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To date, the issue of multilateral cooperation between Japan and Central Asian countries has not been
widely covered by the international academic community. Indeed, the absence of this particular research
casts doubt on the existence of initial publications about the presence of a full-fledged Japanese foreign
policy strategy in Central Asia. Nowadays, in a narrow sense, the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue is
the only dialogue platform between Japan and Central Asia. The dialogue is also a unique example of how
Japan and the Central Asian republics cooperate on critical issues of the regional and international agenda.

The present article is aimed at evaluating the current role of the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue
from the Japanese perspective. The goal is to examine the activities of the dialogue from 2004 to 2018,
starting with key stages in the formation of Japanese strategy towards Central Asia (1991-2018), including
those that led to the creation of the dialogue.

Constructivism is the primary theoretical framework used in this thesis, drawing on the sub-theory of
“conference diplomacy” for a more in-depth analysis of the dialogue as a communication mechanism.
The research questions were answered by the author using discourse analysis and desk research of
relevant documents belonging to the dialogue, including speeches, presentations and outcome documents.
In addition, the author conducted several interviews with former officials and scholars who directly
participated in the dialogue's formation.

The uniqueness of the present work lies in the fact that the case of the “Central Asia plus Japan”
dialogue has not been considered before in such detail. This study helps reveal the essence of the dialogue,
including its principles and modus operandi. The author also could trace the process of the transformation
of the dialogue and its perception from the Japanese perspective. Through this, the author found specific
“norms” which guide the multilateral nature of Central Asia—Japan cooperation.

Keywords: “Central Asia+Japan” Dialogue, Central Asia, Japanese Diplomacy, Japanese Foreign Policy, Conference
Diplomacy

Introduction.

Currently, Japan's foreign policy is undergoing a noticeable upsurge. After 2012, the incumbent Prime
Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe has primarily revived the political and academic debate on the further role of the
Japanese foreign strategy. Even though Abe mainly focused on Japan's closest allies and neighbors, including
the United States (US), China (PRC), Russia, North and South Korea, and Southeast Asia, his efforts led to the
expansion of Japanese diplomacy in other essential directions. Central Asia, which is located between Russia
and the PRC, is not the last in this process. In October 2015, Abe became the first Prime Minister in the modern
history of Japan, who visited all five countries of the region. During his speech at the Nazarbayev University,
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in Kazakhstan, Abe proclaimed new messages that aimed at further development of Central Asia—Japan
cooperation, ie.: (1) “drastic” strengthening of relations; (2) Japan's active involvement in efforts to address
universal for the region challenges; (3) deepening partnership in the global arena (2015). At the same time,
speaking about the role of Japanese initiative-the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue (after this—dialogue)—
Abe pointed out that Tokyo would continue to play the role of a catalyst in this process. However, it must be
admitted that the assessment and forecasts regarding the further role of Japan in the region are impossible
without a comprehensive analysis of the current volume of multilateral cooperation.

The first official strategy of Japan on Central Asia appeared in 1997 under the administration of Ryutaro
Hashimoto, who initiated the launch of so-called Eurasian diplomacy. Moreover, Hashimoto (1997) also dubbed
the countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus as the “Silk Road region” and identified three key pillars of
Japan's cooperation with the region, namely: (1) development of a political dialogue; (2) economic cooperation;
(3) interaction for peace. Despite the serious differences in assessing the goals and objectives of the strategy,
this step helped to consolidate the importance of the Central Asian effect in Japan's foreign policy.

The new strategic direction was further developed under the administration of Junichiro Koizumi, mainly
thanks to the efforts of his Foreign Ministers, Yoriko Kawaguchi and Taro Aso; the Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry Akira Amari; and other politicians. During her visit to Central Asia in the summer of 2004,
Kawaguchi initiated the creation of the “Central Asia plus Japan™ dialogue, which is still viewed by many
experts as an important element of Japanese engagement into regional affairs. In August 2019, this initiative
will celebrate its fifteenth anniversary, which demonstrates its important role and longevity in the process of
building Central Asia—Japan partnership. Moreover, a number of experts (Tanaka, 2018; Kawato, 2018; Starr
2017) believe that the dialogue had played a unique historical role for Central Asia as a prototype for posterior
dialogue platforms with the Republic of Korea (ROK), the European Union (EU), and other international
partners. Accordingly, the dialogue acts as “knowledge,” which Central Asian countries use today in their
diplomatic craft.

Nevertheless, it must be acknowledged that many of the works devoted to the dialogue are related to its
initial stage. There were significant changes in Japanese domestic politics, namely the change of the ruling
parties in 2009 and 2012, which to some extent affected Japan's foreign policy. Despite such peripeteia, the
dialogue continued to function and produce informative documents that have not been completely studied until
now. From time to time, independent authors have used fragments of the dialogue-related activities in their
publications, which, by-turn, only lead to a limited and sometimes subjective evaluation of the process.

With this article, the author intends to demonstrate an important facet of Japan's relations with Central
Asia, i.e. to reveal the essence of Tokyo's multilateral approach. In fact, the author scrutinizes the content of
the multilateral cooperation between Japan and Central Asia and already existing outcomes. As a result, the
author attempts to assess activities and transformation of the dialogue since its inception in 2004. Based on
Kaufman's “Conference diplomacy” (1996), the author has attempted to understand the structural changes in
the framework of the dialogue and relate it to relevant domestic and international events, while clearly defining
the principles, norms, and identities that determine and influence Japan's multilateral stance on Central Asia.
The study is built on the following research questions: 1) What lies behind the idea of creating a dialogue? 2)
What is the role of the dialogue in the Japanese foreign policy? 3) What are the unique features of the dialogue?
Is the dialogue a capable platform for communication between Japan and the region?

Further, after reviewing all previously published documents about the dialogue, the author analyses the
formation and launch of the dialogue, based on multilateral cooperation between Japan and Central Asia. Next,
comes a detailed overview of dialogue’s structure and its content. After receiving specific empirical data, the
author proceeds to an analysis of the dialogue and its strengths and weaknesses.



Almas DISSYUKOV, “Central Asia Plus Japan” Dialogue

1. Theoretical framework and literature review

At present, there are many academic and analytical publications devoted to political, economic, military and
even ideological aspects of Japan's foreign policy. Thanks to the efforts of individual authors, Central Asia
occupies its unique place in the study of Japanese diplomacy and its basic approaches and values. The main
flow of these publications related to the perception of the Central Asian vector through the prism of Japan's
relations with Russia, the PRC, the US and the EU. In this context, the reader can imagine the role of Central
Asia in Japan's foreign policy strategy, as well as learn about further cooperation opportunities. Thanks to
such authors as Dadabaev (2014, 2016), Kawato (2008), Komatsu (2004), Len (2008), Uyama (2008), Tsunozaki
(2007), Yuasa (2007, 2008), and others, readers can become well informed about Japanese political and economic
interests in the Central Asian region and familiarize themselves with those unique strategies and methods that
Tokyo employs to achieve its goals in Central Asia.

