaw: Centre for Eastern Studies, Osrodek Studiow Wschodnich, 2014).

> Tung-chieh Tsai, “Jingi xijinping chufang zhongya diqu zhi zhanlue yiyi” (Xi Jinping’s Recent Visit to Central Asia
and Its Strategic Implications), Prospect and Exploration, Vol.11, No0.10 (2013), p.15.

& Fan Lijun, “Eluosi ouyalianmeng yu zhongmenge jingjizoulang goujian” (The Establishment of Russia’s “Eurasia
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while border security and energy are key reasons that continue to drive Beijing’s western expansion, even at the risk
of potential great power competition. In the case of Japan, the search for energy drove the island nation to Central
Asia; the U.S.-Japan alliance suggests that Tokyo may have difficulties keeping its distance from strategic
competition in the region.

The year 2015 hinted at a turning point in great power competition in Central Asia. In January, the Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU) consisting of Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan was officially
established, forming a custom union and common market of over 180 million people in the northern Eurasian region.
Noting overlapping membership in Central Asia, some Chinese observers have begun to ponder over the EEU’s
implications for the One Belt One Road, a Chinese initiative aimed at economic integration of the Eurasia continent
as well.” In October, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe made official visits to Mongolia, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan—the first visit to Central Asia by a Japanese leader in over a
decade. Immediately following the footsteps of Abe, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry called on Central Asia in
November, a development that left some observers wondering whether Tokyo and Washington coordinated their
visits as an open balancing gesture against Beijing. In a sense, since the opening up of a “power vacuum” following
Washington’s diminished role, Central Asia may be moving towards the formation of a “power plenum” or a
geopolitical setting that sees the push and pull for influence by the *“crowding in” of states. In the context of the
latter, this paper turns to China and Japan’s potential entanglements in Central Asia.

2. China’s Strategic Interests and Foreign Policy in Central Asia

Since former President Hu Jintao’s proposal of the Four Outlines (sige buju) in 2004, China has continued
to emphasize its central tenet of “great power is the key; surrounding is primary; developing countries are the
foundation; multilateralism is the stage.”® In the words of former Foreign Minister Qian Qichen, the primary goal
of China’s foreign policy is to maintain the stability of the surrounding environment in order to ensure the normal
functioning of the domestic economy.® Located to the west of China, Central Asia conforms to the foreign policy
objectives of Beijing. The stability of Central Asia is important for China’s economic development; security in the
region should be realized in a multilateral manner that includes key powers to the region.

In addition, under the guidance of the Harmonious Worldview (hexie shijieguan), a concept introduced to
support China’s peaceful development, China further adopted a Good Neighbor Policy (mulin waijiao) that is based
on the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence (heping gongchu wu yuanze): Mutual respect for each other’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty; mutual non-aggression; mutual non-interference in each other’s internal affairs;
equality and cooperation for mutual benefit; and peaceful co-existence. The principles serve as policy guidance for
the shaping of an international environment beneficial for improving China’s economy.*0

In terms of strategic interests, Beijing’s interests in counter-terrorism, energy resource and trade and
investment are worth noting.

(1) Counterterrorism
In 1991, dissolution of the Soviet Union not only created an opportunity for the breakout of formerly
suppressed nationalistic and religious sentiments in the Soviet sphere of influence, it also gave way to the
development of three challenges: terrorism, separatism and extremism. While the threats that festered in the Middle

Alliance” and the “China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor”), in Zhang Jie ed., Zhongguo Zhoubian Angquan
Xingshi Pinggu 2015 (China’s Regional Security Environment Review: 2015) (Beijing: Social Sciences Academic
Press, 2015), pp.74-75.

" Yang Chenxi, “Yidaiyilu quyu nengyuan hezuo zhong de daguo yinsu ji yingdui celue” (The Great Power Factor in
One Belt One Road Energy Cooperation and China’s Strategic Response), http://www.ciis.org.cn/chinese/2015-
01/20/content_7620494.htm (January 14, 2016)

8 Tung-chieh Tsai, Dangdai Zhongguo Waijiao Zhengce (China’s New Diplomacy: Interpreting Its Connotation and
Tendency) (Taipei: Wunan, 2009), p.79.

® Wayne Bert, The United States, China and Southeast Asian Security: A Changing of the Guard? (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2003), p.112.

10 Ibid.
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East (Afghanistan) did not directly threaten China during much of the Cold War period, the fact that Central Asia
bordered the Middle East generated concerns for Beijing in the post-Cold War period, especially in the new century.

Considering that China’s continued rise and economic development is hinged on a secure neighboring
environment, in 2001, Beijing established the SCO. At the first meeting of the SCO in 2001, besides the
pronouncement of the Declaration on the Establishment of the SCO, China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan (the Shanghai Six) also signed the Shanghai Convention on Combating Terrorism,
Separatism and Extremism and agreed on the convening of an annual summit meeting to deepen cooperation. In
2004, SCO members further increased their efforts towards counterterrorism by establishing the Regional Anti-
Terrorism Structure (RATS).!! Based in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, the main tasks of the RATS include the maintenance
of cooperation with other counter-terrorist institutions in the world and the coordination and organization of counter-
terrorist exercises.*?

On the occasion of the 14" SCO Summit held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan in 2014, President Xi Jinping re-
emphasized China’s priority in combating terrorism in Central Asia. In his speech delivered at the summit, Xi noted
the maintenance of regional security and stability as the foremost point in a four-point proposal addressed to the
member states. In Xi’s words, members to the SCO should “strengthen the construction of the capacity to maintain
stability...grant the RCTS of the SCO the function of drug control as soon as possible, and establish the security
challenge and threat response center...to combat the ‘three evil forces.””*® Xi’s statement not only suggests counter-
terrorism as a strategic priority in China’s policy towards Central Asia, the statement also exposes Beijing’s chronic
consideration for border security, an issue that has been repeatedly raised and re-emphasized since China’s economic
takeoff in the early 2000s.

(2) Energy Resource

With the transformation of China into a net importer of energy in 1993 and the world’s second largest
consumer of energy in 1997, the international community began speculating how much energy China would
continue to devour in its economic rise and its implications in the future. For China, the critical question is not its
potential energy consumption but where could new energy sources come from and be sustained over time. By 2020,
China’s energy consumption is expected to make up 16.1% of total global consumption. In 2014, China led the
world in oil consumption at 3,034 million tonnes of oil (Mtoe) and in April 2015, surpassed the U.S. to become the
world’s largest importer of oil at 7.4 million barrels per day (the U.S. stood at 7.2 million barrels per day).'® Noting
China’s immense appetite for energy, Thrassy Marketos has long observed that China’s exponential growth in
energy import would inevitably lead the country to depend excessively on the international market and encourage
Beijing to secure new sources favorable for diversification and sustainable economic development.’

Strategically, besides Central Asia’s energy potential, two other considerations have encouraged China to
invest in the region. First, as Central Asia straddles the Middle East and Siberia, by strengthening energy cooperation

11 Also referred to as the Regional Counter-terrorist Structure (RCTS).

12 Shanghai Cooperation Organization, “The Executive Committee of the Regional Counter-Terrorist Structure,”
http://www.sectsco.org/EN123/AntiTerrorism.asp (accessed August 30, 2015)

13 See: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, “Xi Jinping Attends SCO Summit in Dushanbe
and Delivers Important Speech Stressing Gathering People’s Will and Power and Coordinating Sincerely to Push to a
New Level,”
http://iwww.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/zjpcxshzzcygyslshdsschybdtjkstmedfslikydjxgsfw/t1191482.shtml
(accessed September 1, 2015). The “three evil forces” refer to terrorism, separatism and extremism.

14 Tony Tai-Ting Liu and Kai-ming Chang, “In the Name of Integrity and Security: China’s Counterterrorist Policies,” in
Scott Romaniuk, Francis Grice, Daniela Irrera and Stewart Webb eds., The Palgrave Handbook of Global
Counterterrorism Studies (forthcoming 2016).

15 Evan Medeiros, China’s International Behavior (Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, 2009), p.134.

16 See: Enerdata Global Energy Statistical Yearbook 2015,
https://yearbook.enerdata.net/energy-consumption-data.html (accessed September 4, 2015);

David Sheppard and Gregory Meyer, “China Qil Imports Surpass Those of US,” http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/342b3a2e-
f5a7-11e4-bc6d-00144feab7de.html#axzz3jSjy2sBp (accessed August 30, 2015)

17 Thrassy Marketos, China’s Energy Geopolitics: The Shanghai Cooperation Organization and Central Asia (New York:

Routledge, 2009), p.15.
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with the region, China could gain easier access to two of the world’s largest oil production sites. Second, cooperation
with Central Asia could benefit China by helping to lower the risk of shipping energy by sea and avert potential
conflict with the U.S. and Japan at sea.'® Energy interests have led Beijing to invest in the construction of energy-
related infrastructure and pipelines and cooperate with countries in the region through joint excavations and laying
of oil and natural gas pipelines.*®

(3) Trade and Investment

Aside from security concerns, for China, Central Asia also boasts a sizeable market worth exploring. The
five countries of Central Asia combined have a population of 61 million people, a figure that is slightly higher than
the population of South Korea and roughly half that of Japan. Chinese trade and investment in Central Asia has
greatly expanded in the new century. According to China’s Ministry of Commerce, the country’s current value of
trade with Central Asia is about one-hundred-fold of the value when relations were first normalized between Beijing
and the five states of Central Asia.?® With bilateral trade leaping from a mere $547 million in 1994 to $450 billion
in 2014, China is currently the biggest trade partner of Central Asia. Respectively, China is the largest trade partner
of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, the second biggest trade partner of Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan and the third
biggest trade partner of Tajikistan. Table 1 captures the growth in trade between China and Central Asia since 2000.

18 Bai-ku Wei, “Zhongguo yu zhongya de nengyuan guanxi: hezuo yu tiaozhan” (China-Central Asia Energy Relations:
Cooperation and Challenges), Journal of International Relations, No.25 (2008), p.67.

1% Ibid., p.58.

20 Xi Wang, “Zhongguo yu zhongya wuguo maoyie yue wei jianjiao zhichu 100 bei” (Trade Value of China and the
Five States of Central Asia is About 100 Times More Than the Value at the Beginning of Normalization),
http://news.xinhuanet.com/world/2013-10/15/c_117721451.htm (accessed August 26, 2015)
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Table 1: Trade between China and Central Asia (2000-2014)
(Unit: hundred millions USD)

China- China- China- China- China-
Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan Tajikistan Turkmenistan Uzbekistan
Year Import Export Import Export Import Export | Import Export Import Export
2000 6.737 1.510 0.670 1.100 0.103 0.067 0.040 0.121 0.120 0.394
2001 6.596 1.720 0.420 0.770 0.053 0.054 0.010 0.314 0.076 0.507
2002 10.230 3.130 0.560 1.460 0.058 0.065 0.010 0.870 0.274 1.042
2003 16.531 5.237 0.700 2.500 0.200 0.208 0.040 1.460 2.002 1.462
2004 19.673 7.582 1.100 4.930 0.200 0.535 0.140 1.720 4.027 1.724
2005 24.239 12.518 1.050 8.700 0.142 1.437 0.190 2.300 4.510 2.302
2006 35.925 19.249 1.130 21.130 0.200 3.100 0.160 3.470 5.658 4.061
2007 56.396 35.073 1.120 36.700 0.102 5.130 0.490 4.750 3.633 7.659
2008 76.766 45.650 1.200 92.100 0.200 14.800 | 0.280 6.860 3.304 12.774
2009 58.890 35.700 0.500 52.300 1.900 12.200 | 0.380 5.960 34.938 15.568
2010 | 101.200 39.600 0.700 41.000 0.600 13.800 | 10.450 6.600 12.992 11.780
2011 153.800 95.700 1.000 48.800 0.710 20.000 | 46.930  10.060 8.067 13.590
2012 | 164.800 75.000 0.900 50.700 1.100 17.500 | 80.220  13.360 10.912 17.839
2013 | 143.340 81.930 0.600 50.800 0.900 18.700 | 88.930  13.560 19.180 26.140
2014 | 127.120 97.260 0.550 52.430 0.480 24.690 | 95.160 9.540 15.960 26.750

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_chn/; China Council for the Promotion of International
Trade, “Haishang sichouzhilu yanxian guojia touzi maoyi zhinan” (Investment and Trade Guide for Countries along the Maritime Silk
Road), http://www.ccpit.org/Contents/Channel_3603/2015/0410/455476/content_455476.htm (Accessed September 4,
2015).

Besides Africa and Southeast Asia, Central Asia is another important arena for China to realize its Go Out
(zouchuqu) Policy. In addition to trade, Chinese investment in Central Asia has increased steadily. In 2014, China
was the largest provider of foreign direct investment (FDI) in Kyrgyzstan (2.03 billion USD) and Uzbekistan (44
million USD), and the second-largest investor in Tajikistan (72 million USD).?* By 2013, China had invested
approximately 90 billion USD in Central Asia,?> making Beijing one of the top providers of investment in the
region. The economic linkage between China and Central Asia gave the latter a critical role in the One Belt One
Road (yidaiyilu) initiative introduced in 2014.

3. Japan’s Strategic Interests and Foreign Policy in Central Asia

Hampered by location, Japan is not a traditional power in Central Asia, a category dominated by the likes of
China and Russia. However, with the rising challenge of energy security in the new century, similar to other powers,
Japan began turning its eyes towards resource abundant or potentially energy rich areas such as Central Asia. One
may be surprised that as far back as the immediate aftermath of the Soviet Union’s dissolution, Japan took notice
of the power vacuum and resource potential in Central Asia and began engaging the region. In December 1991,
Japan recognized the independence of Kazakhstan and, in the following months, established formal diplomatic
relations with Kazakhstan (January 1992), Uzbekistan (January 1992), Kyrgyzstan (January 1992), Tajikistan

21 Xia Yue and Xiaoping Qian, “Zhongya wuguo touzi huanjing bijiao yanjiu: zhongguo de shijiao” (A Comparative
Study of the Investment Environment of the Five States of Central Asia), Yatai Jingji (Asia-Pacific Economy), No.2
(2015), available online at: http://www.chinathinktanks.org.cn/content/detail ?id=2895509 (accessed August 30, 2015)
Figures reflect 2013 values.

22 bid.
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(February 1992) and Turkmenistan (April 1992).%

In 1997, under considerations for geopolitics and energy security, former prime minister Hashimoto Ryutaro
proposed the strategy of Eurasian Diplomacy, also known as “Silk Road” Diplomacy. Japan’s strategic adjustment
is significant in two ways. First, in terms of geopolitics, by expanding its role in Central Asia, Japan seeks to increase
its global status and regional influence. Correspondingly, Tokyo’s established foreign policy guidelines seek to
engage in dialogue with Central Asia and strengthen bilateral exchange with countries in the region, and to support
economic and resource development in Central Asia through Japan’s economic capability.?* Second, Japan seeks
to gain influence in the development of energy resources in Central Asia through increased political and economic
exchange in the region.?® In terms of strategic interests, international status and energy access dominate Tokyo’s
considerations towards Central Asia.

(1) International Status

While Japan’s economic status in the world does not frequently undergo contestations, the inability to deploy
troops and conduct military activities abroad undermines Japan’s political standing in the international community.
In other words, Japan falls short of achieving great power status or becoming a “normal’ state because carrying out
military actions is constrained by the Japanese Constitution (Article 9). In such case, in order to become a full
political power (or “normal” state), Japan could only adopt other courses, one of which is the acquisition of
permanent representation on the United Nations (UN) Security Council. Located outside East Asia —a region that
Japan continues to have troubles with in finding political support despite its proximity—Central Asia has proved to
be a potential source of support.

In August 2004, during her visits to Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, Japanese Foreign
Minister Kawaguchi Yoriko proposed the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue initiative.?® In 2005, the first Central
Asia plus Japan Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held in Astana, Kazakhstan. The meeting produced a Joint
Statement that sets out the goals of promoting and deepening cooperation in the fields of economic and social
development, energy and environmental issues, cultural exchange and human resource development.?” In terms of
international status, the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue played a key role in generating an Action Plan that
promotes Japan’s desire of achieving a stronger influence in the international community. As Article 1.2 of the
Action Plan states:

Japan and the Central Asian countries emphasized that the reform of the United Nations is
urgently needed...Japan and the Central Asian countries need to work together to reform the UN Security
Council which plays a major role in maintaining peace and security. The crux of the Security Council
reform is to increase the number of both permanent and non-permanent members. The Central Asian
countries expressed their expectation that Japan would play a more political role in the international
community and confirmed that they would unanimously support Japan’s becoming a permanent member. 2

It is clear that Japan aspires to become a greater political power through the support of Central Asian

23 Jiangyong Liu ed., Dangdai Riben Duiwai Guanxi (Foreign Relations of Contemporary Japan) (Beijing: World Affairs
Press, 2009), p.440.

24 Akio Kawato, “What is Japan up to in Central Asia?” in Christopher Len et al. eds., Japan’s Silk Road Diplomacy:
Paving the Road Ahead (Singapore: Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, 2008), pp.17-18.

% Christopher Len, “Understanding Japan’s Central Asian Engagement,” in Christopher Len et al. eds., Japan’s Silk Road
Diplomacy: Paving the Road Ahead (Singapore: Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, 2008), pp.36-37.

% Christopher Len, “Japan’s Central Asia Diplomacy: Motivations, Implications and Prospects for the Region,” The
China and Eurasia Forum Quarterly, Vol.3, No.3 (2005), p.142.

27 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, “Joint Statement ‘Central Asia + Japan’ Dialogue/Foreign Ministers’ Meeting —
Relations between Japan and Central Asia as They Enter a New Era,”

http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/europe/dialogue/joint0408.pdf (accessed August 24, 2015)

28 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, ““Central Asia plus Japan’ Dialogue—Action Plan-,”

http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/europe/dialogue/action0606.html (accessed August 24, 2015)

163



Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies University of Tsukuba Volume 8 ONLINE / March 2016

countries. Another Foreign Ministers” Meeting was held in 2010 before the Great East Japan Earthquake disrupted
further dialogue. The Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue was reinitiated in 2014 under the Shinzo Abe administration.

(2) Energy Resources and Investment

Coincidentally, compared with China’s high energy demand caused by economic development, the case of
Japan may not be any more optimistic. The fact that Japan is an island nation means that much of its energy demands
need to be fulfilled externally. As Candace Dunn and Mark Eshbaugh point out, by 2012, Japan was the second
largest net importer of fossil fuels in the world, trailing only China.?® A resource-poor country, Japan imported as
much as 90% of its oil from the Middle East, which establishes a vulnerability that bears on the country. With the
suspension of operation of all nuclear power plants following the Fukushima incident in 2011, Japan’s dependence
on fossil fuels such as oil and natural gas heightened. Currently, Japan is the third largest global consumer and
importer of oil behind the U.S. and China.%°

Hence, similar to China, Japan sees Central Asia as a potential source for energy diversion. Among general
efforts that support the development of oil and natural gas resources throughout the region, Tokyo’s efforts are
particularly focused in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. In Kazakhstan, INPEX Corporation, Japan’s largest oil and gas
exploration company, acquired an interest in the Offshore North Caspian Sea Contract Area in Kazakhstan’s
territorial waters in 1998 and began development work in the Kashagan Oil Field after sources were confirmed in
2000.%* The Kashagan Qil Field began production in 2013. On the other hand, along with Kazakhstan firm
Kazatomprom, Japanese companies Sumitomo Shoji and KEPCO (Kansai Electric Power Co., Inc.) are jointly
developing the Zapadny Munkuduk uranium deposit.3? Kazakhstan is currently the world’s largest producer of
uranium. In Uzbekistan, in January 2015, Japan and Uzbekistan signed a large package of investment and loan
agreements and technical assistance projects worth 3.8 billion USD.3® Japanese investment in Uzbekistan includes
infrastructure, telecommunication and oil and gas projects.

