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Is ‘Migrant’ Still Taboo in Japan? :
A Quantitative Analysis of the National Diet Deliberations on the Amendment of the 2018 Immigration Act
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This study attempts to investigate the context in which ‘migrants’ are being discussed in the Japan National
Diet through the quantitative analysis of the deliberation agenda during the winter of 2018. These deliberations
mainly revolved around the amendment of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act. Historically,
debates concerning ‘migrants’ have been avoided in Japan. The amendment of the Immigration Act, which was
put into effect in April 2019, has been one of most substantial changes to the law since the act was first passed
in 1951.

In order to complete this study, data was collected through the Diet Record Search System to create six
datasets corresponding to the statements made by the three stages of the Diet and ruling-opposition party.
Thereafter, text mining was conducted within each dataset utilizing R software.

Using the text mining analysis of the Diet deliberations, this study sheds light on three major topics in
relation to migrants; (1) the potential effects of amending the Immigration Act, (2) the new working visa
(specified skilled worker), and (3) the current issues within traditionally migrant-friendly countries. Moreover,
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arguments made by the ruling party were centered around topic (1), whereas the opposition party discussed
different topics within each stage of the deliberation. Another noteworthy finding of this study is that the term
‘migrant’ is still avoided during Diet discussions, especially by the ruling party. The amendment on raising the
acceptance rate of ‘migrant’ workers was discussed using terms such as ‘foreign talent’ or ‘foreign worker’ in
place of ‘migrant’.
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