Almost all authors stressed the role of the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue, which was created three years
after the 9/11 events. At the same time, the analysis of these publications shows that the detailed assessment of
the dialogue's activities was carried out only at the initial stage of the forum's creation. The authors were most
interested in the transformation of Japanese foreign policy in Central Asia in the early 2000s, as well as the
choice of the current form of the dialogue. Such authors also make frequent comparisons between the dialogue
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), which, unfortunately, do not consider such critical criteria as
their legal status, membership, founding documents, and organizational structure.

Yuasa (2007) indicates in his work several unique factors that significantly contributed to the formation
of the dialogue’s ideas through early attempts of the Hashimoto administration to develop a multilateral
approach towards Central Asia. Former Japanese Ambassador to Uzbekistan, Kawato (2008), also contributed
to the description of the dialogue’s creation based on his memories. In addition, he identified several important
factors, e.g. the lack of support from the side of the Prime Minister's Office and the National Diet, which
resulted in the dialogue’s low profile. Contrariwise, the former Japanese Ambassador to Kazakhstan, Toshio
Tsunozaki (2007), gives an exceptionally positive impression of his participation in the launch of the dialogue.
Another author, Len (2008), identified a year of dialogue's establishment as a starting point for a new period in
Central Asia-Japan relationship. At the same time, Len raises critical issues in front of readers that can indicate
the dialogue’s possible politicization and its deliberate inefficiency. On the other hand, Uyama (2008) highlights
the importance of the dialogue and the non-confrontational efforts of the Government of Japan towards Central
Asia. Dadabaev (2014) also pays considerable attention to the process of the dialogue’s formation. He is one
of those rare authors, who argue about the direct link between the dialogue and other multilateral dialogue
mechanisms in Japanese diplomatic practice. However, he avoided detailed comparison or in-depth study
of such platforms. In his other work, on the foreign policy of the Central Asian countries, Dadabaev (2016)
provides a detailed analysis of numerous strategies and initiatives that Japan successfully use in the region.
Curiously, this time the author mentions the dialogue less frequently; briefly covering it during the comparison
of China/Japan foreign policy approaches and Japanese assessments of possible water-related inter-action in
Central Asia. Among young researchers, who showed great interest in this initiative, it is worth to mention the
doctoral thesis of Mahmudov (2017) that covers the dialogue analysis in a broader sense, based on interviews
with direct participants of the dialogue meetings. At the same time, the author takes a critical stance on the
dialogue’s expediency.

The use of constructivism as a theoretical framework makes it possible to reveal behavior, beliefs, practices
and values of Japan and the Central Asian nations in the framework of a specific initiative with high
geopolitical contour. Therefore, the academic community obtain additional data on the identities of Japan
and the Central Asian countries, as well as norms that identify their behavior in the framework of a joint
multilateral platform.
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During the interviews with numerous participants of the dialogue's creation, including Kawaguchi, Tanaka,
Kawato and others, the Japanese speakers repeatedly noted that the idea of the dialogue was built on the basis
of Japan's fruitful cooperation with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), a model close to
ASEAN Plus Three (after this—APT) format. The author was also interested to know how Japanese experts see
the Japanese role in the framework of the APT and Japan's relations with the Association.

A concept of the conference diplomacy regime for ASEAN was first proposed in 2003 by the Japanese author
Sato in his book, “The ASEAN Regime: Development and Challenges of the ASEAN Foreign Policies.” Other
scholars of ASEAN-Japan relations also supported this approach. This new approach, based on the original
idea of “conference diplomacy” (Kaufman, 1996) and its posterior applications, was applied for Central Asia—
Japan studies for the first time. To avoid inaccuracies during the research process, the author relied exclusively
on original Japanese documents, using English and Russian texts for comparison only. The author also used the
opportunities provided by the Foreign Ministry of Japan (MOFA) to participate in the meetings of the Tokyo
Intellectual Dialogue (TID) and Working Group (WGM) in 2018.

2. The way to the dialogue’s creation

Twenty-eight years have passed since Japan recognized the independence of the Central Asian countries.
During this period, the countries of the region and Japan were able to establish close relations and create
various mechanisms of bilateral cooperation. Nevertheless, the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue is the first
and so far the only instrument of their multilateral cooperation in a narrow format.

The author believes that the prerequisites for the formation of this tool appeared long before its actual
emergence, and that it marched in step to the development of Japan's bilateral relations with Central Asia. As
it turned out, prior to 2004, Japan had initiated large-scale international conferences that were directly related to
different challenges for Central Asia’s sustainable development.

In October 1992, Japan organized the Tokyo Conference on Assistance to the New(ly) Independent States,
which brought together representatives of 70 countries and 20 international/regional organizations (I0/
ROs). This meeting was held eight months after a similar conference in the United States. As a result of these
meetings, Japan began to provide technical assistance, humanitarian aid, and to promote economic relations
with the countries of the former USSR on the “help for self-help” basis (Miyazawa, 1992). In September 1999,
two years after the launch of the Eurasian Diplomacy, Japan organized the Tokyo International Conference
on Semipalatinsk, which brought together representatives of 24 countries and 12 IOs, and was designed to
help Kazakhstan in its efforts to deal with the consequences of nuclear testing on the territory of former
Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site, located in eastern part of Kazakhstan. In January 2002, one of the first
for Japanese conferences on Afghan issues—The International Conference on Reconstruction Assistance to
Afghanistan—was hosted by Tokyo.

In 1999, a group of well-known Japanese scholars submitted the report “Challenge 2001-Japan’s Foreign
Policy Toward the 21st Century” to the leadership of the Japanese Foreign Ministry. This report highlighted
the importance of strengthening the mechanisms of diplomatic frameworks, including the creation of new
frameworks for building a safe and prosperous world.

In 2002, the Prime Minister's Task Force on Foreign Relations recommended the Japanese Government
include Central Asia and the Caspian Sea countries in the priority list of it's Official Development
Assistance (ODA) in order to support projects aimed at the regional integration. The task force also pointed out
the importance of pursuing Japan's foreign policy in accordance with national interests based on such notions
as: (1) the maintenance of the peace and security of Japan; (2) the maintenance of the free trade system; (3)
protection of democratic values; (4) people-to-people exchanges and (5) the development of human resources.

Until 2004 before the dialogue was actually established, the Japanese Government initiated numerous
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diplomatic frameworks for various organizations and countries, including the EU (1991), the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) (1993), the Central American states (1995), the Southern Common Market
(MERCOSUR) (1996), ASEAN (1997), China and the ROK (1999), the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) (2000), the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) (2000), countries of the Islamic world (2002),
the Andean Community (2002), and Arab States (2003).