4. Scenarios for Sino-Japanese Competition in Central Asia

Despite the limitation of traditional thinking on Sino-Japanese competition in the locales of Asia Pacific and
Southeast Asia, it is nonetheless worth considering the possibilities for rivalry in Central Asia, a region that
continues to elevate in global status due to its strategic location and energy potential. While a brief survey of Japan
and China’s respective interests in Central Asia may suggest the competition over energy as the main potential point
of conflict between the two powers, the paradox between Beijing and Tokyo may lay deeper, touching on power
competitions on both the international and regional levels. In 2014, China’s initiation of the One Belt One Road
initiative once again captivated global attention on Central Asia while the strategic competition between China and
Japan raged on in different parts of the world. The following considers three potential aspects of competition
between Japan and China in Central Asia.

(1) Institutional Competition
Despite early ventures into Central Asia in the aftermath of the Cold War, perhaps owing to geographical

2 Candace Dunn and Mark Eshbaugh, “Japan is the second largest net importer of fossil fuels in the world,”
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=13711 (accessed September 4, 2015)

30 Ibid.

31 INPEX Corporation Annual Report 2015,
http://www.inpex.co.jp/english/ir/library/pdf/annual_report/inpex_annualreport2015_en-4.pdf (accessed September
4, 2015). The Kashagan Qil Field has a production potential of 450,000 barrels per day and 1.5 barrels over the next
decade. See: Bin Xiao and Xiaohui Zhang, “riben de nengyuan xiongxin: cong zhongya dao yasaibairan” (Japan’s
Energy Ambition: From Central Asia to Azerbaijan), http://oilobserver.com/case/article/76 (accessed August 31,
2015)

%2 Roman Muzalevsky, “Japan Looks to Central Asia for Strategic Resources,”
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=40151&no_cache=1 (accessed September 4, 2015)

33 John C.K. Daly, “Japan’s Central Asia Strategy Emerges with Upcoming Visit,”
http://www.silkroadreporters.com/2015/08/11/japans-central-asia-strategy-emerges-with-upcoming-visit/ (accessed
September 4, 2015)
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distance (and instability in domestic politics since 2006), Japan’s influence in the region remains limited. The power
vacuum in Central Asia was not filled again until China’s rise in the new century. The most prominent evidence of
China’s gaining influence in Central Asia was the establishment of the SCO in 2001. While a key feature of the
SCO is its objective to combat terrorism and ensure regional security and stability, over the years, the organization
has gradually evolved into a multilateral interface for discussions on economic and energy cooperation among China,
Russia and Central Asian states. With the U.S. occupied with its War on Terror in the Middle East, Chinese influence
in Central Asia expanded greatly.

In a sense, Japan’s initiation of the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue in 2004 could be seen as a response by
Tokyo that seeks to counterbalance China’s growing regional influence. For Japan, a stronger China in Central Asia
not only has the potential to challenge Tokyo’s efforts to diversify its sources for energy, it could also reduce the
support Japan needs in its quest to become a political power. Noting China’s adoption of a Go Out Policy, Japan
also needed a “go out policy” in order to garner support for its international status. Since 2004, five rounds of the
Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue have been held. Hosted in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, the Fifth Round of the Dialogue
was held in 2014 and was attended by foreign ministers from all member states for the first time in history.3*

While participation in the SCO or Central Asia plus Japan is not mutually exclusive and the former seems
to have developed more vibrantly compared with its Japanese counterpart, the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue
nonetheless serves as a potential institution for challenging Chinese influence in the region. For example, in the
Joint Declaration signed at the 2014 Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue, all member states agreed on the importance
of peaceful resolution of conflicts based on international law and principles including non-intervention of territorial
boundaries and the resignation of the use of force and threats in international relations.3® The statement was
considered by some observers to be directed against Chinese belligerence in the South China Sea and the
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands.®¢ On the other hand, the capture and killing of Japanese nationals Kenji Goto and Haruna
Yukawa by ISIS in 2015 encouraged Tokyo to step up counterterrorist cooperation with Central Asian states, an
area recognized to be a main function of the SCO. Through the United Nations Development Program (UNDP),
Japan plans to provide aid to Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan towards improved inspection facilities and
equipment.®” It remains to be observed whether security cooperation between Japan and Central Asia will continue
to expand and intensify the undercurrents in Sino-Japanese relations in Central Asia.

(2) Power Competition

In September 2013, while visiting Kazakhstan, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed the concept of joint
establishment of a Silk Road Economic Belt by China and Central Asia. In the following month, while visiting
Southeast Asia, Xi Jinping further suggested the establishment of a Twenty-first Century Maritime Silk Road by
China and ASEAN. Together, the two proposals form the concept of the One Belt One Road, a strategic initiative
that seeks to connect the Eurasian continent and promote economic cooperation and integration between China and
countries along the imagined route (see Figure 1). The One Belt One Road initiative captured international attention
at the 2014 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit Meeting in Beijing, when Xi Jinping announced
the plan along with the establishment of the Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB).

34 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, “Fifth Foreign Ministers’ Meeting of ‘Central Asia Plus Japan’ Dialogue,”
http://www.mofa.go.jp/erp/ca_c/kg/page22e_000455.html#sectionl (accessed August 24, 2015)

3 “Fifth Foreign Ministers’ Meeting of ‘Central Asia Plus Japan’ Dialogue Joint Declaration,”
http://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000045365.pdf (accessed September 4, 2015)

3% See: Tong Qian, “Riben yu zhongya wuguo lianhe shengming gianzhi zhongguo” (Central Asian Countries and Japan
Jointly Declare to Tie Down China),
http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/world/2014/07/140717 _central_asia_plus_japan_dialogue (accessed August 31,
2015)

37 “Japan to help Central Asia beef up border controls,” Nikkei Asian Review, April 6, 2015,
http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-Economy/International-Relations/Japan-to-help-Central-Asia-beef-up-border-controls
(accessed August 31, 2015)
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Figure 1: One Belt One Road Initiative
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Source: Sander Denecker, “China’s One Belt One Road Strategy,”
http://insight.amcham-shanghai.org/chinas-one-belt-one-road-strategy/ (accessed September 17, 2015)

While the success of the One Belt One Road initiative remains to be watched, its geopolitical implications
do not go unnoticed. Xi Jinping’s proclamation of the ambitious plan revived the debate of whether China seeks a
land power strategy that stands in contrast with maritime power strategies historically embraced by countries such
as Britain, the U.S. and Japan. Despite arguments by Chinese scholars that contend the One Belt One Road to be a
strategy that goes beyond the traditional concepts of land power and sea power,% various developments suggest
that Beijing seems to lean towards a land power strategy. In addition to the construction of gas and oil pipelines
leading from Central Asia to China, Beijing has made the establishment of an infrastructure network between all
sub-regions in Asia and between Asia, Europe and Africa a priority in its initiative.3® Such an objective has led to
Beijing’s planning and construction of the “Eurasian Land Bridge” that aims to stretch from China’s coastal region
to the European continent, while the export of high-speed rail technology or “high-speed rail diplomacy” (gaotie
waijiao), is adopted as a way to establish the influence of China beyond its borders.*° Compared with locations
such as the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean, where China’s efforts to gain influence are constantly under
challenge, pursuits on the continent seem to confront less friction, a condition that argues in favor of land power
aspirations.

China’s continental advancements towards the west stand in contrast with Japan’s traditional emphasis on
maritime strategy, a position that has been somewhat revived by the recent Shinzo Abe administration. Despite its
Silk Road Diplomacy, since 2012, Japan has made a series of strategic moves in the Asia Pacific that hint at the
country’s sea power focus. For example, in response to China’s aggressive behavior in the South China Sea, Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe vowed Japan’s support for efforts by ASEAN member countries to ensure the security and free
navigation of the seas and skies.*' Correspondingly, Japan provided three patrol vessels to Indonesia and ten patrol
vessels to the Philippines through grant aid cooperation.*? Although Japan does not have any territorial grievances

38 See: Wu Zhifeng, “Yidaiyilu: chaoyue luguan haiquan de xinsiwei” (One Belt One Road: New Thinking that Goes
Beyond Land Power and Sea Power), http://scholarsupdate.hi2net.com/news.asp?NewsID=18037 ; Liu Jiangyong,
“Diyuanzhengzhi sixiang dui zhongmeiri guanxi de yinxiang” (The Influences of Geopolitical Thinking on China-
US-Japan Relations), http://www.globalview.cn/html/strategy/info_4889.html (accessed August 31, 2015)

Liu Jiangyong suggests the emergence of a new concept that combines both the theory of land power and theory of
sea power which he terms “land-sea cooperation theory” (hailu hehelun).

3 “Infrastructure Connectivity a Priority in Belt and Road Initiative,”
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-03/28/c_134105411.htm (accessed August 30, 2015)

40 Regarding China’s use of railway technology as a diplomatic tactic, see: Tsai, op. cit., pp.161-170.

41 Shinzo Abe, “Military Transparency and Asian Security,”
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/shinzo-abe-calls-on-the-region-s-governments-to-make-their-defense-
budgets-public (accessed September 1, 2015)

42 |bid.
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in the South China Sea, concern over so-called “sea lines of communication” (SLOCs)—critical shipping lanes the
country depends on for trade and energy imports—has led Tokyo to pronounce its interests in the region under the
Abe administration.

Beyond the South China Sea, Japan’s maritime focus can be observed in the Indian Ocean as well. In 2012,
then newly elected Prime Minister Shinzo Abe introduced the concept of “Asia’s Democratic Security Diamond,”
a strategic vision based on a democratic alliance among Japan, the U.S., Australia and India. Abe clearly exposed
Japan’s emphasis on the sea in a passage:

The ongoing disputes in the East China Sea and the South China Sea mean that Japan’s top foreign
policy priority must be to expand the country’s strategic horizons. Japan is a mature maritime democracy,
and its choice of close partners should reflect that fact. | envisage a strategy whereby Australia, India,
Japan, and the U.S. state of Hawaii form a diamond to safeguard the maritime commons stretching from
the Indian Ocean region to the western Pacific.*

Under the new Abe administration, Japan stepped up maritime cooperation with India. In 2013, Japan and
India commenced the first Maritime Affairs Dialogue in New Delhi and agreed on potential cooperation in areas
such as non-traditional security, transportation, ocean science and technology and maritime biosphere.** Following
the first Japan-India Maritime Exercise (JIMEX) carried out off the coast of Tokyo in 2011, a second exercise was
carried out in the Bay of Bengal adjacent to the Indian Ocean in 2013.

On the system level, geopolitical competition between sea power and land power, Japan and China,
respectively, is increasingly vivid when recent developments are also considered. As Tony Tai-Ting Liu and Ming-
Te Hung observe, since 2012, Japan has pivoted towards China and seeks to contain its rising power by engaging
countries in the Asia Pacific such as Burma, India and Australia.*> On the other hand, perhaps in response to Japan’s
pivot and Washington’s current rebalance to Asia, at the 2015 SCO summit held in Ufa, Russia not only strengthened
cooperation among China, Russia and Central Asia, but also hinted at the emergence of a continental bloc that may
serve as a counterweight to the Asia Pacific group under U.S. and Japanese leadership. The accession of India and
Pakistan to SCO membership at the Ufa meeting further expands the influence of the SCO.*¢ In light of the above
developments, Central Asia may be a sub-region where larger power competitions in the world play out.

(3) Credit Competition

Due to Japan’s military constraints, economic means such as the provision of official development assistance
(ODA) have long served as a foreign policy tool to accomplish national interests. Through the provision of aid to
developing countries, Japan seeks to improve its international image and shape an international environment
beneficial for its development. In Central Asia, Japanese assistance consists of the three categories of loans, grants
and technical cooperation.*” The tasks of personnel training and institutional establishment, construction of social
and economic infrastructure, and mitigation of existent social problems guide Japan’s delivery of ODA to Central
Asia. According to Japan’s 2013 ODA White Paper, in 2012, Japan provided 28.4 million USD to Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan combined.*® Table 2 shows Japan’s disbursement of ODA in

43 Shinzo Abe, “Asia’s Democratic Security Diamond,”
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/a-strategic-alliance-for-japan-and-india-by-shinzo-abe (accessed
September 1, 2015)

4 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, “daiyikkai ni-indo kaiyou nikansuru taiwa no kaisai” (The First Meeting of the
Japan-India Maritime Affairs Dialogue), http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/press/release/25/1/0128 02.html

45 Tony Tai-Ting Liu and Ming-te Hung, “Jianzhi zhongguo: riben dui yazhou de anquan zhanlue” (Pivot towards China:
Japan’s Renewed Security Strategy in Asia), Review of Global Politics, No.46 (2014), pp.139-152.

4 Lidia Kelly, Denis Pinchuk and Darya Korsunskaya, “India, Pakistan to join China, Russia in security group,”
http://in.reuters.com/article/2015/07/11/china-russia-india-pak-sco-idINKCNOPK20520150711 (accessed August 31,

2015)

47 For a complete discussion of Japan’s ODA strategy in Central Asia, see: Timur Dadabaev, Japan in Central Asia:
Strategies, Initiatives and Neighboring Powers (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), Chapter 2.

48 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, ODA White Paper 2013 (Tokyo: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2013), p.121.
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Central Asia in the period 2010-2013.

Table 2: Japan’s ODA Disbursements in Central Asia (2010-2013)
(Unit: in millions USD)

Year Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan Tajikistan Turkmenistan Uzbekistan
2010 -1.82 23.16 43.42 -0.94 7.04
2011 -20.73 30.62 35.59 -1.47 -1.79
2012 -15.93 19.57 32.98 -2.21 -6.01
2013 -6.32 17.48 26.66 -1.68 30.11
Total 811.60 553.65 248.86 37.82 857.70

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, “ODA by Region: Central Asia and the Caucuses,”
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/page_000010.html (Accessed February 24, 2016)
Note: Negative figures indicate that outstanding loans remain after repayment by respective recipients.

For China, comparable figures for ODA in Central Asia remain difficult to gauge. In both the 2011 and the
2014 ODA White Paper released by China’s State Council, besides general descriptions on the performance of aid,
the documents do not show the precise figures for the distribution of ODA in each region.*® However, according to
a study carried out by the RAND Corporation, of six regions (Latin America, Africa, Middle East, South Asia,
Central Asia and East Asia) surveyed, Central Asia received the least assistance in the past decade (2001-2011).%°
Although the SCO helped to initiate several agreements between China and Central Asian countries, most deals
were small, usually amounting to less than 100 million USD.5!

Nonetheless, with the announcement of the establishment of a Silk Road infrastructure fund consisting of
40 billion USD by Chinese President Xi Jinping at the APEC Summit in 2014, the potential amount of Chinese
credit in Central Asia may be greatly increased in the near future. In turn, such a development may directly challenge
Japan’s influence in the region. In terms of the disbursement of ODA, in 2012, Japan was the biggest provider of
development assistance in Kazakhstan, the second biggest provider in Uzbekistan (behind Germany) and the third
biggest provider in Tajikistan (behind Germany and the U.S.).5> While China’s commitment to aid and investment
in Central Asia has the potential to challenge Japan’s ODA diplomacy in the region, with most of Beijing’s assistance
in the past devoted to oil and natural gas, the threat of energy security may come to bear against Japan.5® It remains
to be observed whether Japan would increase its provision of ODA to Central Asia in response to China’s Silk Road
infrastructure fund.

5. Conclusion

This article briefly surveyed the emerging possibilities for strategic competition between Japan and China
outside the Asia Pacific region. While many of the past competitions between the two powers were concentrated in
Asia, developments in Central Asia suggest that it may be worthy for observers of Sino-Japanese relations to look
beyond the regional scope for factors that are likely to introduce new challenges and perhaps reinforce tensions
already existent in bilateral relations. As this article seeks to elaborate, from institutional establishments to different

49 See: The State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China,
“China’s Foreign Aid White Paper 2011, http://www.scio.gov.cn/zfbps/wjbps/Document/1435354/1435354.htm ;
“China’s Foreign Aid White Paper 2014,” http://www.scio.gov.cn/zfbps/wjbps/Document/1435360/1435360.htm
(accessed August 30, 2015)

50" Charles Wolf Jr., Xiao Wang and Eric Warner, China’s Foreign Aid and Government-Sponsored Investment Activities:
Scale, Content, Destinations and Implications (Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, 2013), pp.39-40.

51 Ibid.

5 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, “ODA by Region: Central Asia and the Caucuses,”
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/page_000010.html (accessed August 31, 2015)

53 On this point, see: Timur Dadabaev, “Chinese and Japanese Foreign Policies towards Central Asia from a Comparative
Perspective,” The Pacific Review, Vol.27, No.1 (2014), pp.123-145.
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strategic conceptions of Japan and China, to the amount of foreign aid or potential investment Japan and China
could bring to countries in the region, Central Asia contains the seeds for strategic competition in the near future.
In this respect, two aspects are particularly worth noting.

First, considering the difference in strategic outlook between continental and maritime powers, in terms of
Japan and China, an important question to address is whether both powers have the potential to mutually recognize
and acknowledge their respective spheres of influence. In theory at least, if both continental and maritime powers
keep to their power base, coastlines should serve as lines of demarcation or boundaries that keep the states away
from direct confrontations. However, as evidence in the South China Sea and the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands suggest,
the claims by Japan and China overlap and induce tensions. Once other power coalitions such as the Japan-U.S.
alliance and cooperation between China and Russia are taken into account as well, the international system
increasingly suggests an emerging division of competing power blocs defined by continental and maritime powers.
Therefore, in Central Asia, whether Japan and China can find compatible grounds for acknowledging each other’s
regional influences remains an important issue to be observed.

Second, besides power competitions, the stances and responses of Central Asian states are also critical
factors that may affect Sino-Japanese relations. Regardless of tensions between Japan and China, the fact that
Central Asian countries participate in both the SCO and the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue hints at the possibility
of a balancing strategy at work. Yet with the expansion of the SCO and China’s push for the One Belt One Road
initiative, how long Central Asian countries can sustain their balance between Japan and China seems uncertain.
For Japan, reduced influence in Central Asia may not only challenge attempts to diversify the sources of its energy
supply, Japan’s global influence may also be rolled back and perhaps be limited within the confines of Asia. The
consequence of such scenario may be an even smaller Japan than before that risks both political and economic
irrelevancy in the international community. How Japan’s leadership responds could define the country’s
international status for years to come.
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The Hollowing Influence of Robot Popularization on Humanity

FEH &K (Yuuta UMEDA)
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Today’s social expectations of robots are remarkable, however some people are afraid of
communicating with them. This is because they do not have warmth, which is often referred to as
“humanity.” They can act like human beings, but they are not human beings.

