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Distant Collocation between the Conjunctions “shikashi” and “sokode” within
Contextual Expansions in Editorials
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In this paper I use a notion of “Distant collocation” to describe the collocational relationship between the
conjunctions within contextual expansions in editorials and discuss the necessity of this concept from the
point of view of discourse analysis. I focus on the co-occurring of the conjunctions “shikashi” and “sokode”
which are used within the same editorial context, analyzing 252 cases of editorial texts. I examined all the
sets of “shikashi” and “sokode” to see whether they could be considered as “Distant collocation” based on
the “functional scope” of conjunctions. As a result, in all 252 cases of texts, 61 cases were confirmed as
“Distant collocation”. Semantic units based on “Distant collocation” were functioning in four different
ways, 1.e., fact, reason, proposal, and subject institution. Each function is associated with characteristic
patterns of expansion and expressive form. The results presented in this paper can be concluded that the
contextual expansions of editorials are used in patterned ways and that the notion of “Distant collocation”
is important for proving the patterns of editorials in an objective manner.
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