The presence of such a colorful set of frameworks suggests that Japan had a substantial experience of
interacting with these groups in a more extended format. The choice of dialogue partners was determined
by the political (e.g., NATO, OSCE) and economic interests (e.g., MERCOSUR, CARICOM) of Japan. Moreover,
given the fact that Japan has observer status among a large number of 10s and ROs, these frameworks allowing
Tokyo to monitor and analyze specific developments in various parts of the world. An analysis of the internal
content of these mechanisms suggests that Japan does not have the “one-size-fits-all” model that Tokyo applies
to its partners. It indicates that Japan is flexible in this matter, although this can also be dictated by the specific
interests of Japan and possible restrictions for external partners. For example, in 1981, Japan and ASEAN
established a new international organization in Tokyo-the ASEAN Promotion Center for Trade, Investment and
Tourism (ASEAN-Japan Center) —in order to jointly solve different economic issues. In 2011, Japan, China, and
the ROK launched the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat in Seoul (South Korea).

According to Kawato (2008; 2018), the dialogue’s idea was first presented during a joint meeting of Japanese
Ambassadors accredited in Central Asia and the leadership of the MOFA's European Bureau in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan in September 2003. Tsunozaki, the Japanese Ambassador to Kazakhstan, and Kenji Shinoda, then
Deputy Director General of the European Bureau, presented this idea together. At that time, Japanese Foreign
Ministry officials considered several options that included the possible participation of Japan in the activities
of the SCO or the Organization of Central Asian Cooperation (CACO). The first option was unlikely due to the
absence of other Western powers in the SCO. In 2004, during the CACO business forum in the city of Almaty,
in Kazakhstan, Tsunozaki announced Japanese interest in establishing direct contact and cooperation programs
with the CACOQ, i.e. in water, energy and transport sectors. However, this option lost its attractiveness after
Russia’s accession to the CACO in the same year. Finally, the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue on the APT
model turned out to be the most acceptable solution for Japan. Apparently, the launch of a new initiative could
not take place at all, which again indicates the uniqueness of the decision made by Japan.

Yuasa (2008) indicates that the process of the dialogue’s formation was connected with numerous messages
from the so-called “epistemic community,” especially academic circles, as well as representatives of the Central
Asian countries to create an interactive platform for Central Asia—Japan communication. In March 2003, the
Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA) published a report, “Development of New State of Affairs in
Central Asia.” In the document, Japanese scholars mentioned the necessity in a new strategy for Central Asia,
e.g. during a possible visit of the Prime Minister of Japan to Central Asia. According to Sudo (1998), who is a
prominent scholar on ASEAN-Japan relations, the Fukuda doctrine, which was indicated in the aforementioned
report as a model concept, in fact, was “the first Japanese policy initiative that identified ASEAN as the most
important direction (of its foreign policy).”

Yuasa also notes that the Foreign Ministry officials played the central role in this process. However, the chief
author of the dialogue idea, former Japanese Foreign Minister Kawaguchi (2017) pointed out that the original
idea was born after her meeting with Tetsuji Tanaka in the summer of 2003. As a result of their meeting, the
question arose about the appropriate form of new Central Asia—Japan cooperation dialogue. As a result, the
MOFA staff was responsible for the practical implementation of the new task.

Kawaguchi's choice in favour of Tanaka as a main interlocutor for discussing the Central Asian theme was
surprising. However, this step could be related to Tanaka's professional background, i.e. his former affiliation
to the Bank of Japan and his personal contacts with the Central Asian government officials as their personal
advisor. Before taking up the post of the foreign minister, Kawaguchi had extensive working experience in the
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Ministry of International Trade and Industry (now the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry), the World
Bank, and the private sector. During the interviews, Kawaguchi and Tanaka focused mostly on economic issues
that led to the dialogue’s creation. Tanaka (2018) also designated Kawaguchi's work history as an essential
element in the dialogue's success at the initial stage. Kawaguchi also noted that the dialogue’s formation was
lean on two notions, i.e. regional cooperation and economic development. Such emphasis was related to the
desire to promote the development of projects that would advance intra-regional cooperation and economic
prosperity of the region. In this connection, the author is convinced that the “economic” factor was one of the
main pillars behind the dialogue’s creation.

According to Kawato (2008; 2018), the final idea was first presented to the Uzbek Foreign Minister Sodiq
Safoyev during his visit to Japan in December 2003. After that, Japanese plans was also discussed with
representatives of other Central Asian countries. In March 2004, the MOFA hosted a symposium, “The Current
State and Future of Regional Cooperation in Central Asia.” During the event, Parliamentary Vice Minister Isao
Matsumiya stressed the importance of reviewing the Japanese strategy in Central Asia. He also hinted about
the formation of a new strategic approach towards Central Asia.

According to Kawaguchi, the timing of the meeting was chosen as a result of her informal conversation
with the then Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev at the Asian Cooperation Dialogue’s
(ACD) meeting in China in 2004. Tokayev proposed to organize the meeting around the time of the CACO
Foreign Ministers  gathering in Astana in August 2004. Tokayev also promised Kawaguchi to discuss the date
with his Central Asian colleagues. Dadabaev notes (2016:22) that Japan has decided to present the initiative in
Uzbekistan before the first official meeting in Astana, taking into account the competition between Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan for regional dominance. These facts also indicate that the Japanese side treats their reputation
and attitude towards the Central Asian countries very carefully.

During her visit to Uzbekistan in 2004, Kawaguchi issued a statement on the Japanese strategy in Central
Asia at the University of World Economy and Diplomacy. She highlighted the importance of the Central
Asian region for global security, as well as lack of “selfish goals” in Japanese attitude to Central Asia. Since
the adoption of Eurasian diplomacy, Japan and the Central Asian countries have been able to demonstrate
significant changes in the nature and scope of their cooperation and in their level of cultural understanding. As
was mentioned by Mme. Kawaguchi, Japan isa “natural partner” for Central Asia.

In addition, Kawaguchi noted significant prospects for collaboration in the field of social and economic
cooperation, including in the area of human resources development, energy, environment, etc. As a result,
Kawaguchi proposed the creation of a dialogue as a “new dimension” and an “option for cooperation” based
on principles such as “respecting diversity, competition, and coordination, and open cooperation.” The author’s
analysis of bilateral mechanisms shows that in 2004 not all countries had a current set of bilateral dialogue
mechanisms like the Parliamentary Friendship League or the Joint Economic Cooperation Commission. At that
time, these facts gave the dialogue a deeper meaning in the eyes of the Central Asian politicians and diplomats.

The emphasis in Kawaguchi's speech was focused on the development of intra-regional economic integration
in Central Asia on the ASEAN-based experience. Thus, Japan demonstrated its interest in maintaining the
principles of intra-regional cooperation close to the CACO spirit, as well as their perception of Central Asia
as an integral region. In addition, Kawaguchi expressed hopes that one day Afghanistan could also join the
process.

The first official meeting of Central Asia—Japan foreign ministers (first FMM) was held on August 28, 2004
in Astana. However, the Turkmenistan delegation was presented at the level of Ambassador. Later, it becomes
clear that Japan would negatively react on the low level of Central Asian participation. Nevertheless, according
to the former Director General of the European Bureau Komatsu (2004), participation of the Turkmen side was
considered as demonstration of support to the initiative.