In Japan, “humanity” is expressed by words such as *“loss,” “doubt,” and “form.” Positive attitudes are
shown by the words “form” or “growth;” negative attitudes are shown by the words “lack” or “loss.” Such
phrases suggest that the meaning of “humanity” is not a natural process but constructed through education
or external factors. Especially, it is urgently necessary for children to be educated in “humanity”.

In societies where the use of robots has spread, one external factor involves robot communication. We
must consider the possible hollowing influence of robot popularization on children’s “humanity.” Children
may behave as if there is “humanity,” but they do not understand the real meaning of “humanity.”

I express this “hollowing of humanity” in terms of two-dimensional (2D) and three-dimensional (3D)
media. Within this concept, “media” refers to the person who communicates with another person. “2D
media” refers to characters appearing in media formats such as books or movies. “3D media” refers to
something that possesses knowledge, can think, and can respond. Thus, the “hollowing of humanity”
occurs during communication with robots, stemming from the mixed media combination of “2D” and
“3D” media. This paper proposes a solution for this problem.
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A Study of the Specification of the First Person in Japanese Giving-and-Receiving Expressions
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V. BBERFREE 72D, LAl [BUMRAAGEE S SEDE 2 — ] TR 5N 2 R REDOKIER
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RENDT—ANDDHZ LatafLic, Ao EiRIL, ORZRIUCE T 52— AR £ THEE RO
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WCEDRBDIFL LT, o by 7 Loxtbe, REICKDHMERK D, 56 LFH Y OFEELE
AL ST RDGE L FOMRERREICORN D &) 2 RUICEN SN D,

In this paper | consider the specification of the case frame in giving-and-receiving expressions from the
perspective of information structure. Because one can infer the relationship between the speaker, the
nominative, and the dative from the restrictions on point of view in giving-and-receiving expressions, the case
frame that represents the speaker himself is both restorable and omitable. However, from an examination of
the case frames in the BCCWJ (Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese), | point out that there are
some cases in which rather than being omitted, they are explicitly specified in order to achieve a certain
contextual effect. In this paper | have two major contentions. Using the concept of “the topic,” the first is that
the specified case frame is used to express a topic and has a contextual effect of activating the information.
And, | explain that a topic has a hierarchy and continuity and can function as a topic over more than one
sentence, and topics with a higher position in the hierarchy have a longer range. The second is that expressions
that co-occur with the activated case frame have a subjective characteristic of expressing an utterance attitude
on the speaker himself.

F—D— & RERE KGR K GAELEN BooRRE FE v
Keywords: Giving-and-receiving expressions, Case frame, Nominative/dative noun phrase, Restorable, Topic
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This study explores the experiences of exchange and international Japanese students studying in a rural
American university. Inquiry is made into the challenges, emotional turmoil and deviation from expectation of
Japanese students through open-ended surveys and semi-formal interviews. The results suggest the two biggest
challenges the Japanese students face are academic ability and lack of deep positive interactions with American
students. Students indicate a deviation from the expected friendliness and interest in them from American
students. We argue that these problems and the problems of Japanese students studying abroad are deeply
rooted in the internal processes and general attitudes of modern Japanese youth. We explore the differences in
self-perception of American and Japanese students and suggest the Japanese students adjustment challenges
could be effectively abated through academic preparation in general education while in Japan and by joining
extracurricular activities once in the U.S. We conclude this paper by providing suggestions from the keys to
success from similar programs and improving the experiences of Japanese students studying at universities in
u.s
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Introduction

The United States hosts the largest share of international students studying abroad, serving as a temporary
home to over 1.13 million foreign students'. Though this might seem just like a statistic to many, this is 1.13 million
emotional stories of the struggles that all of international students have to go through, often referred to as cultural
adjustment, which is the process of adjusting to a new culture. The majority of these students are college students,
and while studying at American universities they not only have to overcome the same challenges faced by native
students, but additionally are faced with language barriers, culture shock, unfamiliar social norms, adjustment to
consumption of foreign food, different educational expectations, isolation, and inability to establish social networks
(Church, 1985; Furnham & Trezise, 1983; Leong & Chou, 1996). According to the U.S. Department of Education,
the 2013 six-year graduation rate for first-time full-time undergraduate students who began their pursuit of a
bachelor's degree at a four-year degree-granting institution in fall 2007 was 59%?2, suggesting that undertaking an
undergraduate degree is not an easy task for American students, let alone for international students. Language is the

L http://www.wsj.com/articles/international-students-stream-into-u-s-colleges-1427248801 (Retrieved: November
30, 2015).
2 https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=40 (Retrieved: December 7, 2015).

241



Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies University of Tsukuba Volume 8 ONLINE / March 2015

most commonly discussed problem that international students face. Individuals from Africa, Latin America and
Asia were shown to have more difficulties with language than individuals from other countries, and this contributes
to the adjustment difficulties (Sodowsky & Plake, 1992). In the U.S., there are over 850,000 students from Asia,
however, other countries in Asia are also making efforts to attract foreign students. In 1997, over 47,000 Japanese
were studying in the U.S., and even though currently the number-one destination of Japanese students to English-
speaking countries is undoubtedly the U.S. with around 19,000 students enrolled in American universities, overall
currently more Japanese students are studying in China than in the U.S.® This makes the assessment of adjustment
challenges faced by Japanese students in the U.S. as paramount as ever. Rural, mid-size universities can be an
attractive destination for Japanese students in the future with MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology-Japan) doubling its funding for Japanese college students to go abroad in 2014.4

This study is part of an exploratory inquiry into the emotional experiences, challenges and strategic
techniques of Asian students during their adjustment process to American college life. In this study, the authors
focus on Japanese students, making an ethnographic inquiry into both Japanese students on short-term exchange
programs, as well as those enrolled in four-year undergraduate programs. This study’s purpose is to explore the
experience of Japanese students in a rural setting in a Midwestern university that offers in-state tuition for all
international students. By understanding the challenges these students face, we can better anticipate future
difficulties and explore possible solutions to alleviate the Japanese students’ emotional and physical burden. We
suggest some possible preparations for students prior to studying abroad and suggest strategies of coping during the
abroad experience that will positively affect the adjustment process for Japanese students.

1. Literature Review

The majority of the literature on the problems of international students in the U.S. point to language ability,
however, it is not rudimentary English fluency that is suggested to be the problem, but instead, it is the academic
language that poses a challenge (Gebhard, 2012). The complications that stem from academic language difficulties
include not understanding professors’ expectations, inability to express themselves in essay exams and oral
presentations, and limited interactions with fellow classmates during class discussions, all of which can lead to high
levels of anxiety and stress (Coward, 2003; Gebhard, 2010; Han, 2007; Huang, 2006; Kao and Gansneder, 1995;
Lin, 2001; Zhou, Frey, and Bang, 2011). Other obstacles that international students face are the differences in
communication styles and the unfamiliarity with American social norms (Barrat and Huba, 1994; Ingman, 2003;
Lee, Kang, & Yum, 2005; Rose-Redwood, 2005; Swagler and Ellis, 2003; Zhou, Frey, and Bang, 2011). The
differences that are profound in the communication styles of Japanese and Americans can be seen in the direct
versus indirect messages being interpreted based on a different set of standards. Furthermore, communication
apprehension (CA) also varies greatly between Japanese and Americans. This comparison suggests: “[R]eluctance
to speak in public settings (of Japanese) would not be expected to correlate with negative and problematic
characteristics that have been associated with high CA in the United States. In fact, communication behaviors that
reflect low levels of CA, thereby conflicting with cultural expectations, may be more likely to correlate with
negative social perceptions” (Pryor, Butler, & Boehringer, 2005, p.250). Communication influences the perception
of the interaction and is indispensable for mutual understanding.

Social interactions of international students with the local population is a major contributing factor to the
students’ adjustment to the host culture. Numerous studies show this to be true: the more frequently the international
students interact with friends from the host country, the better they adjust (Furnham, & Bochner, 1982; Heikinheimo
& Shute, 1986; Perkins, 1977). For example, the classic study by Sellitz and Hook (1962) showed that international
students felt a stronger connection to the U.S. if they have at least one close American friend. In a more recent study
done by Toyokawa et al. (2002), results suggest that extracurricular activities are positively related to Japanese
students’ experiences in the U.S. through increasing life satisfaction as well as better academic performance.

3 http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/koutou/ryugaku/1345878.htm (Retrieved August 28, 2015).
* http://japandailypress.com/government-to-encourage-more-japanese-college-students-to-study-abroad-0728362/
(Retrieved December 7, 2015).
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There is a vast amount of literature on international students’ adjustment to American life, however, few
studies are available on Japanese studying in the United States. American scholars focus on the international
students in the U.S., without focus or careful attention paid to how cultural differences between the U.S. and Japan
influence the experience of Japanese students in particular. A few extensive studies done by Japanese scholars into
Japanese students adjustment to U.S. include research of Tanaka and Takahama in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013,
resulting in 12 publications in Japanese journals. In their most recent study, “Cross-cultural Adaptation and Use of
Social Skills by Japanese Students Studying Abroad: Longitudinal Study of Students Who Participated in Pre-
departure Social Skills Learning Session” (2013), they stated the importance of learning social skills as part of the
preparations to go to the U.S., however, their findings were based on only two participants. In 2010, they did a study
of Japanese students in America by providing the students (n=4) with opportunity to do roleplaying with American
people, which they found to be effective in increasing social skills. The influential factor of success was the students’
attitudes (Takahama and Tanaka, 2010). Another Japanese scholar who explored cultural adjustment of Japanese
students in U.S. was Noriko Nakagawa. Dr. Nakagawa (2013) conducted extensive research on one person who
studied abroad from Japan to find out what had changed after the student went to America and exploring concepts
such as a change of images of Americans/America, Japanese/Japan, study abroad, and self-identity, using the E.H.
Ericson theoretical framework. The author concluded that as a result of the study abroad, the student became more
positive and reconfirmed self-identity.

Kie Kawauchi (2006) conducted a study that addressed the anxiety the Japanese students felt associated with
studying abroad, making a direct inquiry into the problems of cultural adjustment and pointing to the reduction of
anxiety as one of the key measures of success. The results of this study indicate that 80% of the Japanese students
adjust to using English within two weeks, not because of the English language improvement but due to the reduction
in anxiety (Kawaguchi, 2006). Kimura (2009) made an inquiry into the specific characteristics of Japanese which
were attributed to making the adaptation process to foreign cultures difficult for Japanese people. However, through
the systematic analyses of previous literature done in Japan on Japanese adaptation difficulties to different cultures,
the author found no evidence in support of such characteristics. The author concluded that Japanese researchers had
a negative view of Japanese, pointing to a bias and ultimately stating that the concept of Japanese uniqueness in
cultural adjustment was described very ambiguously and does not have enough evidence to be supported.

According to Hayashi (2002), the past research on Japanese students studying abroad is no longer applicable
due to the change of the demographic of Japanese that are able to go abroad. In the past, only the elite or
exceptionally talented were able to go abroad, however, at present time, almost anyone has this opportunity. The
purpose of their study was to explore the effects of studying abroad on Japanese students. Data was collected at
three times: Prior, during and after the study abroad to three English-speaking countries (the U.K., the U.S. and
Australia for nine months. Results showed that self-confidence and motivation increased during the study abroad
period and remained high after return.

Takeda (2009) discussed what Japanese exchange students feel are the biggest differences between Japan
and the U.S., giving examples of classroom behavior that are different between Japanese students and the U.S.
students such as playing with cell phones and attitudes toward attending class. Japanese students in this study
perceived Americans to both study and play hard, actively using self-appeal to get good grades and asking many
questions. Another finding was that the TA (teaching assistant) system was different between the U.S. and Japan. In
the U.S., there were many electives and undecided majors. It was easy to change majors, which some of the Japanese
students said was a better alternative to the rigid Japanese system; there is more freedom, but it is accompanied by
a lot of responsibility for their academic performance. Teachers’ evaluation forms seemed to give the teachers a lot
of pressure to perform well. In conclusion, American universities made students contemplate the point and goal of
university studies and take on more responsibility with the support of an academic advisor. Takeda’s research
reflects the views of Japanese students which might be a bit naive, as they ignore the darker side of the American
education system, which includes low university graduation rates and the large amount of debt that many Americans
incur.

Major limitations of most of the research described above done by Japanese scholars is that the studies on life
in the U.S. were conducted from Japan, the methodological tools relied on quantitative surveys limited the spectrum
of the experiences into boxed categories, or the data heavily relies on interviews after the Japanese students returned
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to Japan (a year after the beginning of their initial experiences). Furthermore, there are two major themes emerging
from the research published in Japan, which are preparatory focus or post-study effects on Japanese students.
Therefore, the questions of inquiry are the effects of the treatment, such as social skills workshops, role play practice,
etc., on the adjustment of Japanese students or how the adjustment process affected the Japanese students once they
returned home. This is partly due to the inquiry of the challenges being faced during their study abroad and would
require the researcher to be abroad with the students, during their study abroad. This leaves a gap in the literature
concerning the experiences of Japanese students during their study abroad. Another question which remains
unaddressed is that the majority of the studies look at universities in urban areas, giving no insight on how the lives
of Japanese exchange students might be different in the rural U.S.

Gerbhard (2013) summarizes his 20 years of research in his book on the thinking and feelings of international
students studying in the U.S. and identifies five phases of adaptation: 1) Preparing to leave, 2) Initial experiences,
3) Increasing interaction and challenges, 4) Culture shock, 5) Adaptation. In this exploratory study, we focus on the
experiences of Japanese students during the first three phases, addressing the following questions: What were the
feelings and experiences of Japanese students as they prepared to leave, and how could they have been better
prepared to meet the challenges of studying in the U.S.? What were their expectations and initial experiences while
studying in the rural U.S.? What were the challenges they met? How did they interact with local population? Our
goal is to address these questions and to describe their experiences from the students’ perspectives.

2. Methods

This study implements the qualitative method of inquiry and utilizes various tools of gathering data. Though
ethnographic in its nature in addition to the standard interviews, group discussions and observations, we have also
used open-ended-surveys. The sample population was selected from a university in the Midwestern U.S. located in
a rural city with a population of less than 40,000 residents. To protect the identity of participants, the university will
be referred to as M University, and it has an exchange program with three Japanese universities. The exchange
program started in 2000, with an average of 10 Japanese students per year attending M university for a study period
of 10 months. In the span of 15 years of the exchange program, out of approximately 150 Japanese students, there
was never a case of a student not finishing the program. Besides the Japanese exchange students, there are another
14 privately funded Japanese students enrolled in M University in undergraduate programs and one graduate
program student. The exchange students were contacted through a Japanese professor who explained the purpose
and goals of the research before asking them to volunteer to participate in the study. The Japanese students enrolled
as regular international students were approached in various ways, such as through school organizations (n=2), and
through introduction of friends. Initially 15 students agreed to participate; however, some students withdrew from
the study, and one student joined later on who was on a five month exchange program, leaving the sample population
of n=15. The study ultimately was comprised of five males and 10 females participants between ages 18 and 34,
with the majority of the participants around 20 and 21 years old. Nine of the students were on short term exchange
and six were enrolled in the regular programs. The founder of the exchange program was also interviewed to provide
the perspective of a professor overlooking the challenges faced by Japanese students in the past 15 years.

In the ethical consideration of this study, careful attention was paid to protecting students’ identity through
anonymity; however, exchange students who were very familiar with the other participants requested to meet in
groups during a few sessions of the study. Informed written consent forms for interviews and focus groups were
received from all participants which guaranteed the participants their right to privacy, anonymity, voluntarily
withdrawal at any time and protection against any harm. One of the students who kept a private diary gave consent
to use it for the study and provided photocopies of his diary from the first two months in the U.S. Study groups
were organized by some students, to which the researcher was invited bi-weekly. Observations were also made
during social events where the students invited the researcher to participate. The open-ended survey included the
purposes, goals of the research, and the rights of participants, with implied consent to use the provided information
by filling out the survey.

The language of inquiry varied depending on the tools, situation and the participants. The survey was written
in English; however, some students replied in Japanese while others replied in English. During the group sessions
and interviews with exchange students, Japanese was the primary language, with a few English words or sentences

244



Anya HOMMADOVA & Takanori MITA, Academic and Social Challenges of Japanese Students

when quoting Americans. However, the Japanese students enrolled in the regular undergraduate programs preferred
to use more English during the interviews. Overall the language used for the interviews was selected by the
participants’ according to what they were most comfortable to using. The Japanese interviews and surveys were
translated into English by the researchers.

3. Experiences of Japanese Students
(1) Open-ended Survey
Out of the 15 surveys distributed, we received 11 responses. The survey consisted of basic demographic
information and 11 open-ended questions, with one question having five sub-points prompting more information
on daily interactions with local population. The questions were divided into three major categories: 1) reasons for
the decision to study abroad and at M University, 2) expectations, concerns and preparations prior to arrival, and 3)
experience abroad and interactions in daily life.

Table 1. Summary of Survey Responses of Motivational Factors and Feelings Prior to Arrival to the U.S.
Sex|Age|Home Why study |Why M University? |Expectations prior to arrival |Concerns prior to

abroad? arrival.
01 F 24 Tokyo Failing exam Financial reasons Nothing particular Safety
in Japan

02 F 20 Yokohama Experience Established exchange Expected spoken English Academic ability
program, classes of  'would not be a problem

interest

03 M 20 Chiba Experience  Financial reasons | expected American people  Safety

more fashionable.

04 F 21 Kanagawa Experience Established exchange Americans image is of Safety, English
program, classes of  outgoing people ability
interest

05 M 20 Yamagata English Established exchange There are a lot of fat people in  Academic due to
program, classes of  U.S. Food is not so good. English ability
interest

06 M 21 Experience  Low scores needed, Academic ability,
safety, financial gaining weight.
reasons

07 F 20 Saitama  Experience American English,  No discrimination, Americans Safety
countryside location, friendly, more fun life,

financial reasons. speaking fluently within a few
months.
08 M 21 Omuta English Established exchange | thought everyone would be  Homesickness
program more friendly.
09 M 34 Tokyo English Financial reasons, I expected Americans to be Safety
classes of interest direct in what they say.
10 F 20 Kobe English Financial reasons Americans interested in other  English skill,
classes of interest countries, actually not so making friends
many
11 F 22 Tokyo English Countryside location Everyone cheerful and Safety, academic
expressive ability

(1.1) Reasons for Decision to Study Abroad and at M University
In identifying the motivation of Japanese students going abroad there were three major categories (Table 1).
In the first category, participants answers revolved around the theme of experience (n=5), as their main goal. The
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students were inspired by people in their lives or by other aspects of American culture. One female student wrote,
“When | was a high school student, my English teacher told me the story about her experience of studying abroad,
and I’'m interested in it. My family wasn’t surprised and easily accepted it because since | was a high school student
I had said that | wanted to study abroad when | was in the university.” Other students also mentioned that since a
young age they wanted to go abroad. Another student said, “I had wanted to study abroad since | was 12 years old.”
In this category the study abroad was a long-awaited, pre-planned, mediated experience highly anticipated by the
participants. Another student in this category describes how his brother’s experience influenced his decision, “Study
abroad was my dream. My brother has gone to Vermont State five years ago [and] that inspired me to want to do it.
My family knew that I would like to study abroad and | am learning English, so they did not stop me.”

