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In its 2006 multicultural co-existence promotion plan for communities, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications emphasized the significance of regional multicultural co-existence to create communities in
which people of different nationalities and races could acknowledge their cultural differences, build equal
relationships, and live together as members of regional society. To promote the creation of such communities,
it is important to understand the characteristics of each community in which foreign residents live. In these
communities, people of various cultural backgrounds create unique communities (such as the Nepali
community in Suginami, Tokyo, and Vietnamese communities in Osaka and Kobe). Based on the
communication method for multicultural coexistence that employs mutually understandable Japanese (Wakari
aeru Nihongo) (Katayama, 2018) , the author considers that mutual understanding can be promoted by 1)
creating and increasing opportunities for contact between foreign and Japanese residents; 2) establishing
communication methods; and 3) motivating foreign and Japanese residents to make acquaintance with and
communicate with each other. Based on this idea, in this paper, the author seeks to identify the necessary
elements for cultural co-existence in communities for foreign residents with regional differences. First, the
author conducted a questionnaire survey in a Turkish Kurd community near JR Warabi station in Saitama
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Prefecture, an area that is known as Warabistan. The respondents were asked about their Japanese language
acquisition levels, learning methods, and situations where they consider learning the Japanese language is
necessary. By comparing the results of the questionnaire with those of the survey conducted by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs in 2001 on the awareness of foreign residents in Japan regarding the Japanese language, the
author analyzed the necessary elements for the establishment of mutually understandable Japanese (Wakari
aeru Nihongo) such as Japanese language support for Turkish Kurds in Warabistan (establishment of
communication methods) and willingness to communicate with the Japanese community (motivation).
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Keywords: Mutually Understandable Japanese (Wakari aeru Nihongo), Multicultural Co-Existence, Mutual
Understanding, Foreign Resident Communities in Japan, Turkish Kurds
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