Japanese Ambassador to Kazakhstan Tsunozaki (2007) notes in his memoirs that all participants of the first
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meeting welcomed the initiative. One of the main outcomes of the meeting was determination of the forum's
goals in such dimensions as security, democratic development, socio-economic growth, and close cooperation in
addressing regional and global issues.

The review of Central Asia—Japan membership in various IO/ROs prior to 2004 shows that the opportunities
for their multilateral cooperation were noticeably limited. For example, some countries were less presented in
various organizations such as the ACD, the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), the International Criminal Police
Organization (INTERPOL), the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), and the World Trade
Organization (WTO). These facts could also indicate a desire of the Japanese side to promote Central Asia—
Japan multilateral contacts and projects in a more systematic way.

In December 2004, Kawaguchi, as the Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of Japan, took part in the twelfth
Ministerial Council (MC) of the OSCE in Sofia, Bulgaria. An additional meeting among the representatives of
Japan and the Central Asian countries was held on the MC margins to discuss the working moments of the first
FMM. This meeting was also the first and only meeting among the dialogue participants in the framework of
major international forums.

During her speech at the OSCE event, Kawaguchi presented the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue and
urged her European colleagues to jointly assist Central Asian efforts in such fields as combating international
terrorism, drug trafficking, water issues, environmental problems, development of transport communications,
and energy. This message could be also linked with previous Japan—OSCE experience, including based on their
joint conference “Comprehensive Security in Central Asia—Sharing OSCE and Asian Experiences,” which was
held in Tokyo in December 2000. It is noteworthy that two years after the launch of the dialogue, in April 2006,
the fifteenth Japan—EU Summit led to the launch of a separate dialogue on Central Asia, based on a similar
Japan—EU framework vis-a-vis the East Asia region. In addition, Kawaguchi (2018) mentioned that she also
made a similar appeal during her working meetings with representatives of the US. Department of State. This
approach also mirrors the ideas of Ambassador Kawato, who, during the process of the dialogue’s creation,
believed that Japan could initiate the creation of a multilateral platform in Central Asia close to the example of
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE).

One notable feature of this period was the lack of proper attention among Japanese media to the outcome
of the first FMM. Analysis of publications and interviews relates it to the fact that Kawaguchi refused to
use such a traditional tool for Japanese diplomacy as the “chequebook diplomacy” during her trip to Central
Asia. Nevertheless, Tanaka, Kawato, and others (2018), who wished to remain anonymous, pointed out that the
Japanese Foreign Ministry was impressed by the overestimation of the results of Kawaguchi's visit by Russian
and Chinese media.

3. Transformation of the dialogue

During the fourteen years of its existence, the dialogue was able both to achieve significant results and miss
several unique opportunities for its further development. In order to understand this process more precisely, the
author has divided it into several stages, selecting FMMs as the starting point of each stage.

(1) Step one

According to Figure 1, the first structural elements of the dialogue appeared in the interval between the
first and second ministerial meetings. They include the meetings of Senior Officials (SOM) and the Tokyo
Intellectual Dialogue (TID). The intermediate meeting that was held in Bulgaria in 2004, after the first FMM, is
not included in the timeframe due to the low level of reference to it.

According to the Diplomatic Bluebook of the Japanese Foreign Ministry (2006:101), the first SOM was held in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan in 2005. At that event, the participants agreed on the main areas of cooperation, namely:
(1) politics; (2) intra-regional issues (counterterrorism, drugs, mines, poverty eradication, medical assistance
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Figure 1. Timeline of the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue-related events

(07.2010, UZ)

1 EF
(26.07.2011, JP)

(25.03.2016, JP)

(31.03.2017, JP)

1 BD
(28.02.2017, JP)

1 FMM 2 FMM 3 FMM 4 FMM 5 FMM 6 FMM
(28.08.2004, KZ) | (05.06.2006,JP) | (07.08.2010,UZ) | (09.11.2012,JP) | (17.07.2014, KG) | (01.05.2017, TM)
1 SOM 3 SOM 6 SOM 7 SOM 9 SOM 12 SOM
(04.03.2005,UZ) | (13.12.2007, TJ) | (01.12.2011,JP) | (22.10.2013,KG) | (04.03.2015,JP) | (26.01.2018, TJ)
2 SOM 4 SOM 8 SOM 10 SOM 13 SOM
(08.02.2006,KZ) | (07.2008, UZ) (18.03.2014,JP) | (24.11.2015, TM) | (26.11.2018, JP)
5 SOM 11 SOM

1 TID 2 TID 5 TID 7 TID 11 TID
(30.03.2006, JP) | (30.01.2007, JP) (15.03.2013,JP) | (27.03.2015,JP) | (03.07.2018, IP)
3 TID 6 TID 8 TID
(20.02.2009, JP) (18.03.2014,JP) | (02.03.2016, JP)

4 TID 9 TID
(25.02.2010, JP) (28.09.2016, JP)

10 TID

2BD
(23.03.2018, JP)

1 WGM 2 WGM 4 WGM
(13.02.2014,JP) | (19.12.2014,JP) | (20.02.2018, JP)
3 WGM

(04.02.2016, JP)

FMEP FMEP
(12.2013,JP)  |(13-20.11.2014, JP)
FMEP

(21-28.01.2016, JP)

(Note: FMM-Foreign Ministers Meeting, SOM-Senior Officials Meeting,

TID-Tokyo Intellectual Dialogue, EF-Economic Forum, WGM-Working Group Meeting,
FMEP-Foreign Ministries Exchange Program, BD-Business Dialogue;

KZ-Kazakhstan, UZ-Uzbekistan, T]-Tajikistan, KG—Kyrgyzstan, TM-Turkmenistan, JP-Japan).

and healthcare, environment, water, energy, trade and investment, transportation); (3) business promotion; (4)
intellectual dialogue; and (5) socio-cultural exchanges. The first meeting of the TID was held in Tokyo in 2006
with support from the Nippon Institute for Research Advancement (NIRA), an organization that also helped
the government to host the Japan-OSCE Conference in 2000. At the first TID, it was suggested that the Track II
meetings should be held once a year.

The meeting made it possible to identify new areas for multilateral cooperation, e.g. cross-border
infrastructure and tourism. In addition, the participants were able to discover initial limitations in the dialogue’s
activities. According to Akiko Fukushima (2006), the first TID was focused on the importance of systematic and
realistic cooperation, i.e. based on the limited participation of the Central Asian states in promising projects. In
2007, during the second TID, participants also highlighted the importance of in-depth discussions of regional
problems and possible projects with pronounced regional effect.

In order to strengthen economic cooperation, it was also proposed to establish a Joint Committee on business
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matters between Japan and Central Asia under the aegis of the dialogue. Moreover, the Senior Vice Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Japan Yasuhisa Shiozaki used the term “catalyst” for the first time to describe the Japanese
role in the dialogue. This fact demonstrates the transformation of Japan's role from being the “natural (equal)
partner” (Kawaguchi) to being a catalyst (Shiozaki), which is closer to such concepts as “intermediary” or
“conductor”.