Though some of the students do mention English, it is a secondary motivational factor for the “experience”
category, contrary to the next category of students whose primary goal was learning English (n=5). Students
identified learning the language as their motivation and goal, and some students mentioned that the U.S. was not
their first choice for learning English, while another student indicated that the U.S. was the best place to learn
English for her. Factors such as enjoying studying English since junior high school or the importance of English for
the students’ careers was the inspiration of this group. One student who aspires to become an English teacher wrote,
“l want to be an English teacher for the future, and | wanted to study at the country that English is spoken. In
addition, English taught in Japan is American English not British English, so | decided to go to the U.S. | chose M
because there is the subject in which | can join the fieldwork at elementary, middle or high school in the U.S. In
addition, there are some classes that I’m interested in.” The third group consisted of one student, where the student
was unable to get acceptance to the university of his/her choice in Japan and decided to study abroad instead. This
is a common reason why some Asian students come to American universities, however, not all students admit this
fact.

Three students mentioned being influenced by American pop culture, which made them interested in studying
in the U.S., and which seemed to have influenced their expectations of the U.S. Overall, all students received support
and encouragement from their family. Only one student mentioned that his family was against it at first. The reason
for choice being that this particular university had an established exchange program with their Japanese universities
and had classes in which they were interested. For privately supported students, the tuition fee being low
(categorized as financial reasons in Table 1) was the reason that made them choose M University. Another
underlying reason for the exchange students’ decision was the university being located in the countryside and
offered classes of interest to them being taught at M University. Student 11 wrote, “One of the reasons | choose M
was that it is in countryside. There are two reasons | prefer countryside. First is safety. Countryside is safer than
city. Second reason is that | wanted to study in quite place, | believed it made me concentrate on studying because
there are not so many place to have fun. Another reason that | chose M is that | thought there were few Japanese
people compared with other university.”

(1.2) Expectations, Concerns and Preparations Prior to Arrival

In the expectations of Japanese students, there was disappointment in the limited level of interactions with
Americans, which is described in the next section. The two largest concerns that the students had were safety and
their academic or language ability (Table 1). The safety concern was number one, with six of the students identifying
it as a major concern. As one student described, “Mostly my concern was safety, since shooting incidents were often
on the news.” Another student was concerned with public safety in relation to American law enforcement officers.
The second concern was with the ability to keep up with their studies and the English language. Two other students
worried about communication and ability to make friends. Other concerns included homesickness and gaining
weight.

In response to the prompt, “Describe your academic preparation to study abroad,” eight students said they
studied English, two students said they did nothing or they did not do enough, while one student read newspapers.
Overall the students did not have any clear ideas of how they could prepare to increase their chances of academic
success in the American education system.
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(1.3) Experience Abroad and Interactions in Daily Life

Almost all of the students have been abroad (n=10) either on vacation or a short-term exchange program.
Only one out of the 11 students has never been abroad before coming to M University. The first interaction that
nine out of the 11 Japanese students had with M University students was at international student orientation, which
two students were unable to attend. The experiences vary, but many students indicated that it was boring, though
the students were friendly. The orientation consisted of mostly international students and a few American students
representing the school. Some of the participants were still under the effects of jet lag and could not recall much
from the orientation.

In the section about interactions with the American students, most of the Japanese students said that it was
extremely rare for them to talk to their classmates and that the most common interaction was with their American
roommates. Three out of seven students who had American roommates indicated that there was some turmoil in the
relationship. Student 1 wrote, “...[O]nly thing is senses towards cleanness or something tiny (of American
roommate), which if these have accumulated, Japanese can irritated with.” Four of the students directly stated that
they had expected Americans to be different from what they have experienced thus far. One student wrote, “I
imagined Americans interested in other countries, but actually not so many (are)”, while another Japanese stated,
“I thought everyone would be more friendly.” Other differences in expectations were about physical appearance, as
one student said that he did not expect to see so many “fat” Americans, and another student wrote, “l expected that
American people are more fashionable because my favorite clothes companies are from America and there are
American celebrities fashion magazines in Japan.” The impression of American professors was “nice,” however,
some students commented that they speak very fast.

(2) Focus-Group Session

Eight exchange students participated in the focus group session. It was planned from 5 to 6 p.m. on August
28, 2015, however, it continued until 7:20 p.m. Two students departed around 6:15, while six students remained
until the discussion ended. The experiences described are within two weeks after arrival to the U.S.

The first prompt was challenges in everyday life in the U.S. The biggest daily challenge was food: all students
agreed that the food in the cafeteria and in American restaurants was not tasty. The two of the most common words
that were used are mazui and oishikunai (both meaning not delicious). Most of the students ate at the cafeteria while
one girl cooked her meals herself. Though it seemed that most of the students were aware that American food might
not be delicious, as one of the participants, H.I., said, “American food is bad, and | knew that from the Japanese
who studied in the U.S. before.” Another student, K., said: “Before coming, | knew the food is not going to be
delicious, and it was exactly as | thought.” One student, T., said that the food was worse than he expected. Among
the students, none came to the U.S. with positive expectations of food being delicious. When asked about what it
was that did not taste good, they all said everything did not taste good and was too oily. When asked to describe
exactly what it was in the taste that they disliked, after a minute of silence, one student said that it was the strength
of the flavor; anything sweet is too sweet and anything salty is too salty. The other students agreed that that was
most likely the reason why they could not get used to the food, as, in comparison Japanese food was blander. The
canteen serves a variety of food in a buffet style, including salad, pizza, Mexican food, hamburgers, dessert and a
full variety of dishes, however, the flavoring is for the American taste buds, which prefer intensity over subtlety.
Student E. commented that she was surprised that the drink refills were free in many restaurants and added that the
portions are very large, while the fish is expensive in stores.

The other cultural differences that students talked about were mostly concerned with the town and the people.
Most of the students did not expect it to be as rural as it turned out. Although they acknowledged that they knew
ahead of time that they would be coming to a rural place, they did not expect it to be such inaka or countryside as
it is. However, the majority of the students were more surprised by Americans themselves. Student E. said that the
appearance of Americans was a culture shock to her, all the girls wore yoga pants to class, and she doesn’t remember
seeing girls in public in Japan wearing headbands, while here at M University is was common. Furthermore, she
did not see any girls wear skirts with black net tights, where in Japan that is very common. Student S. added that
though it is cold, American students wore sandals; he also commented on the appearance of American
students,:“There are many fat people in the U.S. They are big, but they eat little. How did they get that big?” K.S.

247



Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies University of Tsukuba Volume 8 ONLINE / March 2015

added, “Yeah, and because some of them are tall, | had an image that they would be good at sports. However, in
reality, | have a sports class, many Americans aren’t that great, they are big, but they can’t move.” A third student
added, “Do you think that | could play basketball with them too and keep up?” K.S. replied, “I think you could win,
because they are slow.”

The students also discussed that the price of textbooks was extremely high in the U.S. compared to Japan.
Furthermore, the size of the textbooks and having the option of renting the textbooks from the bookstore were
unfamiliar to them. Another surprise was that some of the university events lasted late into the night and finished at
11 p.m. or midnight. All of the students agreed that there is a lot more discussion in the American classrooms than
in Japan. Student T. commented, “Students raise their hands and participate in answering questions, but some
students talk without even raising their hand.” Manners was another point of heated discussion. Five of the six
students said that their classes started on time, while one student complained that his professors were always 5 to
10 minutes late. The students went back and forth discussing the Americans professors’ punctuality, while the music
major student insisted that they are always late, and even in the international student orientation people were late.
There was a consensus, however, that the classes ended on time and students started packing up their things
regardless of what the professor was doing one minute before class ends. It was noted that in Japan students slowly
pack up, hang around and chat after class, while in the U.S., the students rush out of the classroom. Most of the
students had not yet had any personal interactions with their classmates, however they noted differences in manners,
such as taking too much space. “The American students put their feet up on the chair in front of them, even if there
is someone sitting there. In Japan this would be an unbelievable kind of behavior, but the American professors say
nothing.” The students who had roommates said that it was not easy to get along at times. K.S. said: “My roommate
is always hot, he opens the windows and turns on the fan even when it is cold.” Other interactions with people
included an interesting account of an unpleasant incident where three Japanese students got scared of a local citizen.
They recalled the incident with disbelief, “So we were just walking around on the sidewalk in downtown when this
black man started yelling at us. He got out of the car and came really close to us just swearing for no reason.” When
asked what exactly the man was yelling the students felt very uncomfortable and just said it was “racial insults.”
Despite some negative experiences that some of the students had, overall, the students said that their experience in
the U.S. thus far was positive. The session ended with all of the participants being thanked and, upon a request for
future interviews, the students suggested making a social group on Facebook and consented to being contacted
through instant messenger regarding the scheduling of future interviews.

(3) Interviews and Observations from Study Group Sessions and Social Events

Interviews and small discussions were held at M University’s commons area or at a nearby coffee shop. The
first interviews were conducted in May 2015 with three Japanese students who were about to go back to Japan after
completing a 10-month exchange program. In August and September of 2015, interviews were conducted with
students who recently arrived in the U.S. for the exchange program, as well as with three students enrolled in
undergraduate programs of M University. Another set of interviews was done in November 2015 focusing on the
third phase of cultural adaptation (Gebhard, 2013). All together 16 interviews were conducted each ranging from
30 minutes to a few hours.

The interviews with the newly arrived students were all centered on their struggles to keep up with their
classes and interactions with American students. It is important to note that two of the participants are from an all-
girls’ Japanese university. The comments and concerns were about academic assignments and the inability to
understand professors due to their English ability. Interviewees indicated that they did not have much interaction
with their classmates. One of the students joined the Korea Club and had a lot of interaction with the students there.
Another student described her interaction in a class group activity, “So, for speech class we had an assignment to
go to the library to look up some information in our group. We decided to meet on Thursday from 6 to 7:30 at the
library. I did not know what to do, and how or what to look up, and mostly stayed quiet. Around 7:30 everyone
started to pack up and leave, | was nowhere near being done, and some other students were not finished, but they
all left. Thankfully, Andrea emailed me later that night and said because she wasn’t finished either, the two of us
can meet up and finish it together” (Interview S3). Overall, not only the newly arrived students, but all of the
interviewees commented that the biggest difference between American and Japanese classrooms was the degree of
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activity of the students. The students in the U.S. were said to be interactive and were rarely observed sleeping in
class. The amount of group work and discussions was uncomfortable for the Japanese students. As Y. described, “I
was in this class where | didn’t know anyone, and the teacher said to make groups. | looked around, but... Then the
person who sat next to me to the right started talking to the person who sat next to me to the left, ignoring me
completely, but I was sitting in the middle, | don’t know | somehow ended up in their group but I couldn’t talk and
they didn’t listen to any of my ideas.” Surprisingly the most challenging classroom activity was identified as group
work. Six students during their interviews said that group discussion and group work resulted in the most conflict.
One student described a situation during a group project where they had to take pictures, and his partner was satisfied
with mediocre photos. When H. asked his partner to help him redo the pictures, his partner said he was sleepy and
needed a nap. During this part of the interview, the outrage felt by H. was re-lived and he described this emotional
experience with frustration and disbelief, repeating, “I don’t know what he was thinking” concerning the behavior
of his partner (Interview H13). Another student described a group project in leadership class as very stressful for
her: “I asked her [one of the group members who was taking charge] if | could help with the poster, and she
said "Don’t worry about it...” When | contacted her about helping with the fliers, she said she already did them”
(Interview K15). One of the most traumatic experiences was described by Y.: “While we were preparing for the
presentation she, [my partner] was always busy, but I still tried to do all I could to do a good job. The day we were
supposed to present, | asked her to meet and practice together, but she was busy again. Finally, when we had to do
the presentation, she told me in class that she changed the whole PowerPoint. | asked her to change it back because
I did not know what is in the new PowerPoint, but she just said 'read the slides, you’ll be fine.” My part of the
presentation went horrible. | cried at the end of the class and felt so embarrassed. English is not my first language,
I have to practice many times before class to do a good job on class presentations...” (Interview YA16).

When asked about what helps the students overcome academic challenges other than studying hard, three
strategies emerged during later interviews. The first is visiting the professors during office hours. All of the students
have met with their professors during office hours at least once. All professors teaching at American universities
have to provide office hours at a designated time during the week. The professors stay in their offices, available for
students to come and meet with them on a one-on-one basis to discuss anything related to the class. The Japanese
students indicated that their home universities in Japan did not have this system, and some wished that they had
understood the benefits of office hours earlier in the semester. Some of the help the Japanese students received
included looking over homework assignment before submission, helping review for tests, and providing
explanations for concepts that were not well understood. The second strategy that a few students used was requesting
tutors. The university provides a tutoring system for most classes wherein any student can request a tutor for any
class with the approval of the professor. The tutor meets with the students once or twice a week and helps the
students with anything related to the class. Two of the Japanese students said they have developed friendships with
their American tutors and that they sometimes spend time together outside of tutoring sessions. The tutors get paid
hourly by the school for their tutoring services and have to have taken and received an A in the class for which they
are tutors. The third strategy is audio recording the professor’s lecture and listening to it outside of class to get a
better understanding of the lecture content.

Another difficulty that students were having was understanding American humor, though the ongoing theme
of having problems with roommates was also common. One of the students, who did not have a roommate, met an
American girl who was studying Japanese. This girl offered to be her roommate, and the Japanese student was very
perplexed as to if she should consent or continue to live alone, as she heard that many Japanese students complain
about their American roommates. One student who was a transfer student and enrolled in the sociology
undergraduate program recalled her memories from living in the school dorms, “I have a dramatic story for you,”
she said excitingly. “So when | first arrived at M University, | lived in the dorms and I had a horrible roommate. At
first everything was okay, we signed a roommate agreement, in which we agreed that her boyfriend could visit her
on the weekends. But then her boyfriend started to be in and out of the room all the time. Furthermore, | would
wake up and see him half naked laying in her bed. The worst thing was his snoring, here | recorded it.” She took
out her cell-phone and after a few minutes she played a 20-second recording of a loud snore, then giggling, she
continued: “So | talked to the RA (resident assistant) and the three of us had a meeting about it. After that our
relationship became worse. She would come home in the early morning and sleep. But | have to go to class, so |
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had to turn on the lights. My roommate yelled, *Turn off the light, I am sleeping,” but it was almost noon! Then,
when | got a boyfriend and he came to my room and said hello to my roommate, she just ignored him. Finally, the
night before the day we were supposed to move out she was packing all night. So I said, ‘Can you turn off the lights,
because it was really late,” and | wanted to sleep. She said that when she was sleeping | had the light on, so | have
to get over it. We started to argue and she screamed ’bitch” at me and slammed the door” (Interview S4). When
asked why she did not move out or change roommates, A. said that she did not want to lose to her roommate, as if
it was an endurance competition.

When describing the activities the students had partaken in with American students outside of class, it was
mostly going out to bars or house parties. One student captured the essence of the differences between Japanese and
American youths interaction: “I think there is a difference in the way people interact in Japan and the U.S,,
particularly different ways of hanging out. For example, talking for a long time at a family restaurant in Japan is
very common, but American people don't like that. How should I say it...When hanging out with Americans, they
usually eat at a restaurant very quickly and then go to another place, then another place, you can go to a bar or
bowling or to some other activity. The emphasis is centered on an activity they do together. But in Japan it is more
about hanging out and we sit around chatting for hours. Another example is the dormitory floor meetings where
resident assistant organizes an activity, usually some kind of a game. However, in Japan, this kind of meeting would
consist of just sitting around and talking about our problems” (Interview M8).

When asked about culture shock, the main points were the unfriendliness of Americans, or not being as
friendly as expected, as well as not being interested in foreigners. One student recalled, “This was my first time
coming to the U.S. one year ago, | flew using Delta Airlines, before | always used JAL, where flight attendants are
slim and friendly. But on Delta, the flight attendants were fat and walked the aisles with folded arms and unfriendly
expressions. Other customer said Excuse me’, but the flight attendant was already talking to another customer, and
the attendant said loudly, *Be quiet | am talking to another customer right now.” She was shouting. | mean | know
she was busy, but this would not happen in Japan. This was my first culture shock” (Interview S5). Other students
also commented on the lack of smiles they receive from clerks and other people providing services. There was a
student who said that she feels Americans are very ignorant about other countries: “I was at the H. Center and the
receptionist asked where | was from, so | said ‘Japan.” She asked me where that was, so | showed it to her on the
map, and she said she wanted to visit it sometime. But | know she never will.” A student who was in a one-year
exchange stated at the end of her exchange: “Americans often talk to us like we are children because Asian females
look very young and they think we’re at least two, three or even five years younger than what we really are”
(Interview M2-7).

As can be expected, examining the interviews of students who were in the U.S. for over 10 months, the overall
attitudes toward the U.S. and Americans were much more critical. The students who were in the U.S. longer had
more stories about negative interactions. One of the students, Y., said that she felt a lot of discrimination and
described two of such experiences. First, at a party, one blonde girl said to her “l am quarter Jap” and all of the
Americans laughed, which made Y. very uncomfortable. “I think there is a lot of discrimination, and the locals don’t
like outsiders. No one really talks to us, probably because they don’t think we speak English” (Interview S5).
Another case she described was when she was walking with two American friends and their acquaintance stopped
them and said hello to the two American girls ignoring the Japanese student completely. M. also mentioned that she
felt like an outsider. She said that most local American students knew each other from high school and it was
difficult to enter into their circle or to understand and follow their conversations.

Five of the interviewees felt comfortable enough to discuss their romantic relationships. Two girls said the
courting in the U.S. is very different, and that American males are more aggressive when approaching girls. Y. said,
“At a party, guys would come up and flirt. Then when | would say ’I have a boyfriend back home,” their response
is, 'l don’t care.” But | care. Guys in Japan are less direct...” One of the girls had a relationship with an American,
and said she thinks that Americans are too different in the way that they think and that she would prefer not to date
an American again. Interestingly, one of the male students who had a girlfriend in Japan was frustrated with other
Japanese students” comments about his relationship saying: “They have become Americanized, and not in a good
way.” The local Japanese students made fun of his level of seriousness toward his girlfriend (Interview Sh13). Two
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other students, Sa and K., were not in relationships but were attracted and starting to go on dates with international
students from other Asian countries.

(4) Observations and Data from Study Group Sessions, Social Events and Personal Narratives

In the weekly study groups organized by the researchers for the Japanese students, the students eagerly studied
and asked questions. It was obvious that the students cared about their academic standing, however their struggles
with grasping the material were also obvious. During the observation of a few student social gatherings, the Japanese
students’ behavior and comfort level varied depending on the situation, number of people they knew and, most of
all, the amount of time they had spent in the U.S.

One of the students in the study group had an assignment for a class wherein fellow American classmates
offered written comments on the Japanese student’s behavior during group work. The assignment was for the
students to reflect on those comments. During one of the study sessions, this Japanese student offered to share her
written assignment with the researchers and consented for its use in this study.

There are three kind of comments | got from my group members: How did | work for the task, how did |
communicate with group members, and what can | improve. First of all.... | got comments such as “Committed to
the project,” ’Doing her best to understand the text,”” ““Slides were done very well,”” ’Portion was always done on
time,”” and “Great job speaking in front of the class.” When | worked for the group, I thought that all I could do
was doing my best. Because | knew | could not speak English like other group members did, | believed | should
have made up for it. That is why I decided to finish all the job on time and understand the text book. Also, | did my
best for the presentation. For example, | made a slide which was easy to understand by using few keyword, and
made a script for the presentation and practiced before the presentation. From their comments and my perspective,
I would say that | committed to the project by doing [my] portion on time, practicing speeches for better speaking,
making understandable slides, and understanding the textbook.

Secondly, | would like to talk about how I communicated with group members. My group members said that
I was a “Very kind group member,” “Struggled to understand what the group members were saying,” ‘““Always
communicates through messages if she was struggling or had any questions,” ““Asked for help when it was needed
and always asked for someone to look over her work to make sure it was correct,” ““Helpful and positive,” “Hard
worker, tried hard to involved during group meetings,” ““Praised those who helped me” and ““Best fit under the
task-related role of the information/opinion seeker because she was great about asking questions if she was unsure
or didn’t understand something.” During the group work, | kept my mind that I should not have left something
without understanding and asked anything until | fully understood what they said. This is the reason why | said that
I asked for help and [was the] best fit for information/opinion seeker. | also attended all the meetings even if | could
not talk to them a lot since | need to understand what our group member thought about. On top of that, I got
comments that | was positive and praised those who helped me. Actually, | tried to be positive because it I got
through by my attitude. Overall, | believe that | communicated with our group members by asking for help, attending
every meeting, and being positive.

Finally, I would like to talk about suggestions | got from our group members. They said that | should speak
more, such as ““Should express [her] own opinions and thoughts,”””” Speaking more in person and showing us what
[she] was working on so they could help in person for better understanding on both sides,” and ““Participation in
group conversation about ideas and brainstorming about the project as a group.” This was the hardest part for me
because all I could do was keep up with their conversation. But | think I should be conscious of expressing my own
thoughts and, at least, say something.

The struggles of the student and the reactions of American students in its natural environment is clearly
demonstrated by this narrative. During group communication, American students saw K. as struggling and actively
asking questions, demonstrating that the Japanese student did not have a totally passive role, however the focus of
suggestions for improvement revolved around “speaking more.”

(5) Accounts from the Exchange Program Related University Staff
More data was provided by the Japanese staff who supported the students in the form of written materials and
interviews. Through the observation of the exchange program with Japanese universities that started in 2000, the
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staff provided us with the following information about the Japanese exchange students. The university has had a
regular exchange with three universities in Japan and, as of 2015, has accepted over 100 students. The American
students who are sent to Japan study in special Japanese classes. As long as the placement test correctly measures
the students’ levels, they experience no major difficulties while studying in Japan, because the Japanese classes are
designed for foreigners and their classmates are foreigners as well. Conversely, the exchange students from Japan
enroll in regular classes at M University with American students, which leads to major problems. The problem lies
deeper and is more serious than just their English ability: It is the knowledge of the subjects they take. In Japanese
universities, if one has some basic knowledge, it is possible to follow along in class, read the textbook and other
literature, and soon be able to participate in class discussions. As college students having general public knowledge
(such as politics, economics, and social problems) without having academic knowledge, the student at best can get
average marks such as Cs.

The study abroad experience is a challenge beyond imagination for Japanese students who believed that the
exchange program is just a language study exchange. There have not been any examples of failure so far. Before
arriving, students were equipped with prior knowledge of the classes they were going to take at M University, and,
furthermore they had good study habits. The results were clear, demonstrating that the key to predicting academic
success of the Japanese students was their academic preparation beforehand. The study groups were organized by
the Japanese staff who advised students in order to help the students better understand the course subjects undertaken
at M University. Students who came regularly to the staff for academic advice or participated in study groups all
received over 80% in their classes. This shows that motivation and sincere desire to learn and receive advice are
other key factors for academic success.

According to the Japanese staff at M University, students who consider the study abroad as a mere fun
experience exerted their efforts at making friends and seemed to finish their study abroad thinking that studying is
useless. For the purpose of finding employment in Japan, the “study abroad” is perceived as merely a kind of
experience and not as evidence that a large amount of knowledge available abroad was attained through the “study
abroad.” However, students who have an extensive overseas experience and utilized it to their advantage were able
to become English teachers in public and private schools as well as attaining jobs at large trading companies. Also
their job hunting in Japan yielded wonderful results. Even though due to the study abroad they started the process
of job hunting later than their Japanese cohort, they still found jobs.

Regarding interactions with American students, the Japanese students who assisted in teaching Japanese-
language courses were able to use this experience to make American friends. Other cases when friendships sparked
and Japanese students became close to American students include living on the same floor in the dorms and
attending sports events or participating in a Japan Club. Though the staff refrained from commenting on the
influence of romantic relationships of the Japanese students with Americans, they did state that the case of Japanese
female students dating Americans was indeed common and that it usually did affect the Japanese students’ studies.

4. Results

From the initial analyses of the data gathered, it is suggested that the two major problems that students faced
are academic ability and difficulty in having deep meaningful interactions with American students. The students
that had been in the U.S. a few months, as well as students who had been in the U.S. for over a year, indicated an
indifference or lack of friendliness from the American students. This was caused at least partially by the discrepancy
between the expectations of the students prior to their arrival to the U.S. and their personal experiences once they
were in the U.S. The strong image of “how Americans should be” in the descriptions the students provided clashed
with the reality of regular students in the rural U.S. who seemed distant. The expectations were partially caused by
the portrayal of Americans on TV and with the students’ firsthand interactions with Americans in Japan. The
Americans in Japan most likely already had an interest in Japan and therefore are different from the average
American who has little knowledge about Japan (Ishii et al., 2015). The Japanese students could not pinpoint exactly
how Americans were distant: Interviewees noted through instances of not exchanging greetings and not caring
enough. We suggest one logical explanation is in the personal space theory first proposed by Edward Hall (1966).
Japanese students come not only from a country that is heavily populated, but are also from major cities such as
Tokyo, Yokohama, Kobe, while America is less populated and Americans are known to need a lot more personal
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space than Japanese (Hall, 1966). However, Americans from rural areas that are even less populated need
considerably more personal space than even an average American. Japanese students are likely to feel that
Americans are distant on a subconscious level due to their trying to keep physically further away from the Japanese
than they are accustomed. One student commenting that people seemed friendlier in California, but unable to
describe how so, can further support this argument. We believe that expectations prior to arrival and the cultural
differences in personal space can be plausible explanations to why Japanese students perceived American students
as distant and unfriendly. However, further inquiry is needed for any definitive results.

The concerns prior to arrival were safety, however the murder rate in the city where M University is located
is slightly lower than of Tokyo. Though it is true that the crime rates in the U.S. are very high compared to Japan,
the concern for safety in the location this group of students chose were unfounded. Furthermore, it is even safer to
live on campus as the campus is patrolled by security 24 hours a day. Daily problems of the students revolved
around American food; however, in the later interviews the students did not mention the subject and talked more
about difficulties in classes and interpersonal relationships. Most likely after a month of living in the U.S., the new
students were used to American food, though they do not consider it delicious and instead reported just getting used
to it. According to the students, the problems with their academic performance stems from their English language
ability. However, we suggest the explanation lies in a lack of proper preparations prior to arrival and their attitude.
The majority of the students indicated that they prepared by only studying English, but according to the staff of the
exchange program office, students coming from Japanese universities that teach more general subjects performed
considerably better academically that Japanese students from universities that concentrated on major subjects only.
The problem is not only the language, but knowledge of the subject and the style of teaching that the professors in
Japan and U.S. use, as well as the students’ study habits. Furthermore, as previously noted by other scholars,
international students are often impaired by the academic language; however the Japanese students themselves
might not be able to differentiate between their inability to understand academic language and label the problem as
“just English.”

Another issue that can contribute to the Japanese students’ struggles is their motivation and self-identity
compared to American students with whom they are studying. In 2014, an International Survey of Youth Attitude
was published by Cabinet Office of Japan on the attitudes of Japanese youth compared to six other countries®.
According to this survey, Japanese youth scored lower across categories that play a key role in academic success in
an American college environment. Looking at the self-reported ability to clearly express one’s thoughts to others,
83% of American youth indicated they were able to do it, while majority of Japanese youth (52%) said that they did
not think they had this ability (p. 12). In the American college environment, where a lot of focus goes on critical
thinking, class participation and discussion, the ability to express yourself clearly to others is imperative. Another
factor is making decisions and having willpower: 87% of American youth felt proud of being able to do so, while
the majority of Japanese students (57%) disagreed with the statement (p. 18). An even graver outlook is given by
the responses on the motivation factor: 77% of Japanese youth felt unmotivated and bored, compared to 50% of
American youth; furthermore over 70% of Japanese youth felt sad and depressed (p. 23-24). In the comparison of
youth from seven other countries, Japanese youth scored the highest across three categories: unmotivated, depressed,
and sad.

The lack of motivation by the majority of the youth in Japan is one thing to consider, however the motivation
to study hard in the U.S., instead of enjoying American life is another. The value of the “study abroad” experience
on a Japanese resume during the jobhunting period is not valued as gaining knowledge from a foreign county, and
instead according to Dr. Pharr, “has no positive evaluation—and if students spend over a year abroad, it is liable to
have a negative impact on their prospects for finding a good job after graduation. The companies do not make
exceptions for the deadlines of job applications and tests that are required for the job application process in Japan.
The students studying abroad are often at a disadvantage as they return from U.S. to Japan after the jobhunting
period has already begun.

5 http://wwws8.cao.go.jp/youth/english/survey/2013/pdf_index.html (Retrieved: September 10, 2015)

253



Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies University of Tsukuba Volume 8 ONLINE / March 2015

5. Conclusion and Direction for Future Studies

The results indicate that the Japanese students studying at M University struggled the most with their studies
and in their interactions with American students. Their biggest concerns prior to arriving in the U.S. were safety
and the ability to keep up with the classes. Overall, the students’” success is largely dependent on their preparations
prior to arrival in the U.S., their attitude and their ability to create meaningful relationships with American students.
Though most of the students prepared by studying English prior to their arrival, more effective general knowledge
is one of the keys to success in the American academic environment. Our results on Japanese students’ preparations
prior to coming to the U.S. were consistent with research done by Tanaka and Takahama (2013), in that the Japanese
students did not know or have a good plan to follow on how to prepare for their study in the U.S. The social skills
workshops suggested by Tanaka et al, (2013) could be effective, but we suggest academic preparation, as well as
familiarity with the American student support system, can significantly help Japanese students to adjust to their new
environment. According to the Japanese students, visiting class professors or Japanese professors during office
hours and utilizing the tutoring system helped them improve their academic performance as well as gain confidence
in their abilities. Awareness of these services prior to arrival could have eased some of their anxiety which,
according to past research shows to positively contribute to the adjustment of Japanese students (Kawaguchi, 2006).
Furthermore providing more basic information about food, limited public transportation in rural areas, buying or
renting textbooks, asking professor’s permission to audio record lectures will all help reduce uncertainty and anxiety
of students coming to the U.S.

This study is exploratory in nature and was designed as a case study, therefore we advise to be cautious of
using any of the data for generalization purposes. The student sample was relatively small, but we were committed
to getting rich and descriptive data of Japanese students’ experiences. As few studies are available on the
experiences of Japanese students studying across the U.S., we hope more scholars will explore this phenomenon
with larger samples utilizing various tools of inquiry. In the field of Japanese companies’ perceptions on the study
abroad experience as well as the perceived value of “studying abroad” by the Japanese public, little information is
available in English.

References

Barratt, M. F., & Huba, M. E. (1996). Factors related to international undergraduate student adjustment in an
American community. College Student Journal.

C-, W., & Gansneder, B. (1995). An assessment of class participation by international students. Journal of College
Student Development, 36, 132-140.

Church, A. T. (1982). Sojourner Adjustment. Psychological bulletin, 91(3), 540.

Coward, F. I. (2003). The challenge of “doing discussions” in graduate seminars: A qualitative study of international
students from China Korea, and Taiwan. Dissertation Abstracts International,, 64, 1-A.

Furnham, A., & Trezise, L. (1982). Social difficulty in a foreign culture: An EMpirical analysis of culture shock.

Furnham, A., & Trezise, L. (1983). The mental health of foreign students. Social Science & Medicine, 17(6), 365-
370.

Gebhard, J. G. (2010). What do international students think and feel? Adapting to college life and culture in the
United States. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.

Gebhard, J. G. (2012). International students" adjustment problems and behaviors. Journal of International Students,
2(2), 184-193.

Hall, E. (1966). The Hidden Dimention(1st ed.). New York, NY: US: Doubleday & Co.

Han, E. (2007). Academic discussion tasks: A study of EFL students’ perspectives. Asian EFL Journal,, 9(1), 8-21.

Hayashi, S. (2002). Nihonjin gakusei no rytigaku keiken to jiko ni kansuru ishiki no henka ni kansuru judan-teki
kenkyt [A longitudinal study about the influence of Japanese students' study-abroad experience on the self-
evaluation change]. Humanities Studies.

Heikinheimo, P. S., & Shute, J. C. (1986). The adaptation of foreign students: Student views and institutional
implications. Journal of College Student Personnel.

Huang, J. (2006). English abilities for academic listening: How confident are Chinese students? . College Student
Journal Kao,.

254



Anya HOMMADOVA & Takanori MITA, Academic and Social Challenges of Japanese Students

Ingman, K. A. (2003). An examination of social anxiety, social skills, social adjustment, and self-construal in
Chinese and American students at an American university. . Dissertation Abstracts International, , 63, 9-
B, 4374.

Ishii, K., Kaigo, M., Tkach-Kawasaki, L., & Hommadova, A. (2015). Assessing American Attitudes Toward East
Asian Countries. Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies, 7, 111-120.

Kawaguchi, K. (2006). Daigakusei no i bunka tekid to shinri-teki fuan no henka ni kansuru kenkyi. [Study on the
cross-cultural adaptation and change in the psychological anxiety of college students]. Aomori University
of Health and Welfare Journal, 7 (1), 37-43.

Kimura, Y. (2009). Ibunka tekio-ron no naka no nihonjin tokushu-ron ni tsuite [Strong belief in Japanese uniqueness
in papers about cultural adjustment]. Ritsumeikan International Studies, 22(2), 415-436.

Lee, D. H. (2005). A qualitative assessment of personal and academic stressors among Korean college students: An
exploratory study. The College Student Journal, 39(3), 442-448.

Leong, F. T., & Chou, E. L. (1996). Counseling international students. Sage Publications, Inc.

Liu, J. (2001). Asian students’ classroom communication patterns in U.S. universities: An emic perspective.
Westport Connecticut: Ablex.

Nakagawa, N. (2013). Nihonjin ry@igakusei no i bunka sesshoku to aidentiti [Intercultural Contact and Identity of a
Japanese College Student : Image Analysis of Pre-departure, On-site and Post-study Abroad]. Kobe:
University of Marketing and Distribution Sciences, Faculty of Human, Social and Natural Science, 25(2),
53-75. Retrieved from http://www.umds.ac.jp/profile/pages/documents/053-075nakagawanorikosensei.pdf

Perkins, C. (1977). A Comparison of the Adjustment Problems of Three International Student Groups. Journal of
College Student Personnel, 18(5), 382-388.

Pryor, B., Butler, J., & Boehringer, K. (2005). Communication Apprehension and Cultural Context: A Comparison
of Communication Apprehension in Japanese and American Students. North American Journal of
Psychology, 7(2), 247-252.

Rose-Redwood, C. (2010). The Challenge of fostering cross-cultural interactions: A case study of international
Graduate Students' perceptions of Diversity Initiatives . College Student Journal, 44(2),389.

Sellitz, C., & Cook, S. (1962). Factors influencing attitudes of foreign students toward the host country. Journal of
Social Issues, 18 (1) (1962), pp. 7-23.

Sodowsky, G., & Plake, B. (1992). A study of acculturation differences among international people and suggestions
for sensitivity to within-group differences. Journal of Counseling & Development, 71(1), 53-59.

Swagler, M., & Ellis, M. (2003). Crossing the distance: Adjustment of Taiwanese graduate students in the United
States. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 50(4), 420.

Takahama, A., & Tanaka, K. (2010). Beikoku ryfigaku yotei no nihonjin gakusei o taishd to shita sdsharusukiru
gakushi, [Social skills learned by Japanese students prior to study abroad in United States]. Hitotsubashi
Univeristy Center for International Education Bulletin, 1, 67-76.

Takahama, A., Nishimura, Y., & Tanaka, T. (2008). The influence of social skills to get social support on adolescents
during study abroad: A case study on Japanese short-term exchange students. Journal of International
Student Advisors and Educators, 10, 69-84.

Takeda, K. (2009). Zaibei nihonjin daigakusei no Nichibei kydiku hikaku [Comparison of Japanese and American
Education from the perspectives of Japanese students studying in U.S.] . Bulletin of Toyohashi Sozo
University, (13), 45-58.

Tanaka, K., & Takahama, A. (2013). Cross-cultural Adaptation and Use of Social Skills by Japanese Students
Studying Abroad. Longitudinal Study of Students Who Participated in Pre-departure Social Skills Learning
Session.

Toyokawa, T., & Toyokawa, N. (2002). Extracurricular activities and the adjustment of Asian international students:
A study of Japanese students. International Journal of Intercultural Relations,, 26(4), 363-379.

Zhou, Y., Frey, C., & Bang, H. (2011). Understanding of international graduate students’ academic adaptation to a
U. S. Graduate School. International Education, 41(1), 76-84.

255



©2016 Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies

W — Vol. 8, March 2016, pp. 257-264 (ONLINE)

Master’s and Doctoral Program in International and Advanced

] dp dnese Studies Japanese Studies
E]% E *ﬁﬂ:% Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences.