(2) Step two

The second FMM was held in June 2006 in Tokyo. This meeting became significant due to a detailed
discussion of the further role of the dialogue.

First, the foreign minister of Afghanistan attended the meeting for the first time as a guest/observer. This
has been the case when the official representative of a third country participated in the dialogue. In addition,
in the 2007 Diplomatic Bluebook, the possibility of the dialogue expansion at the expense of Afghanistan and
Pakistan was noted. As we can see later, the Afghan issue would be raised regularly in agendas and outcome
documents of the subsequent meetings.

Next, following the second FMM, a comprehensive Action plan was adopted, and it determined the main
direction of the dialogue activities. Despite the absence of a well-defined timeframe, the action plan continues
to be one of the most significant documents of the dialogue. It covers five basic tenets of the dialogue and ten
most promising areas of cooperation that were agreed during the first SOM. Despite the several important
for Japan-Central Asia cooperation dates, e.g. the tenth anniversary of the dialogue (2014), the twentieth
anniversary and the twenty-fifth anniversaries of the establishment of Central Asia—Japan diplomatic relations
(2012 and 2017), the dialogue participants missed these unique opportunities to strengthen the basic principles
and goals of the dialogue.

In addition, the second meeting gave significant impetus to the institutionalization of the dialogue. However,
many of these achievements remain on paper only. For example, the Action Plan includes an appeal to consider
the possibility of holding the first Summit. Traces of this issue can be found later, in the 2009 parliamentary
statements of the Japanese Foreign Ministry officials, but most of them merely confirm Tokyo's interest in this
specific event. During the interviews, many of speakers excluded the possibility of holding such a meeting
under the current geopolitical conditions.

Participants have also proposed the establishment of a Working Group on Economics (WGM) to study
regional projects and the participation of public and private institutions. It could be said that the WGM has
become the counterpoint solution to the previous ideas on a joint economic structure within the dialogue.
However, it is evident that the WGM could not advocate for the development and implementation of high-
profile economic projects due to limited status of the Group as a structural unit. Moreover, the first WGM
was organized in 2014, and up to this day only four meetings have been held. The Action Plan supported the
proposal to hold annual meetings of the TID.

Finally, this meeting shed light on an updated vision of Japanese diplomacy in Central Asia, following
statements by Hashimoto (1997), Koizumi (2002) and Kawaguchi (2004). On the eve of the second FMM, Aso
gave an extraordinary speech on Japanese policy in the region. Aso designated Central Asia as the object of the
“New Great Game,” which, by-turn, gave Kawaguchi's initiative a robust political connotation and increased
the doubts of Russian and Chinese media about Tokyo's real intentions. Aso also updated the basic concepts in
describing the importance of Central Asia to Japan: leaving security, economic potential and the development
of multilateral relations, and breaking them with an “affinity” (interest to Japan). Moreover, he updated the
guidelines of the Japanese diplomacy in the region, incorporating: (1) a broad-based perspective; (2) regional
cooperation; and (3) partnerships based on common universal values.

Five months later at the JITA event, Aso presented his vision of so-called “Arc of Freedom and Prosperity”
for the Eurasian continent. The message also called for closer cooperation with NATO on the Afghan issue. At
the same time, the Arc’s key countries, including the countries of Central Asia, were presented as “marathon
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runners” and Japan was depicted as an “escort runner,” which can also be compared with the attempt of Aso
to give a new meaning to the concept of “catalyst.”

(3) Step three

The third FMM was held in 2010 in Uzbekistan during the reign of the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ).
Despite the plain results of the ministerial meeting, including adoption of a Joint Press release—a low-level
political document—Japanese Foreign Minister Katsuya Okada was able to achieve some progress. For example,
according to data from Okada’s personal blog (2010), he returned to the issue of having regularly scheduled
ministerial meetings, and as a result, participants agreed to hold follow-up ministerial meetings in Japan and
Kyrgyzstan two and four years later, respectively. It was also suggested that SOMs should be held at least once
a year.

According to Kitagawa Katsuro (2010), who was the Head of Central Asia and the Caucasus Division at
the Japanese Foreign Ministry at that time, this meeting was an important for the DPJ to prove their desire for
friendly relations with Central Asia. Same time, he expressed disappointment that Turkmenistan was presented
at the level of Ambassador. The author also used this instrument—participation criterion—to improve the
analysis of the dialogue’s events.

The third FMM was also preceded by the fourth TID (2010), during which DPJ] representative returned
to the notion of “catalyst.” At the same time, they were able to enforce the catalyst's meaning by inviting
representatives from the Asian Development Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
to a meeting. In 2005, Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura spoke about the importance of ADB and
other international financial institution’s participation in the dialogue. However, neither he nor his successors
from the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) followed up on this important suggestion. The DP] was able to
go further, proposing to hold the first “Economic Forum” in Japan, which, in fact, continued to function as
Business dialogues and helped to enhance the WGM activities.

In addition, under Okada, the first and only review of national reports on the implementation of the Action
plan was made. The dialogue participants no longer use this method. This fact demonstrates the absence of
mechanisms for monitoring the process of implementation of multilateral agreements.

(4) Step four

The fourth FMM took place in 2012 in Japan. It coincided with the twentieth anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Japan and the Central Asian nations. The peculiarity of this meeting was
related with the full-fledged participation of the delegation of Turkmenistan in the event.

In addition, all parties agreed to include the Foreign Ministries' Exchange Program in the dialogue activities.
In fact, this initiative was based on the previously existent exchange program established by the Japanese
Foreign Ministry for young diplomats from the Newly Independent States. Meeting participants also stressed
the importance of inviting new guests to participate in the dialogue meetings, such as representatives of the UN
agencies. Moreover, the participants supported the proposal of the Kyrgyz side to create a dialogue’s website:
http://www.ca-jp.org/index.php/ja/ (out-of-operation).

The main result of this phase was the launching of multilateral consultations on cooperation in the field of
agriculture. The sixth TID and the first WGM were devoted to this topic. At the same time, the Japanese side
indicated a new criteria— “Japanese specificity —for projects to be discussed in the framework of the dialogue.
Analysis of the statements shows that the Japanese side understands under this term those projects that are
“based on or aimed at the transfer/acquisition of Japanese technologies and expertise.”

(5) Step five

The fifth FMM was held in Kyrgyzstan in 2014. Then, for the first time in the history of the dialogue, all
members were represented at the ministerial level. It had taken ten years for Japan and the Central Asian
countries to give the dialogue a finished look.

Nevertheless, the parties reflected the importance of “new decade” in the work of the dialogue and giving it
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practical content. As evidence, the participants adopted the first in the framework of the dialogue Roadmap on
agriculture (e.g., fight against pests, silkworm breeding, livestock, and processing of fruits and vegetables). It
is noteworthy that one year later, in 2015, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) adopted
a new strategy titled, “The Global Food Value Chain Strategy: Promote “Made with Japan” through Public-
Private Partnership,” which supports ideas to create regional food supply chains in Central Asia and Russia.