University of Tsukuba

Wr9E/ — b

SCRIZELIN 2 85c B 1 7 OF&RE

The Function of the Conjunctive Particle Kara at the End of Sentences

% EFF (Sigi SUN)
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XRDOHZ120F 1. [GELFOLEL KT - HEFITHESED ), 20 TRHEFoTH2ET]. 3.
FELFORENRBELZRT ) LWV 30D RBERENELD ZLE2HR LI, D5 b,
1. IFELFOLEZRT - HEFITHGESE L) 7135, BOIRICHEBL U 7238656 & RIS LTl
ENDIEEENI T T TH DN, 2. [MEFOITEIZMET ] 7 KO3, (G5 LFORERRREE %
KT W7, BISCARE B S MG BIR I 2R W KIEER 7 7 T b,

SCRIZBIN D 71 T ORNEIZIE, #ae B O AR HNED BtV Bric 2B 1. DX 97,
PeehEal & L COMM AR TWD b DR, 3. O X9 7, Bt BhEa O M 3 A b L CHLZR 5 Tk}
NBAFRAOBKRE ] ZRIZLTWD b Db H D, ARMBOITT DA T OICRMIEZ, JekECHT
SN ERFI TH o2 b DR, SCRICANWDLND Z LIZL - T, EfiE BN NiRrx
R, BTG LT LB 2 D,

In the present paper, | have tried to summarize the phenomenon that using Japanese conjunctive
particle kara at the end of sentences creates new functions. Discussion is based on the discourse
construction when kara appears at the end of sentences. As a result, it was found that three functions are
newly created: (1) to express sympathy or to try to convince; (2) to urge the interlocutor to do something;
and (3) to express the speaker’s negative emotion. | also note that kara is used in a kyowa (collaborative
dialogue) when it is expressing sympathy or trying to convince and used in a taiwa (non-collaborative
dialogue) when it is urging the interlocutor to do something or expressing speaker’s negative emotion.

As an end-of-sentence expression, kara’s functions are different from the traditional functions of
Japanese conjunctive particles. Among them, you will find that some kara serve the same basic function as
a Japanese conjunctive particle, and you can also find some kara which only serve a interpersonal function
are separated from the traditional one. Kara’s function as an end-of-sentence expression used to be similar
to that of Japanese conjunctive particles, but it is losing the connection with main clause and now
achieving new functions.

F—D— K ORKBL A XEE ORIREEE SUAE
Keywords: End-of-sentence expressions, Metafunction, Mental attitude, Grammaticalization

XL &Iz

B A AGE OB BhFIE, EAMICE X THAIND LW IHIBX ELoOFIKEFT 20 TH D, 2
D EERONCHERLUZOX, (LHE (1908) THDH, =Dk, KefL (1950), A (1964) 7¢ & THeBRK
WIBFTE 2 kR L7298 L 0 . BEREBIEAIORESC « BRROFRHERO 2GR 072 W S 0o T2, Fill
Tl SCRIZEN D BB 2 100 &I -5 Bl (A)112009, #F 2010 %) . B&kcBhia o SRk

257



FUEARFERFBE A SRR AIFER TEER B ADE] W85 ArTAr (2016 £F)

MDWFZER SNO0H DM, SUREHE U THRE LIEIEITRICEME TSR 2720, 2T 5
FLRITEEA T TH D, AR, Halliday (1970) 232PE L7z SFL BERD 3 DD A X FEREIC IS &
HTNLRICEHND Z LI L > TS LTRELE . ERBIRNLHLNIT L2 ENANTH S,

1. XKIZENSEGBFRERDSICET ETHE

BRI CTE WKL L UL, ek 5L & LI, TOafERRifsEE LT, EX
SEOT —HXIZHSW=A)IL (2009) B D, BIINISCRICH D DGR OHEE . STIRICHER
HONK LD REHENMETENENC LT EVWRL LY & TBRMT 1= L T8
WS LI XBIRAT B2 RE FRED SUIR FICAATE e okt LT, TREERAHT ) IZBRMA T 61
HREFENR LICHFET D L0 HIETH D,

XRIZEND D712 [E0WRL L) ofEE TERMAIT) ORERS D, BiEIIH & T s
DITAE FITSELNH OIS RIERZIE R LT HEAZERSR] bOTHLIN (1), #HEITH
HERTDZEICE-oT, T (FFHED) TG SED &V ) EENRISREZF 2. 5 LR &
ncnsd (2),

(D.755—:1(rrl) RCLICETAT T
HE: & L <3, HTFH)
B—: [7pniag
HHE T =FH)
g [y ROBEBIT TRET) A7, Eo-void, EDI<0)
BHE : [FICLCRT LY, 77— M AT
ge— TR 21X L0) 22530y, o T &)
BHE: T(H5-570) A, bOXELOIIKER)
(i)l — [289747) p.114 7)1 2009:54 L v F48)

(2). Wpkz : TAHRIZE S 2B L0, BELDHSTALRRN?
KN TEDLR AN, EFRIXoTNTH L,
Kt - ... 295, HOAN, BAE T TFZES 0B, ]
(Fi)lFE— TR p.128 1)1 2009:111 & v F548)

—J. & (2010) (AT OFEAEZNGHFE L, Al (2009) 159 TBHHEZERIRW] IT7E2F0
ARWIFENBIRE LT D EB X T, MBE 0B ERT ) 7 (3) & LTW5H2, Al (2009)
WL 2B ER R T O 7% NHMOBEHREZRT) #T7 LR LTWS 4),

(). B T(EHAZHL) B bA, ]
H— A2
B DR BEE N RD DD, |
H— (A T?2]
B TS Z o E T, )
([HZEAVOMMEIZH ] 7 2010:78 X v 1548)

(4). FE: 72 0nbRn TR, )
A TnbnbnS & HATI DEINDH0 D,
([HZA0OMMB7-H 1] #F2010:74 X v Fi8)

FJII (2009) EFF (2010) (% TEEEH ) W) HREICK L TR A IR R > TWDHMN, BT DKM
EOZBZNZRERFERR Wiy (Bl OREE, BENToRERS D L EREL TS,
INDDOREF, T2 L > TEMN-FR & BIEOFERR (RiTH 1991, 2009 TiX V7 U 7 4 —|
ERFINTWD) ICHEN R O, THEB) OF ZIIBEICFERICR SR, @Eonidoh Zixzhnm
HEZY S HHE FOITEIEER > TWDHTD, AMFZETIERTHE (1991, 2009) OHFEEZZBIZ LT

258



2 BB [SORICBL 2 BB 7 7 OFERE )
Sigi SUN, The Function of the Conjunctive Particle Kara at the End of Sentences

kT, miEE TRE - BHOL T |, &% [ZEOHT T EESZ EIZT 5,

b, BT S e 5 O RE AR L e, RS0 RICERE S I, LR
DN T 0 I & R HEEEAS L AL B -, SR AR b LRI AR A B M E A
LISEEEN TS (I 1901), SO & MR B A AL E LT, SEATIIE TR BTV B L
KOH T, VTR BRI TIRIC &> THHOH F BT TE 52 LR bRG, FEo (1)
L @) 1 (1) © HEZLCET . (2 O (DA, LA L7 F2 5 b | bR S
HLDTH A,

(1) FCLTERI2L, &FLT<{hT,
(2°) HON, BT TFEILEDLDL, EFIRoTINTEH &,

E AT, B TOXEMEFCHREL FICHEB L TWD b T, ko (5) O X HITEXIC
BHALTERWHLOHH D,

(5). #HfE : T3, fLEfdE-> TV —fERATE 21T ? |
L /N3, ]
FRBE  TH O NEDRS L E—FERATETR, )
L ThlZ, Fob—RD I FATEST=bIF Uo7\, |
B TTh3T vkl
Lo T2 0BT
7 m R —X KA 5 356]

(B) A ZIE THL) P EREZZRTEEORGECHEI L TV D0, 81 1T OEREZMNES
HAH7200 TFRIK - BEOD T EEIRL 9 51E) (5a) THL] BEROKEEZKA H LT B350
5 &t Z ) ELTHLEETE 5720 (5b) EMICHYTIARLZRNTRETD L. SUREH
& LT b aiE O DB BB I IKIE VLN R b5, (Ba)., (Bb) DL I ReELTEE5 &,
(5) T l#plfE) ORFHESTALDA A=V, ERELTHEFIZC—ELT-OTH D,

(58) L : [7ZOBENZETTLL, WL TEHY A,
(5b) fL: 722D T2 b, ZOFFEERO T ES N,

XRDH T I X NEDOZER L LTH O &, (6) XS RMABINHHTE <D T LIiL,
SCRMEZ P ED RIS INLEAT T 25 2 TR RIF TODIETH D, — ADFELF
Tl aElaxlz 1) & (27) L~ (1) 2 6) OB TIE, =V EROH GBI D
bZZ, TNRVDFENTRHY 550 T, KETTETREFMEDOEN D, SURICHND N T & 0¥
T %,

2. XKRDHSHEDHREREE

CABBEWCH I LHWRBR LEEORNAEED &9 FE LTI, KA (1987) LV Mz [H55)
EEFTINZ, BARMARERREICOWT, T 2%— (2003) 1% [ AL EOFEERMEY BT
LR EOBAL (B - Hi - HI) 055 bDOT, BOFBENEOFEOREEFTE LY, 20
WEEATERSEY, BBV L2V, BODORFBIIWMVIAATE 720D, WX -0 55K &
LTS, —J, TIEE) EXNid 5 xR EWoHEE LTI, s E R s L2, GiLTF
BEMEXTZWZ EEZFORLSTORRETH D, AFETIY EF7207 TEWKDLREUL, &
FETHLNTREF/E LT, A= DORBEEND L HICTRZ DT, fTize < & < #Ripy 7y T4
Bl b Tun s,

259



FUEARFERFBE A SRR AIFER TEER B ADE] W85 ArTAr (2016 £F)

H4(2). Bk : TERIZE S 248 L0, BE&EPNHSTALRRN? |
K TEL AN, EFELRL->TIN TS X,
BERz - 1.2 95, BOAN, BEANNETFTZEH>EBH, )

). FE: R b 0nbRn U,
A TDBWNbEW) &b BATZIDINDEDND, |

FELEZ 2. 4) OSFET ADOFEENNT, EkOFEE DIEOFEE OFGEITKT LT, fh
BLWERFEZ TR L2, &bl [3EE oMl vz 2, (2) T [FR) 1IH 7 TEWKDD
FHEZRNT, HITT 5558 TR DEATHFEE [EFISoTNTD) 12, ZOFERICHT=D
B THON, BHETFFZIHITE] LWOIHIEREMZTWD, RIS 4) b, T+ 28 3] o
Al T2 2 H 0D IZR LT, TnbEWnbWn s & HATZIDEND ] EWHIBHE T TIZL - T
M=o Thsd, 2) (@) ZBRHF, EK - BEOL 71 ORFNX, T XTHA - BEIZH5
HHMEZMNT L TCNDRZ =0 DHEDOTHD, ZNHORFEFIL, BT HINEEEOSCRIC L > THEC
OERENTIZEILTE I BIZH T ORI E RN R DFEFEICL DD DO T W T 7 A% —(2003)
OFLk L7 THEE) 200 L F 25,

LETAT, BT THEWVKRDLLRIBUIT T THEGE ITHOWOND DT TiEAw, @ E TELNT
X OICRZATYH, 55 L LTI W Tx58) offlLH 5, 1RO H Z ), ElkicETT-
(5) IFZFEIIHT=5,

B () & [(¥aY) RCLICEARET]
BHE: &, LT3, ETH]
B [l
HHE T =FH)
Bo— (B ROFHERT TRET) A7, #0mnold, o<
PHE . fFIcLTRT LY, T— AT
B TR 2129 L0) 22530y, o T &)
HE - (L 6-5T) YA, bONXHDOIXKER]

e (5) it - [da, fLE > TV —FERATE 1T 2|
Lo /N3, ]
e TH O NEDH UL E—FER A TE72, |
L TRz, Fob—fD I FATEST=bIF Uo7z L, )
B TThT vkl
L 22 o inka T a6

FHELZ (D) i BBl _7E 9012 MFICLGET D, 8L T<NnT ] LWHBEIETTE
L5, BT ORMEE BIEIR—FEE LD DO T, LOFEEOFRELERT T LI T5L0,
W OMNFEROLY &Y A THLDOREEZ DT T RL721FTHDH, —FH. (5) 1TFLFHEH
ZHT=D b DIIFELR, Lnb A THIOFE LTRIZEITLENEE A ORGEICRY AL D 95
BEEbLAOZY, ERb Y T U AF— (2003) OREHENSHNTZTD, (D) & (B5) 1% 355G T
117, T6Eh] L E-TIEINRYTHA I,

3. B AH—SFL B

Z 2T, CRICEND I T OEEE . T ALY & BREREE IS W TRBTT DRI, AHFSE
DFE 2 HIERE L 1T AT L2V, BREEHEE OB DRI O SUR 1L 2 B 531 5 et i geix
RO, X RBELBEDD R TIROERDFH LB L THDHWSHEOMER ROV IZEE T
x5,

HWISHORRICET 28T, BB RMIEOERENH Y (FAH 1988, ¥ 7 7 X% —1993, A A
J— K 1993, Ji M 1988,1997 72 L), 0T H& FOITENCET DHERE] ICHEE NEINTZE X

260



2 BB [SORICBLN D B BIE 0 T O BRE
Sigi SUN, The Function of the Conjunctive Particle Kara at the End of Sentences

L. AR AR TH D, BIIX, O (1997) ZHWOLOMEEEY, ¥ — kTS E 52 &I
FoTHERIZBENTLLEEINTHDEDN, ZhEATTRILL ¥ —r0FfT2Ed RN - #E 0
BT &R T b, REBR - SRR & W o iR 2 £ e 721 Tii e < L A2 IS
b ZENBLAOND, ZOL D S EEEOLEMEAH O Mim & LT, Halliday (1970) THEME L
72 SFLEEGRZ2 B U | IS R ST 3 DD A Zihe—— TBUSHAIREEE . [xF NBELRAOBERE ). T
7 A MERKRIBERE ] 13X, TNENOERITKOEY TH 5,

[(BREERaREE] SEMERICOVTORRZEEEL. BRI SFRELTHET S5R,
[t ABEfREOIERE] SEMNELFOREORE EMFESFORELTHICHT EFENE L THEE
256,
[TU X MeBBIHEE] SENTIRX L (Thabhb, SENELEER. HOWVWIEESENHTER
ftEhf=4 M) T 5FKRE L THET H56,

AIETH ) SRON T 13, RFEETH-Th, FARLERL L) CEFTHOLNTT 7 A b
ML TV BT, (77 A NERIKIE) 28T 5L B2 005, $i, 2fTHER LI, i
BT TH > Th, MAHIHEIC &> C (4656 & T35 DRSO T, ARETHS B0 17
7 A NERIORERE) & 50 M <RI, IR BT & THEE BT BB H L LTS,

Ui TRLEIEAINRAE) & TxEABIRIORERE) 2P LIcERETT .

4. EE
GMTOT—2 & LT, ISR D00 09 < O NDEIEORRZH < ZLDZ N T

< TV APOWE LA G213 61) #Hv 5,

(1) H£ZBFICRAWONDEXRDH S DHEE
BRI L LTk (6). (7) =200 %,

6) =V : T9—A, 2HEBTONS2TZ2D->TZi HWN? ]
W - T2 > CTEERIIOBRE OIS > T Lo A, )
T [ ZoTEALMERZWVDATED A
tL: THDONBRA LIRESCHSTHETENLLR—, |
[7maAR—XKE# 2 356)

(7). B— W T, £, BRHADOZ LTS 2AAD,
R <X ELEMEL, HOETHBDO L 1T, )
—  TEpEEn L=k » 26 72, |
[GOLD % 93%]

6) @ THL1 1T H TITE > T TR UIEFRB 2] LW BURDAL Y S - B 284 %, %
7= (1) T, M2—] X T=~ZHOFERDIZ, GO XD ITHEER ] EOFENRNITEHEHEE L
T, BT EoT BB DL 572 LW EREM - TND, ZOFEOH 1L, fik Lk D
WZHeATIRZED TRIK - RO D 7 | [ZHDbDTHH20, WNEMBROH HIFEREZMET 7201
AWbnbizd, ZORERSICBIT 236 L FORE 2R T 572012, 77 O, %iticEns
EFEXVT A RBEBET DL o KBEREZRORBLE LT, MERZ R TGO Ty 172,
AEZETHNSHERE (295 125 THhR) 365, LEEMRD T %204 5B, BlE e MK
RT) EWVIEELTFOLIEEOBERN R SND, Lizdd-> T, LR 7 ORITRO X H It E
Loonbd,

HEICAVLWOND NS DHEE  BHEGDFRERTI D LEITE T, AEFITMESE L.
ELFOHBRZETRY,

261



FUEARFERFBE A SRR AIFER TEER B ADE] W85 ArTAr (2016 £F)

HFECHWONDIIRDO N 713, A LICH L H 2B &0 D U T BAKR SR ML) G T
WD, AT ORI & RIEBKRBERZR S LW TBUSIEMBIKRE] 2MBI< Z L 2B 2T, T
WFFEIC IR S Lo K O IR & L TR 22 <o TRV | HERMIEOERMICILENNT 5
nNo0TH%,

(2) HEICRALWSNEXKRDH S DHEEE
HEHIZHNWDNDIRDO A Z T AFOFHREA O Z & MBI LWERE S S92 & T,
HERZBND RO D T EXBILTWDR, CROH T TR LTS TBUEIERROMEE) T3k ABIfR
HIORSRE ] DEWIZ L > T, EHITR 2 SOFEICMS T 5,
1SR MEPABOLLE D IZHED D7D, FEE2RR L CHE FOITE 22T 7 ThH D,
FATHIRE T TSRO D T EWONDZOF AT DN T, ZOWREREZRDO L IICELDH LD,

MEEICAVWLNENT ] KU LLGIFEBRERTI S EICELT, HEFOTHERT.

(8) (HRHENMEIZERE L TV D)
Wl M2 S SFAR L LTS Lon b L, B4 OS2 ViR N-To
LIFbRA LMD TATE LR 2o THNLR ! |
7w R —=ZRAEH 5 6 75 )

ZLT B) LU, MEFOTEEZRIHEEZRIZLTVWD, SCRODTIZRADEIRTTH
b5,

(9 =V AL, SoZXHAREEN EESTZATEND, |
(= U LIS R 2 4,)
7w R—RE 5 356]

(10) Bt : TBE, T F72W,
B9 A2 fne)
Bt TBEDRIT, BERIT,
B TEb ANEGLxHY 9 L4, )
P Moy, A DZENRHoTEHE > T, B MIETDHOL D700, ]
g SR, DWW E, R0 mE 5> X Tk, |
[GOLD #; 10 &%)

(9) (10) & (8) LDELRD S, [TEAIET-ODBEREITT D LRIFFIC, FEEICHH L TV
LR ThHD, BONECDIEKIL, (9) & (10) 13MERERTDORTITAERMEZ BN
AT BENOIZxF LT, (8) 1E, HJII (2009) (ZH/RB L7Z L 912, SR BHFBROFIEZ B H
ICTEA LA, BHRERTT A7 CHOITAERNIERIIGETE L0 TH D,

KRR LND H ) —DODXLRDOI T NH D, ZOHEDO I T 1L T TOMABINEGE LFOR G « wiar
HaRL, GEMNRBVMEANTEZIRAND Z EDRFHEITH D, 20 X 5 HEE, BITRic 7z <
HJII(2009), #F (2010) CTEESINIZSED LU H Y TITEL RN &L D,

(11) AL : THERIER7Z L ! AE ORI OELKATL L. (@)
e TLLAE ! 2]
Lo: TSt 72205. 1 (b)
[ 7 R—XKIE 453 56)

262



2 BB [SORICBL 2 BB 7 7 OFERE )
Sigi SUN, The Function of the Conjunctive Particle Kara at the End of Sentences

53

HMEICAVWONDINSTDOHEE : BELFOERERT CLICEH>T, BEMNCGREZIEZ D,

KFECHNOND B TN Tlabo7oZ iX, JRIA - B EIISFMFD L S 7, BREBIFEEOERTIX
72, BELTFAERE> WAL EBMNARTETHD, FRAICEEICEDZHEE @ & (b) IHNEDL
FERCTHLN, (@) O THExtZ 1) e, (b) © TS5, ) IXEE RN OBz L &
FoTEBLT AT~ OEREE L IR L- 2 & T, =272 VBB AIRERE ) 2 %729 (11)
D (@ kv, b2 [ ABMRIIKERE] bIEZ D LD ICRoTeZ Ebhnd, —J, EHEICHYS T
HNENRL, B EL LTHE XIS W, B 7 OARMIEN S R b TV 5
T EEZLND,

5. #Eim
PLb, #EEEE A2 IS E 2. SCRICBEND D TR RIZ LTV AEREEZ BRI LT-, EREROFLDK
OEATAFZE & OSBRI DOF LICE L D BN,

1. SURIZEND I 7 OFERE & SEATHTIE & Db BLR

7 o
A e S B AR 5 U % MR EORE e

WE | A - Bl Lol | BE oGS5 jﬁ . B

AR S =E LTI A T Sk RRE - BROL T
N e 77~ == =)

AL | R D OMRER | s = cma o w3 Stk DD 5
NGRS

Mk | \ g e .