In addition, this phase was further stimulated by the visit of Japanese Prime Minister Abe to Central Asia
in October 2015. Undoubtedly, the visit had tremendous value for the further development of Japanese foreign
policy towards Central Asia and vice-versa. Many of Step five events were devoted to the implementation
of results of the visit. In addition, creation of a new instrument of Kantei diplomacy—Japan-Russia-Central
Asia Exchange Promotion Council, whose first meeting was held on November 9, 2015 can also serve as clear
evidence of this fact.

Another important result of this phase was the seventh TID. During the event, representatives of the
Japanese Foreign Ministry introduced the dialogue as a “public good” that contributing to the stability and
development of Central Asia. Moreover, the President of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
made his first appearance at the dialogue’s event. In his speech, Akihiko Tanaka pointed out that the JICA
has long been using the dialogue meetings as a basis for its activities in the region. Same time, he pointed out
the small number of regional projects in the Agency's portfolio. Tanaka also referred to the challenges and
opportunities faced by the region and particular points for Central Asia to focus on: (1) challenges: sanctions
against Russia over the situation in Ukraine; incursions by the ISIL; withdrawal of the ISAF from Afghanistan,
(2) needs: employment opportunities; diversification of industries in non-resources areas; financial support and
private sector investment; improvement of deteriorated infrastructure; achievement of SDGs; (3) opportunities:
CAREC Program, SCO, and Eurasian Economic Union (EEU).

Apparently, for the Japanese Agency, it seemed more sensible and effective to use the existing mechanisms
in the region to support projects and initiatives. Given China's role in CAREC and the SCO, and Russia’s role
in the EEU, it can be assumed that JICA is clearly realize the possibility of cooperation with both PRC and
Russia, rather than in competition with them. Besides, Tanaka pointed out the three tasks to be implemented:
(1) intra-regional and extra-regional cooperative relationships as an open region,; (2) increasing connectivity with
neighboring countries and developing domestic systems; (3) equal distribution of economic growth universally
to the people by strengthening the capacity of the public sector.

(6) Step six

The sixth FMM and last meeting for today was held in May 2017, in Turkmenistan. Foreign Minister Fumio
Kishida became the first head of the Japanese Foreign Office, who visited the region twice and took part in two
ministerial meetings. Following the outcome of the sixth FMM, parties adopted a new regional cooperation
Roadmap, on Transport and Logistics.

Kishida also came out with the “Initiative for Cooperation in Transport and Logistics” that would be
supported by the additional assistance of the Japanese Government to the region worth 24 billion yen. This sum
could be considered as the first form of financial assistance, to be given to the region in the framework of the
dialogue. Indeed, it also could mean that Japan finally decided to employ the “chequebook diplomacy” in order
to give its initiative the “practical” nature.

Moreover, based on the outcome of the eleventh TID, which was held under the title, “Regional Cooperation
in Central Asia and Strategic Outlook for Regional Security,” it might be assumed that Japanese scholars and
officials are interested in the discussion of Central Asian—Japan cooperation for reconstruction of and peace
building in Afghanistan.

Speaking about the last two phases, it could be observed that the dialogue members started to “consistently”
study the “practical” forms of intra-regional cooperation in agriculture, transport and logistics, and recently
in the field of tourism, which was chosen as another promising area of cooperation during the last dialogue
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meetings.

(7) Step seven

The next FMM would be held in Tajikistan for the first time. On the one hand, this once again demonstrates
Japan's readiness to negotiate with its Central Asian partners in their domain. At the same time, it is not clear
what exactly a new Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono could bring to the dialogue.

4. Analysis and discussion

(1) Structural features of the Dialogue

1. To date, FMM is the highest possible level for meetings in the framework of the dialogue. The analysis
of the dialogue’s activities shows that the primary documents are usually adopted at the ministerial meetings.
In this regard, it can be argued that the FMM is the chief political body of the forum that responsible for the
adoption of political decisions, outcome documents and the approval of new initiatives. The dialogue has no
any clear schedule for the ministerial meetings. Same time, it can be assumed that participants still try to adhere
to a particular algorithm, i.e. to meet once every two years (third FMM). However, as was learned earlier, the
dialogue’s calendar is strongly affected by large-scale domestic and international events, e.g. general elections
and cabinet reshuffles in Japan. Moreover, as was mentioned above, the first full-fledged meeting of the FMM
with the participation of all Central Asian delegations took place only in 2012 (fourth FMM), and at the foreign
ministers’ level two years later, in 2014 (fifth FMM).

Moreover, all meetings are traditionally held in Japan or Central Asia, but not on the margins of international
forums. As a result, the Central Asian countries receive two significant benefits. First, unlike international
events, they have enough time to discuss their own agenda in the framework of the dialogue. Secondly, the
Central Asian countries form a regular basis for the organization of visits by Japanese Foreign Minister to the
region.

It also seems unusual that a representative of only one nation, namely Afghanistan, took part in the FMM
as a guest (second FMM). Despite the existing recommendations (fourth FMM), there is an evident absence of
representatives of I0/ROs and financial institutions, which also indicates the desire of the parties to give the
dialogue an “exclusive” format of Central Asia—Japan communications. This could be considered as a desire of
the Central Asian countries to increase financial and technical assistance from Japan.

2. In general, the SOM is the most regular and “closed” event in the framework of the dialogue. It is clear that
SOMs are important elements in the preparation of the FMMs and in their “follow-up.” Also, SOMs became
an important mechanism in maintaining the dialogue’s activities during the absence of ministerial meetings in
2007-9. Moreover, following the sixth FMM results, SOMs were also given additional functions to monitor joint
projects between Japan and Central Asia in the framework of the dialogue. Based on this fact, the SOM could

Figure 2. Organizational chart of the dialogue
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be considered as the principal executive body of the dialogue. At the same time, a particular disbalance might
be seen in the SOM's composition. For example, in comparison with other delegations that usually presented
at the level of Deputy Foreign Minister, the Kazakh side is more often represented at the level of the Director
of Department or the Embassy staff (seven times). These facts demonstrate key features of how Central
Asian countries assess the dialogue by themselves. It is enough just to compare the levels of participation of
Kazakhstani delegations in similar structures with the EU, the US and the ROK.

3. It should be noted that Track II approach was strongly recommended to the leadership of the Foreign
Ministry of Japan by the authors of “Challenge 2001." During a telephone interview, Hakamada, one of the
report authors, noted that the interest of the Japanese academia and mass media to Central Asia is shallow. And
regular meetings in the TID format are very complex (from the organizational point of view), but, in fact, they
allow exchange information and develop new cooperation ideas.

In general, TID records usually passed to the FMMs and SOMs in the form of the Chair summaries. It is
evident that experts in their assessments count on the fact that these proposals could be admitted based on their
feasibility and acceptability.