@ L TFOTEELERT | BENREELAIRZD *F & L

TS DA TIIE IV IR L, ARAIEERE DL D FVED GRfEAL, iz 72 EICITHIEOQ D &
D7p, HEEEE L TOMRAERDLARNLIKZEL TV Db H Y, HIEQD X 5 722, #EIhF oM
MBFEALL TV bDLH D, ZOFEEMOFEITITRD L5 RBHRE X Hd,

Be B T ORRAL Z BRI L A I a (1996) (2 KAviE, iR E o StRIzIEl T O
FEZEZBNL 2T (12) BURGED I 7 DR IRNBEH 28857 2 AT SUIRICIKIET DT T, 0
T O FFECIHRE LT (13) Z &N RSN TV 5,

(12) PESEEHALLIFRNT A LVWEFTZATR P T7RELTTFIALE
(M - AR Al 1hn 1996 L 0 )

(13) WHEFR K HYHIEY £3050, HIEDHEL THEY £9
(I - 7520 (ha 1996 X 0 )

Z LT, AR Cigim L CE 7o, HIE0 7 BPSURAESE LTR OB eliEd . 295 LHER L
AT ENTED, oA CPRELTH 28REIE D 713, REGIZE W TIERHET & £/ i CIEEE
b=, o, HEHETTLE L FOEEEZERATLVTHL 010 hotclod, HiLHizEK
SPGB A ISCRERE L TEEF L CE L EEZOND, ZOHTI1E, SCRIbND Z ki
Ko THTZIT TREABIRAIMEEE ] 25 Sd, ON TEHIOHIE & MR <, I TEEE OLAIREEE
ERELLOICRY, BABHESWETAONLICRO I Z8Z 9 LIESEEALOBRICH D Z & %2
LT LT,

263



FUEARFERFBE A SRR AIFER TEER B ADE] W85 ArTAr (2016 £F)

S E XAk

KiEDWF (2006) [HAFERZRICBIT 5 X — R M-S HICT 50F98] kit

FKIFZER (2012) 1720051 OFERR—T 7 A MERRAOBERED & 5k A BIFRIIFERE—] = = AR,

FHEEZE (2001) [#G6 - 727 2 PORBD A B = X L5 R B L RKEFEHRORMAE 2] mH
=Z5.

S IEAE (1966) [EFEBhFOHIZE Bhia s oFFHE] RARAL.

PRI UAX— R U — (1993) [HAREORGEDOHEIE W —EIFEDOA NTTo—DELR] < ALEB
R

PRI UAX— KU — (2003) ILFEFEFED O B TAFRRIR), A 20 <5HME] [HAGE
%] Vol.3, No.1, pp.49-66.

F)IEZ (1995) Bl ZR I 5 7)) (CHEHE (R [EXoirse ()] pp.189-219 <AL
FHIR.

FIEZ (2009) [EWV & LXo#fsE] < A LEBHIR.

Px7Y— N+ U—F (&) Ml EEE GU) (1987) [REMAR] ROtEEE.

WEECaRaD (1950) [THASGE HEER] HEENS.

EAMES (1964) [Bhi - BhEhGA M) AiESs.

FFEE (2010) [EWG EFEHMOBESN DA 55 LSEOHE] B fEHR.

Ui O (1988) THWISHAFSEOBLE:RE & 3RE ] [ HAGE Y] Vol.10, No.10, pp.31-41 BIiREPE.

Ui O (1997) [THAGEHS LiEntr] <A LBHIR.

ATHE - (1991) TTEHFRST) OMSRIE—S 30 « BRI SC - W54 X2 <> T THARFH] Vol 10,
NN RN

ATHE - (2009) [HAGEOESC: S50 & RA - B SCOFERIE] < A LIsHIR.

FAHBG 7 (1988) [%fEED H AFBHAE F—H WIS HICHME L T—) [ BA#EY] Vol.7, No.13, pp.4-11 B
15 EPE.

KWMET (1987) MAAEREDERE 2 a = —a ) [FiE40E] Vol.344, pp.28-36.

KAMET (1993) [TH:ER) 726 [xfE6) THAGER] Vol.12, pp.4-11 BIEER:.

AAF— K RT K (1993) [EFESHT] < A LEBHIR.

22— (1996) [ A AGEEEeE L Gm]  FURERL.

I ZEHE (1908) [HASCER] 5 5CER.

Halliday, M.A.K (1970) [Functional Diversity in Language as seen from a Consideration
of Modality and Mood in English] [Foundations of Language: International Journal
of Language and PhilosophyJ Vol.6 pp.322-361.

PRI H

FI~< [FaR—KMEE] 1-11 35 (725 L B 2007 48)
FZ< [GOLD(=—/v R) ] 1-11 i (77 L £ 2010 4)

264



© 2016 Journal of International and Advanced Japanese Studies

International and Advanced Vol. 8, March 2016, pp. 265-275 (ONLINE)

* Master’s and Doctoral Program in International and Advanced
Japanese Studies

Japanese Studies

E]% E $Eﬂ:% Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences.

University of Tsukuba

Teaching Innovations and Practices

Teaching about Sex, Sexuality, and Gender While Minimizing Stereotypes
Collaborating with the Gender and LGBTQIA Center in the Classroom

Pamela RUNESTAD

Creighton University, College of Arts and Sciences, Resident Assistant Professor

In this essay, | discuss the planning, rationale, and outcomes of student mini-projects in my Sex and Gender in
East Asia course at Elon University in North Carolina in spring 2015. | describe how | facilitated students’ understanding
of general issues regarding sex, gender, and sexuality—such as same-sex marriage—and helped them articulate key
differences between Japan, other Asian nations, and the United States, by inviting the Gender and LGBTQIA Center
(GLC) Director to the class, sending students to the GLC to discuss a topic of their choosing, and assigning a project that
required them to draw connections to our course readings through written and oral presentation assignments. | then explain
the findings of this approach, in particular the fact that this approach made it less likely that student discussions focused
on their own experiences as “normal” and Japanese (and other Asian experiences) as “strange” and/or exotic. | also
suggest that establishing a connection between the classroom and centers like the GLC provides students with the chance
to see firsthand what resources are available (in terms of books, workshops, counseling, employment, and a social
network), as well as with the opportunity to explore the questions they may not ask in class. In summary, | argue that
collaboration between faculty and Center directors can promote experiential learning that fosters fair and open discussion
of diversity that is necessary for breaking stereotypes.

Keywords: LGBTQIA, Sex, Gender, Sexuality, Pedagogy, Anthropology

Introduction: Planning and Rationale

In the spring semester of 2015, | taught a course entitled Sex and Gender in East Asia as a 300-level elective
for Anthropology, Asian Studies, and Women and Gender Studies at Elon University®. This course was proposed
and designed by me and approved by these three programs of study?.

I had several goals in mind when designing the course. On the academic side, | wanted to ensure that the content
was appropriate for each of these supporting programs. For example, by the end of the course students should be
comfortable talking and writing about the differences between sex, sexuality, and gender; they should be able to
explain how cultural ideals and the expression of these ideals vary across East Asia; and they should be able to
articulate how anthropological theories can help us understand such differences. On the practical side, | wanted to
ensure that students would have the space and time to talk about these issues with reference to their everyday lives.

1 Elon University is a liberal arts university with a commitment to experiential learning and global citizenship. It
has about 5,800 undergraduates and 700 graduate students. | was employed there for two years prior to my
appointment at Creighton.

2 1 would like to thank Rissa Trachman, Pamela Winfield, Kim Epting, Amy Allocco, Kirstin Ringelberg,
Matthew Antonio Bosch, and Marnia Gardner for their support in the creation of this course.
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Of primary concern to me was that the students could take a culturally relativist perspective and explain East Asian
concepts of sexuality and gender, as well as related issues, according to the cultural logic of the society being
discussed instead of relying on stereotypes. Of secondary concern was that they be able to discuss larger issues such
as rights to marry, laws against prostitution, and perspectives on human trafficking in general ways. Finally, | wanted
them to be able to use what they read to think critically about specific issues in the mainstream media such as the
Supreme Court’s decision on same-sex marriage and reactions to that decision in the general American public.
When explaining such goals to students, | often describe the approach to learning both the general and the specific
as being able to distinguish between the micro and the macro levels of human culture (local and national, or local
and global), as well as the ability to go back and forth: seeing a specific culture in context and then comparing it
with another culture—as one of the hallmarks of anthropology.

Because of Elon’s commitment to experiential learning?®, one of the ways | opted to balance these objectives
was to approach the Director of the Gender and LQBTQIA Center (The GLC), Matthew Antonio Bosch, to see if
he would be willing to collaborate in various ways. Bosch was very supportive, so | incorporated an in-person
introduction of the GLC by him as well as individual class projects with GLC support into the course when |
designed it. | hoped that this strategy of asking students to compare what they read to what they learned from their
GLC experiences would discourage flat, stereotypical explanations of Asian and American cultures; by including
the involvement of GLC and an overview of local issues, students would be able to discuss the similarities and
differences between American and, say, Japanese perspectives on same-sex marriage through a series of
interconnected steps. The first step was to realize that societies often face similar-looking issues but respond to them
in different ways. The next step was to recognize the difference between the information presented by academics
and the GLC and the information that is circulated in the mass media. This way, students could see the complexity
of such issues and also note the simplifications that are often made about people and cultures and how these
simplifications lead to stereotyping. It is my opinion that engagement with the GLC greatly enriched our classroom
experience, encouraged students to be more aware of LGBTQIA rights on campus and, in general, strengthened
their abilities to see conservative and liberal patterns across cultures with regard to particular topics. Below |
describe the makeup of the class, the course design and content, and the parameters of the engagement with the
GLC.

1. The Students

The class was comprised of seventeen students. A variety of majors were represented, including accounting,
anthropology, public health, and women and gender studies. Most students were taking this course for elective credit
in their major or minor*. The class included students from every class year—first-year students to seniors. About half
the students participated in Greek life on campus. Students also identified as belonging to a variety of places along
the gender and sexuality spectrums, something I discuss in more detail below. Because Elon releases information
about year and major to instructors, | knew prior to the first day of instruction that the learning experiences of the
students enrolled in the course represented was considerably diverse. This can either be an advantage or a
disadvantage in the classroom; I addressed the issue by assigning students to groups to balance majors and year in
school.

2. Course Materials, Methods of Instruction, and Assignments
The core text for the course was McLelland and Mackie’s 2014 edited volume, Routledge Handbook of
Sexuality Studies in East Asia. The class met three days a week for 70 minutes, making it ideal to cover one chapter
from the text per class. In order to ensure that students developed a shared understanding of key terms and the
countries highlighted in each chapter, the method of instruction was largely Socratic lecture and small-group
discussions for the first two weeks. Through lecture and readings, students built up knowledge of the topic and
region of focus and demonstrated their comprehension of it through discussion®. Once students could clearly

3 See Boettcher and Conrad 2010 and Smith 2010.
4 Elon has a minor in Asian Studies so a few students were taking the class as an elective towards that minor.
5 1 use the language associated with Bloom’s taxonomy of learning: knowledge, comprehension, application,
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differentiate and discuss concepts of sex, gender, and sexuality, and also had a basic understanding of the modern
history of East Asia, the method of instruction shifted to small-group presentations and student facilitation of class
discussion aimed at developing the students’ ability to apply and analyze the information they read. In other words,
the students were responsible for presenting the materials they read and facilitating discussion to the best of their
abilities; my role was to ensure that the discussions were provocative yet respectful, and that they included
reasonable breadth and depth with regard to topics®. I did this by keeping a list of topics | wanted to address in class,
checking them off as students raised these issues, and interjecting with questions or information as necessary. At
the end of class, | broached important issues that had not yet been addressed. Because | am a Japan specialist,
additional materials (films and guest lectures) focused on Japan.

Assignments included daily readings, with groups of three students assigned to a reading. Each group
presented/facilitated (as described above) four times during the semester. Students also completed an integrated
summary assignment in which they discussed common themes for each unit in two-page papers aimed at honing
analytical skills. Most days, the class opened with two 5-to-10-minute individual student presentations, one of each
type: 1) sex, gender, and sexuality in the news, in which a student brought in a topic being discussed in the
mainstream, English-speaking media; and 2) a presentation on a GLC event or moment in history (described in
more detail below). In addition to their presentations, students submitted two-page papers linking what they learned
through these engagements to specific readings in the text. Again, the emphases of these assignments were
application and analysis. The class watched two films, The Great Happiness Space and Memories of Matsuko in
order to deepen discussions of sex work and gender roles in Japan. The students also completed in-class essays for
the midterm and analyzed a monograph for their final project. Assignment sheets with rubrics for each graded
assignment were made available to the students via the course website on Moodle, and they were encouraged to
visit the Writing Center prior to submitting each assignment’. Additionally, the class benefitted from presentations
by two guest speakers: Dr. Christine Yano® joined us to discuss Hello Kitty and pink globalization, while Dr.
Elisheva Perelman facilitated a discussion on “poison women” such as Abe Sada.

3. The First Day

I wanted to ensure that we began our process of developing a general understanding sex, gender, and sexuality
in both local contexts and East Asian contexts on the very first day. In order to facilitate understanding the general
terms and their importance locally, | asked the GLC Director Mr. Bosch to take part in our first class. | introduced
myself and the course and noted the East Asia focus. Students filled out a form listing their names, interests,
preferred pronouns (for example, | prefer that others use “she” and “her” to refer to me; some students may prefer
“he/him” or “they/them”)®. They then used this to introduce themselves to the class. This activity is part of a larger
initiative to support LGBTQIA students on the Elon campus. It aims to help students voice their identities in a
natural way and to encourage awareness of the gender spectrum, as well as acceptance and respect for everyone
regardless of how they identify themselves on that spectrum. Mr. Bosch voiced support of the preferred pronoun
piece of the self-introductions, using it as a means to shift from student introductions to introduction of the GLC
and his roles there. He described his personal and professional background in some detail before moving on to
explain what the GLC is and what it offers. Although it is a relatively new Center, the GLC provides a wealth of
information and support to members of the LGBTQIA community and its allies through programming and
counseling services. Mr. Bosch brought pins and stickers for the students so they could, if they wished, show their

analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

6 These are considered some of the benchmarks of student-centered learning.

7 Students could earn 5 extra credit points 3 times during the term (a total of 15 possible points) if they visited the
Writing Center 48 hours prior to the deadline.

8 Dr. Yano was able to join us through the generous support of the Northeast Asia Council-Association for Asian
Studies Distinguished Speakers Bureau, the Elon College of Arts and Sciences, the Sociology and Anthropology
Department, the Elon Anthropology Honor Society, Women and Gender Studies, Asian Studies, Program for
Ethnographic Research and Community Studies, and the Global Neighborhood.

9 One trans student wrote on his form that he really appreciated this gesture because no one else had given him
this opportunity before.
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support. He then encouraged them to ask any questions they might have. Several students took him up on this offer,
and we had a lively conversation on topics such as how to address someone if they were unsure of the gender
identity of the other person, whether trans individuals could play on sports teams with the gender they identified
with at Elon, and what sort of policies Elon had in place regarding universal bathrooms, name changes, and housing.
Prior to finishing for the day, Mr. Bosch encouraged them to come to the GLC when they were ready to work on
their projects.

From my perspective, this engagement with students on the very first day helped set the stage for the ways
in which we would stay true to our East Asia focus with regard to our readings and course materials, but learn how
to compare and contrast ideas surrounding sex, gender, and sexuality cross-culturally through discussion of concrete
examples from everyday life in the United States as well. Focusing on the diversity in the United States—both in
terms of people and perspectives—helped to make the points that 1) difference and diversity are the norm, and it is
acceptable to note when something is different from one’s own perspective, and 2) it is ethnocentric to make value
judgements based on difference. In addition, face-to-face contact with the Director of the GLC during the first class
also made it easier for them to see the GLC as a place where they were welcome regardless of gender or sexual
orientation—something that made completing their individual projects less daunting.

4. The GLC Project

During the second week of the term, students signed up for a day to present on the GLC. Following the
instructions on the assignment sheet, students visited the GLC and talked with either Mr. Bosch or a student worker.
Some students chose their topics on their own; some worked with the GLC staff to find a topic that suited them.
Topic selection was student driven to ensure each student could research something they felt comfortable exploring.
(I did not provide a list.) Topics included the founding of the GLC, GLC training for sororities and fraternities,
GLC-sponsored speaker events such as a talk by Robyn Ochs, and GLC events such as Lavendar Graduation and
Dragstravaganza (a drag show during Pride Week). Some students, with my permission, opted to use this time with
the GLC staff to learn about responding to inflammatory groups such as the Westboro Baptist Church.

Some of the most fruitful conversations the students had during class, from the instructor perspective, were the
discussions in which students demonstrated their increased ability to discuss gender and sexuality spectrums
according to cultural contexts. For example, one student opted to attend a GLC-sponsored workshop with activist
Robyn Ochs and then met with the Director to discuss his experiences there. His presentation/facilitation focused
on labels, identity formation, and intersectionality. By the time this particular student presented, the class had already
discussed Pendleton’s chapter on how laws are created and enforced based on definitions and applications of the
terms “trafficking” and “sex work.” They had also discussed how the term tongzhi (literally “comrade”, but often
used as a gloss for non-normative sexualities) could be used differently in various Sinophone cultures such as
mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. This made it easier for the presenting student to ask the class questions
about how self-identification may shift over time so that, for example, one may identify as female and straight at
one point in life and identify as male and gay at another; how ascribed and self-selected attributes shape identity
formation; and how laws—both in the U.S. and East Asian nations—can constrain gender and sexuality self-expression.
In other words, rather than see laws in East Asian nations as more restrictive than U.S. laws because “the U.S.
values individuals more and Asians value the group more” (a common stereotype), students were able to discuss
philosophical and religious underpinnings (such as Confucian family ideals, Socialist perspectives on work and the
family unit, and Christian morality) of laws dealing with same-sex partnership in each place.

Through this same facilitation, students also sharpened their definition of intersectionality (the ways in which
one’s ascribed and self-selected statuses combine to shape everyday experience), which had been a new term for
many in the class. One student was able to link the concept to information in Mackie and Tanji’s chapter, Militarized
Sexualities, where the authors discuss how Japanese women on the homefront in the early 1900s were labeled “good
women” and worthy of protection as mothers and wives while colonized women were used as “sexual outlets” in
military brothels. He noted that this could be explained by intersectionality because forced prostitution in this
context was predicated on the perceived inferiority of women first, and non-Japanese women second. Another
student contributed to the discussion by returning to the U.S. context and stating that non-Caucasian women’s
salaries can be understood as a function of their race and their gender: women make less than men, but women of
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color make less than white women. Again, thoughtful comparison of the U.S. and Japanese contexts, made possible
by sustained engagement with the GLC, helped students explain similarity and difference in nuanced ways rather
than by relying on stereotypes of either place'°.

This is just one example of the depth of student learning and engagement that was fostered by strategic
collaboration with the GLC. Not only did students work their way up through Bloom’s taxonomy as they became
proficient on the topics and region of focus, they (for the most part) embraced the student-centered model of the
classroom, and relished the chance to talk about their experiences in a systematic, academic way. By the end of the
term, the majority of the students had met the learning outcomes laid out in the syllabus. But perhaps more
importantly, they had become acutely aware of and able to discuss LQBTQIA issues and human rights as they
pertained to East Asia (particularly Japan), the United States, and Elon University. I am unsure this level of
awareness could have been reached without the collaboration of the GLC.

5. Additional Positive Outcomes

There are a few other examples of positive outcomes that can be seen as products of this type of experiential
learning. First, at several points during the course, students respectfully disagreed about gendered experiences on
campus. One particularly memorable discussion (at least for the instructor) took place between some of the female
students who belonged to sororities and some who did not. When one student defended the Greek system as “not
exclusive” (drawing from her own experiences as someone who is open to diversity), another student asked her to
explain why, then, only two of twenty of her close friends, many of whom were Asian, had been invited to join a
sorority given that the percentage of women in sororities at the university is much greater than that? Another said
that she had felt unsure if she would have been welcomed by a sorority because of her sexual orientation, while yet
another queried if women were allowed to bring girlfriends to sorority date functions. These students granted that
their classmates were open to diversity as individuals, but questioned whether or not the Greek system was equally
accepting. One of the young women who had defended the Greek system, to her credit, apologized to these students
for the negativity they had experienced, and several promised to take these issues to their sororities. One of the
women thanked this woman for her apology, stating that when she had brought up what seemed like a lack of
inclusivity for minorities in the past, they had been dismissed by other young women in sororities who had simply
countered, “That is just the way it is.” Consultation with Mr. Bosch confirmed that the number of requests for GLC
sensitivity training had been increasing, and some of those who had requested it had told him outright that their
requests were because of their experiences in this particular class.

Second, over the course of the term, several students felt comfortable enough to “come out” to their classmates
as part of daily discussion. | attribute this to the combination of materials included, the level of GLC participation
and support, and the general kindness of that particular group of students. The quality of class discussions was
surely bolstered because students felt they could trust one another and because they could see how actual people
they knew identified themselves rather than just reading about labels.

Third, although this is not directly attributable to the way this class worked, | feel it is important to note that in
the weeks prior to submission of this essay, Elon was named by Campus Pride Index as one of the top 25 universities
in the United States for policies, programs, and practices that are friendly to LGBTQIA students*-and that they
moved to this position from position 370 in just two years.

10 This was, of course, a process. During the first few weeks of the course, it was more common for students to
make comments based on stereotypes. When this occurred, | paused the discussion and asked the class to think
about why a statement like “the Japanese like rules” or “Americans value choice” may be too simple, noting the
difference between modal personalities and stereotypes. (Modal personalities are characteristics that occur with
relative frequency in a population, while stereotypes are blanket statements that assume everyone in a cultural
group behaves the same way as the mode.) We also discussed the bases for stereotypes, and focused on the mass
media (which fit nicely with the News assignment). Gradually, students began to police each other regarding
stereotypical thinking and offered more complex answers as their knowledge of East Asia and sex, gender, and
sexuality deepened. By the end of the course, our discussions were more focused on the cultural ideals they had
read about than the stereotypes they had assumed to be true.

11 %2015 Campus Pride Top 25 LGBTQ-Friendly Colleges & Universities,” Campus Pride:
http://www.campuspride.org/2015-top-25/ (accessed on September 18, 2015).
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6. Conclusions: New Directions

Partnering with the GLC and incorporating assignments that required engagement with the GLC gave my
students the chance to discuss how course concepts related to everyday life. Moreover, applying knowledge (from
the course materials and class) to experiences (such as visiting the GLC) encouraged my students to apply the
knowledge they acquired rather than rely on stereotypes and preconceptions that they may have had regarding East
Asia and/or topics such as sex, gender, and sexuality. | see the possibility of broad applications of this type of
experiential learning. Given the positive outcomes | noticed through collaboration with the GLC, | hope to
collaborate with the Gender and Sexuality Alliance at Creighton University, my current institution, should I teach a
similar course. | am also inspired to reach out to campus organizations (such as student chapters of Partners in
Health) when teaching medical anthropology courses and to sustainability groups when teaching food courses.

As an anthropologist, I would like to have gathered systematic ethnographic data regarding student perspectives
of this course (rather than rely upon my notes as I did above), but this was not feasible this time due to a job change.
However, this could be done in the future.

There are also some options to move towards a flipped classroom with some of the content and assignments. It
would be possible, for example, to ask students to read the newspaper articles that their classmates present on during
their sex, gender, and sexuality in the news presentations. It would also be possible to assign the films as homework
rather than use class time to watch them—although the particular films I used for this class are difficult to access
(which is why we watched them in class).
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Appendix 1: Assignment Sheet

Sex and Gender in East Asia (ANT 375)
Dr. Runestad

Assignment: GLC Presentation (25 points)
Rationale:
Because of the East Asia focus of the class, we will spend most of our time focusing on Sex and Gender topics in
that region. However, we should also be aware of how sex and gender are negotiated in our own communities so as
not to exoticize practices elsewhere. Therefore, | ask that you visit the Gender and LGBTQIA Center in Moseley
once over the semester and learn about an event (i.e., sponsorship of The Vagina Monologues) or a moment in
LGBTQIA history at Elon (i.e., creation of the Center) by talking with staff or volunteers there. You will report on
your findings on your appointed day in class. With these points in mind, the goals of this assignment are:

1. Connect current issues on campus to classroom discussions/readings through topics selected by the
students

2. Raise the profile of LGBTQIA history and events at Elon

Instructions:

1. Visit the Gender and LGBTQIA Center online (http://www.elon.edu/e-web/students/Igbtg/) and in
Moseley

2. Make an appointment to speak with the Director and/or a student volunteer about an event or moment in
LGBTQIA history that is of interest to you. It is OK to ask them for help deciding on a topic.

3. Talk with the Director or a student volunteer about your topic. TAKE NOTES!
4. Write a 2-page paper detailing what you learned.

5. Prepare a 5-10 minute presentation for your classmates based on this paper. Powerpoint (or other
presentation program) is suggested but not required.

Rubric:

5 — Provides adequate details of the event/historical moment (the 5w’s and how)

5 — Provides cultural context of the event/moment (why does it happen/did it happen HERE?)
5 — Connects the event/moment to course readings

5 — Presentation is clear and concise; 5 — Writing is free from errors
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Appendix 2: Syllabus

Course Name/Number: Sex and Gender in East Asia (ANT 375)
Instructor: Dr. Pamela Runestad
Class Day/Time/Location: M/W/F from 12:15 to 1:25pm in Long 114
Office Hours: MW from 2:30 to 3:30 or by appointment in Lindner 2121
e-mail: prunestad@elon.edu

Course Obijectives and Learning Outcomes

In this course, we will explore the concepts of sex, sexuality, and gender in East Asia with focus on Japan, South
Korea, and Mainland China, with some discussion of North Korea, Vietnam, Mongolia, Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Topics include cross-cultural views of sex and the body, love and marriage, sexual politics, sexual subcultures and
communities, sex work, sexual health, and pornography and censorship. By the end of the course, students will be
able to:

1) Discuss (verbally and in writing) sex as a biological concept, and sexuality and gender as both embodied
experiences as well as expressions of identity and socio-cultural norms.

2) Be able to cite specific examples of how ideas about sex, sexuality and gender vary throughout East Asia.

3) Articulate the ways in which anthropological theories and perspectives on sex, gender, and sexuality
contribute to our understanding of humans.

Given the importance Elon and I personally place on communication skills (please see the Elon Writing Excellence
Initiative: http://www.elon.edu/e-web/administration/provost/gep/default.xhtml), we will focus on improving oral
presentation skills and writing skills. Students will work in groups to present on course readings and complete
thematic summaries of course materials. Students will also give brief presentations about sex and gender stories in

the mass media and events on campus. These exercises will help students connect readings to everyday events, and
prepare students for the midterm (exam) and final (analysis of one of the monographs listed below).

Required Texts

McLelland, M. & Mackie, V. (2014). Routledge Handbook of Sexuality Studies in East Asia.

ONE of the following:

Passage to Manhood: Youth Migration, Heroin, and AIDS in SouthWest China by Shao-hua Liu

Colonizing Sex: Sexology and Social Control in Modern Japan by Sabine Fruhstuck

Factory Girl Literature: Sexuality, Violence and Representation in Industrializing Korea by Ruth Barraclough

+ Various readings on Moodle
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Classroom Etiquette

The one concept that underlies everything we do this semester is respect. Although the following are most likely
common sense, please be advised that these simple actions signal respect for your classmates and the instructor:

1) Be prepared — bring your readings, paper for note taking, a writing implement, and your assignments to
each class.

2) Listen. No talking during films, or while others are talking during class discussion.

3) Make a conscious effort to be polite, particularly if you are voicing disagreement.

4) Be ontime.

5) Computers, mobile phones, and all other electronic devices should be off and out of sight. No
headphones. IF YOU USE THESE DEVICES DURING CLASS, | WILL MARK YOU ABSENT.

Following these guidelines helps us create a safe space where we can all talk openly and learn from each other’s
differing opinions and experiences.

Late Work, Tardiness, and Absences

Late work is not accepted unless you have a documented illness or emergency.

If you are planning to be absent from class for some reason, please inform the instructor PRIOR TO YOUR
ABSENCE. You are allowed 2 “free” absences for the semester. Be aware that being “present” in this course means
that you are actively listening and participating. Therefore, if you sleep in class, you will be counted as absent.
Additionally, if you are frequently late, tardies will be converted to absences.

Reading Assignments

You are responsible for reading the day’s assignments listed in the chart below.

Writing Assignments

At the end of each unit, you will submit a 2-page (no more, no less!) integrated summary (IS) of the THEMES
found in the weekly readings to your classmates at the end of every unit. Student groups will evaluate the writing
of their group members in terms of the grammar, syntax, and diction; themes will be discussed as a class with the
instructor. Students will submit initial and edited versions of their written summaries to the instructor the following
class.

There are 6 days that summaries are due to the instructor. Five summaries are required. This means you can opt out
of doing a summary once. When you opt out, submit a piece of paper with your name, the date, and the words PASS
on it. You will not earn extra credit for doing an extra summary.

For the Midterm, you will write two in-class essays. One will be about the connections between sex, sexuality, and
gender; the other will require you to apply these connections to a particular country in East Asia by drawing on

class readings.

For the Final, you will write an 8-page paper on one of the monographs listed above in relation to the themes we
explored in class. See details on Moodle.
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Written assignments should follow these guidelines:
1.5 spaced
12 point, Times New Roman font

1 inch margins

Presentation Assignments

One student group (2-3 students) will present each week. The presentation team will submit a Reading Journal the
day they present. See details posted on Moodle.

Each student will give a 5-10 minute presentation on a “Sex and Gender in Asia” current event once during the
semester. See details posted on Moodle.

Each student will give a 5-10 minute presentation on an event sponsored by the Gender and LGBTQIA Center on
campus or a specific historical moment in LGBTQIA history once during the semester. See details on Moodle.

Each student will participate in the final discussion on the monographs the last week of the course. See details
posted on Moodle.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is use of another person’s work without giving them credit, or attempting to present another person’s
work as one’s own. Examples include using sentences, ideas, and/or images from books, articles, websites, and
other students’ papers without explicitly stating the source. If you plagiarize, you will earn a failing grade and will
be reported to the academic dean. If you are unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, please contact your
instructor for tips on how to cite properly. See also the Elon Honor Code at http://www.elon.edu/honor.

Extra Credit

Generally, | do not offer extra credit. However, given the emphasis on writing that | have outlined for this course, |
will extend this offer: GO TO THE WRITING CENTER. You can earn 5 extra credit points up to 3 times over the
course of the semester (15 points total) by visiting the Writing Center 48 HOURS AHEAD OF A DEADLINE.
This rule ensures that you have time to implement the suggestions made by the consultants. To be clear, this means
that you will not receive credit if you do not meet this time requirement.

Reading/Assignment Schedule:

See the chart on Moodle.

Evaluation Breakdown

Attendance and participation 50

Current Event Presentation 25

Elon GLC Presentation 25

Integrated Summaries (5) 100 (20 points each)
Group Presentation and RJ (4) 100 (25 points each)
Midterm Exam 100

Monograph Analysis Rough Draft50
Monograph Analysis Final Draft 50

Total 500
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Letter Grade Scale

I will use the following to determine your letter grade: 97% or above is an A+, 94-96% is an A, 90-93% is an A-,
etc.

If in doubt...

ASK. If you have questions about the syllabus, assignments, what constitutes plagiarism, how to determine if a
source you want to use is acceptable, etc., please do not hesitate to contact me. | will keep office hours (time TBA)
and encourage you to make use of them.

Asian Studies Minor:

Because of the East Asia focus, this course is cross-listed as Asian Studies, which indicates that it can be counted
toward an Asian Studies minor. The Asian Studies minor focuses on the history, geography, religion, languages,
philosophy, economics and societies of this vast, diverse continent. For more information, see
http://www.elon.edu/e-web/academics/asian_studies/, talk with the instructor of this course, or contact the director
of Asian Studies, Dr. Pamela Winfield (pwinfield@elon.edu, 278-5128).

Women and Gender Studies Minor:

Because of the focuses on gender, sex, and sexuality, this course is cross-listed as WG, which indicates that it can
be counted toward a Women’s and Gender Studies minor. The WGS interdisciplinary minor increases awareness
of how sex and gender intersects with ethnicity, nationality, race, socioeconomic class, religion, sexual orientation
and age. Our students develop critical thinking skills that are translatable across disciplines and that help students
understand and hopefully change the world around them. For information about the WGS minor please talk with
the instructor of this course or contact the WGS director, Dr. Kim Epting (Iepting@elon.edu, 278-5595).

The Writing Center Statement (From the Writing Center Webpage):

Elon’s Writing Center is staffed by trained peer-consultants who can help you with all of your writing projects (for
any class or major and for any extracurricular, personal, or professional purposes), so take advantage of this
excellent academic resource and include a visit to our Writing Center as part of your own writing process.

In one-on-one, 45-minute sessions, our consultants will work with you on any kind of writing (such as research or
analysis papers, Powerpoint or poster presentations, resumes, or job applications) at any stage of the writing process
(such as understanding an assignment; brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing; developing a research question
or starting your research; or writing in-text citations and bibliographies/works cited). Through our “Librarian
Connection” program, we can also introduce you to a librarian if you’d like additional research assistance.

The main Writing Center, located in 108 Belk Library, is open extensive hours:

M-Th 10am-10pm

Fri 10am-4pm

Sun 2pm-10pm

The Writing Center also staffs satellite Writing Centers in the Multicultural Center (Moseley 221-B) and in the
Business School (see The Writing Center website for more details).

If you have questions, please contact The Writing Center Director, Dr. Paula Rosinski, at prosinski@elon.edu or
X5842. (Website: http://www.elon.edu/writingcenter)
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On the Acquisition of Movement Verbs by Intermediate Level Japanese Language Learners:
A Survey of iku/kuru Usage

#F B3+ (Myeongja HEO)
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/NI FRTE (Kyohei OGAWA)
SO RS N SCHRBEIFZERHEIRS I A% AT

AAGEOBEN ZRTEGA 27 - 7V EMiBEE T A 7 - 770 NIEE L FORSERTREL L
LTHEMABEENELS, BERRATHDLEEF R D, L, THhL~VLIZEBIT 5 BAEFEEIC
WEHAMEZRFEI L TWDr—2AR0, T4 27 - 77 VOl EOBMANEONS, £ 2T, Aif
IR, AAGENGEREE & I AGE AR E 2RI B8 & R 38 & B EE OV FIZ O T,
P LTV, T 21T o 72, EN O RF: THESPTHRET L~ 0 B ARGE B 15 4 2 6 RI
SHEHBA 7 - 7 VOEEOHIRIZ, FHOROGERT 7 — Mill&EZ I L, Hi%HEE O
AR & FEHNREWE LTz, 77— MIAARANRZEERAEISS I L, FEEORB L L
Too FEABO—HIITEHHEBIZEAT 2RI HONTA ¥ B a—fild 4 FEli L7z,

Z DGR, KEFADO PO BRI OWTI—HE S oo, RIFNZ X2 B S
Wiz, )i, #BIEET A 7 « 77 MOV TUIBFEIC L ARG ESN, A X Ea—0D0
H B EN G OB RO HE AL TN D Z L PR Sz,

The verb iku/kuru and auxiliary verb te iku/te kuru expresses movement, has a high frequency of use
as expression from the speaker's point of view, and is an important expression in the Japanese language.
However, Japanese learners at the intermediate level seem to be confused about the direction or the
meaning of the verbs and often make errors. To understand why this occurs, in this study, we have
administered a questionnaire survey to native Japanese speakers and also to Japanese language learners.
The survey inquired as to how they used verbs in the te iku/kuru form. We then performed a comparative
analysis to investigate the results.

Our target sample was 15 Japanese language learners in an intermediate level class. Some of the
learners were interviewed about their understanding of the verbs and personal thoughts about how they
improved their usage. There were some errors, but overall the understanding of the verb iku/kuru and te
iku/te kuru improved. This confirmed that the classes proved to be effective for intermediate level Japanese
language learners.

X—D—F: BE#EFE (27 -0 TAT T HHRULSVVARGEEEE O BHEHRNR

Keywords: Movement verbs, iku/kuru, te iku/te kuru, Point of view, Japanese learners at intermediate level,

Language acquisition

VARSCTIE, 7<) DRkD) BAEEIE LTEDNDSEIE T4 27 T70) LREL, #ili#EE & L Cff
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