Today, TID is one of the unique structures that hold regular meetings and produce various cooperation
proposals. Same time, the author did not discover any information about the TID meetings in Central Asia. In
addition, a limited number of experts from Central Asia participate in each meeting. In this regard, it could be
concluded that the TID serves exclusively for Japan's own purposes. The Track Il of “Central Asia plus Japan”
dialogue could be considered as a platform with a limited effect.

4. WGMs are held in the same manner as TIDs. At the same time, we should understand that WGM-related
topics usually do not correspond to the primary competence of the foreign ministries of Central Asia and
Japan. It is obvious that discussions and preliminary arrangements on different possible projects, especially in
the framework of TIDs, SOMs and FMMs, require additional coordination with the specialized agencies. It is
obvious that the creation of a full-fledged economic body could significantly increase the effectiveness of the
dialogue.

In this context, it should be noted that initial proposals on the establishment of the Business Council and the
Joint Economic Committee were not implemented. Consequently, appropriate economic and business institutions
did not support these ideas due to the possible overlapping of already existed frameworks. In this regard,
WGMs could be considered as the Japanese Foreign Ministry's “invention” to keep economic track in the
context of the dialogue.

5. In September 2014, the Second Regional Ministerial Conference of the Central Asian Disaster Management
Authorities under the auspice of the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue was held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. As a
result, participants agreed to regularly convene such meetings at the level of heads of the disaster management
authorities for discussing regional cooperation. However, this event is not reflected in an “official” list of the
dialogue’s events. Therefore, it can be assumed that the dialogue started to use its name as a “banner” for
regional events with the participation of the Japanese and Central Asian officials.

6. In July 2014, on the tenth anniversary of the dialogue, the MOFA Japan presented an unofficial mascot of
the dialogue, which usually used during PR activities and cultural events in the framework of the initiative.
The famous Japanese manga artist Kaoru Mori based on her romance manga books, “A Bride's Story
(Otoyomegatari),” compiled the “image” of the dialogue in the form of six ladies dressed in national clothes of
the Central Asian nations and Japan. Such action by the Japanese side could be considered as a desire to give
the dialogue attributes of the “organization.”

(2) Unique trends in the dialogue’s activities
In 2015, the Foreign Ministry of Japan commissioned a survey of public opinion, which showed that 70 per

cent of respondents in the region highly appreciate the activities of the dialogue. However, the core question—
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“Last year the “Central Asia Plus Japan” dialogue celebrated its tenth anniversary. Do you think the
strengthening of the ties between Japan and Central Asia brings benefit via similar commemorative events?—
actually does not reflect the essence of the dialogue activities and apparently cannot be presented as an
assessment of its role. Based on this fact, the author suggested that the dialogue's issue was excluded from the
second opinion poll (after Abe’s visit to Central Asia) intentionally. However, there are some positive trends in
the dialogue activities that could be attributed as the dialogue’s effect:

1. Since the fourth FMM, there has been an increase in the number of FMMs' outcome documents. Outcomes
of Mahmudov's interview with Jun Nanazawa, former head of Central Asia and the Caucasus division, shows
that the dialogue has “revived” after the fourth ministerial meeting, from formal to practical character (2017).

2. The most popular form of outcome documents is “Joint statements” and “Roadmaps.” In this regard, it
can be concluded that the Action plan is still the main document of the dialogue, and the Joint Statements and
Roadmaps serve as complementary to the Action plan documents.

3. Transformation of the dialogue’s role could also be traced in the titles of outcome documents. At the first
FMM, there was a reference to the entrance into so-called “New Era” of relations as a starting point of the
dialogue’s process. The fourth FMM was concluded with the establishment of a “New Partnership,” which
differs from such terms as “relations” and “cooperation” in other titles. In addition, outcome documents of the
fifth and sixth FMMs give references to the beginning of a new working timeframe of the dialogue (2014-24)
and strengthening of the “multilateral” component in its activities.

4. The level of outcome documents™ signatories indicates that the full-fledged activities of the dialogue with
the participation of all countries and ministers began only during the fourth FMM. Accordingly, the dialogue
started its functions as a full-fledged mechanism only after the fourth ministerial meeting.

5. The text analysis of outcome documents shows a high level of references to the role and efforts of the
Government of Japan. At the same time, a relatively low number of references to the individual countries of
Central Asia could be found. In the texts, the term “Central Asia” is highly prevalent for the description of the
Central Asian republics.

Moreover, the texts contain sufficient references to the importance of Japan—Central Asia cooperation.
However, as in the first case, we can also trace serious differences in the allusion of the dialogue and different
10s and ROs. In four of six cases, references to separate I0s and ROs prevail over the use of the dialogue.

6. Despite the strong beliefs about the dialogue as a tool of geopolitical game, findings clearly show that the
dialogue countries do not mention third parties, except for some cases. In this connection, the author believes

Figure 3. Agenda for the dialogue
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that there is also a consensus among nations on the discussion of the policies of third countries, for example,
Russia or China. In 2012, Japanese Foreign Ministry's Deputy Press Secretary Saiki Naoko confirmed for
the first time that the Dialogue is not aiming at any particular country. However, at that time, during severe
diplomatic contradictions between China and Japan, she did not rule out whether the issues related to the PRC
would be raised during the fourth FMM or not. Then-Foreign Minister Gemba also ignored such questions.

(3) Practical dimension

The detailed analysis of dialogue-related documents allows the identification of a small number of initiatives
that could be attributed to the effect of the Japanese initiative, indicated as follows:

1. According to Kawaguchi, despite her promise to accept one thousand trainees from Central Asia (first
FMM), Japan received almost 1200 people at that time. Same time, Japan accepted 9,154 trainees between
1991 and 2015. In addition, Foreign Minister Kishida also declared at the sixth FMM that Japan would provide
additional training opportunities for approximately 2,000 people over the next five years.

2. In 2005, the JBIC surveyed the adjustment of water resources and electricity, one of the critical issues in the
region, to examine possible forms of cooperation with regional areas of cooperation in Central Asia.

3. Based on the outcome of the second FMM, the JICA published a paper titled “Study on Intra-Regional
Cooperation over Water and Power for Efficient Resources Management in Central Asia.” The main function of
the report was to determine the role of Japan in water and electricity-related issues in Central Asia:

“Japan leads in areas such as water saving, water resources management and energy saving, and can,
therefore, provide Central Asian countries with its excellent technology. Technical assistance should be
expanded to reform systems including improving the management of power-related facilities such as
power generation, transmission, and distribution. It is appropriate to start with projects which will be
conducted within a country but---will have regional impacts rather than immediately venture gigantic
projects.”

The report also included the following recommendations: (1) strengthening of mutual trust through
continuous dialogue; (2) support based on a long-term perspective; (3) respect to the individuality, assistance
in accordance with the state of progress; (4) prevention of unfairness; (5) cooperation with other donors; (6)
advantage use of Japan's expertise.

In particular, the Japanese support should be promoted based on fundamental principles, like “(give) priority
to projects producing effect:--for the entire region and all countries concerned.” At the same time, these
recommendations include specific pre-conditions, namely, “a mutual agreement on the promotion of intra-
regional cooperation through river basin management and electric power interchange.”

4. In order to implement the decisions of the fifth FMM, in 2015 the JICA together with the Hokkaido
Intellectual Tank and the Overseas Merchandise Inspection Co., Ltd. conducted a survey on the agricultural
sectors of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The JICA also conducted point studies about the promotion of Japanese
technologies owned by private companies in Hokkaido, in Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Uzbekistan). Moreover, based on the dialogue’s decisions, the JICA and the FAO have developed a program of
cooperation in the field of locust control which focuses on Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The project amount for
Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan totaled US$ 5 million.

5. Following the fifth FMM, the JICA together with several Japanese companies conducted a study on
emergency preparedness in Central Asia, the Caucasus and Mongolia.

6. During the sixth FMM, Foreign Minister Kishida announced that visa applications between Japan and the
Central Asian republics would be simplified, especially for people engaged in business, academic, or cultural
exchanges.

7. On 22 February 2018, in Astana, the UNDP and the Embassy of Japan signed an Exchange of Note ,
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according to which the Japanese Government committed to provide US$ 6.1 million for the regional project
titled, “Strengthening Community Resilience and Regional Cooperation for Prevention of Violent Extremism
in Central Asia.” According to Japanese officials, this project is part of Japan's commitments under the sixth
FMM.

8. On March 6, 2018 based on the sixth FMM discussions, the Government of Japan provided US$ 6.2 million
to Kyrgyzstan for the implementation of two programs, “Strengthening the System of Maternal and Child
Health” (US$ 3.5 million) for the UN Children’'s Fund (UNICEF) and “Strengthening drug control measures”
(US$ 2.7 million) for the UNODC.

9. At the fourth FMM, the Japanese officials announced that the government had already implemented
several projects worth US$ 700 million to promote cooperation in the region. The exact list of such projects was
not officially disclosed. In this regard, the author believes that this amount covered Japanese projects that were
already implemented or were under implementation by the time of the fourth FMM.

10. At the sixth FMM, Kishida came out with the “Initiative for Cooperation in Transport and Logistics,”
which was used by the Japanese Government to undertake concrete projects involving cooperation in the field of
transportation. It was said that the initiative would include a significant amount of assistance, approximately
24 billion yen. According to the document, monetary resources will be allocated to projects in such areas as
border control (e.g., UNODC), air communication (e.g., airport modernization and personnel training), ground
transportation, and logistics. These projects also include yen loans, grants, and technical assistance.

(4). External effects

It is worthwhile to note that the dialogue was launched in the same year as Japanese dialogue with the
Visegrad group (V4).

Moreover, similar platforms were created with GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic
Development (2007), Nordic-Baltic Eight (NB8) (2013) and three former USSR Baltic states (2018). Actually, all
these dialogue platforms are supervised in Japan by the European Affairs Bureau.

Tetsuji Tanaka mentioned that the dialogue gave impetus to similar platforms between Central Asia, the
EU and the U.S. Moreover, Tanaka, the current head of the Japanese Centre on Chinese studies, noted that the
Chinese “16 +1” initiative has possible roots in the dialogue (see Figure 4). According to Tanaka, the thesis
about the Japanese track in the EU-Central Asia and the C5+1 format was also recognized by the famous US.
scholar Starr during their occasional meetings in Tokyo and Tashkent. The same thesis was indicated in an
article about the tenth anniversary of the dialogue in the Japanese Foreign Ministry's online magazine “Wakaru!
Kokusai josei” (‘T understand! The International Situation”), Vol. 117, on 11 July 2014. According to the article,

Figure 4. The effect of the dialogue.
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“This pioneering effort by Japan has attracted attention from the international community, and now the EU,
Korea, etc. have also launched a dialogue forum with a similar approach.”

However, Tanaka is convinced that Japan's participation in regional affairs will be less active if the republics
cannot become one-piece. Amb. Kawato shares a similar opinion. According to the former diplomat, the creation
of the dialogue can be viewed as Japan's earliest attempt to develop its own “diplomatic card” in relations with
Russia and China. Leaders in Japan will be able to achieve more of their goals in the region only if all Central
Asian republics could form a single unified bloc.

5. Conclusion

As we can see, in the early 2000s Japan planned to create the “Japan-CACO” dialogue, which, based on
previous aspirations of the Japanese side in the framework of ASEAN-Japan and ASEAN+3, was bound to
transform in the “CACO+5" (e.g. Russia, China, Japan, the US. and the EU) mechanism. Despite the dilution of
the CACO, Japan retained its interest in Central Asia and came forward with its own idea. The author realized
that Japan had a choice—to create a dialogue or not. Again, the appointment of Kawaguchi as Foreign Minister
was accidental and possible only after the resignation of her predecessor Makiko Tanaka as a result of a major
scandal in the Japanese Foreign Ministry. Nevertheless, this initiative was developed and became an example
of a new type of multilateral diplomatic framework for Japan, based on the affiliation of partner countries to a
particular region, rather than regional organization.

Today, dialogue is an essential complement to the Japanese foreign policy, which allows it to compensate an
msufficient level of interaction between Japan and Central Asia in the global arena. In this regard, dialogue can
also serve as an essential argument for Japan in the discussion of the Central Asian agenda with various actors.

Same time, the dialogue was able to achieve its goal, since the Central Asian countries were able to create
similar structures with other key countries and regions, and today collectively defend their common interests.
The author concluded that Japan, if the current status quo is maintained, could fall under the influence of the
Central Asian republics, which, in turn, could try to reformat the dialogue and its content. In fact, Japan could
become a “hostage” of its own initiative, as many of its early efforts have not been implemented.

However, the dialogue has essential features that allow Japan and Central Asia to discuss a wide range of
issues in the framework of FMMs, SOMs and TIDs. In this context, the dialogue participants demonstrate their
aspirations for further changes through the great focus on the real-life meaning of the dialogue. Moreover,
academic interest in the dialogue might be enforced by recent political trends in Central Asia. The advent
of a new leader in Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, re-launched political discussions about the intraregional
integration in Central Asia. For example, on November 10, 2017 President Mirziyoyev proposed to convene
annual meetings of the Central Asian leaders, whose first informal meeting was hosted by President Nursultan
Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan on March 15, 2018 in Astana.

It is no doubt that this process would be accompanied by a revision of regional strategies of the Central
Asian nations in the framework of different multilateral dialogue platforms, including with Japan. As a first
step, during their meeting on November 10, 2017 in Uzbekistan, Central Asian Foreign Ministers already agreed
to cooperate on their joint actions in the framework of ministerial meetings of “EU-Central Asia,” “C5+1
(US.),” “Central Asia—ROK” Cooperation Forum, the US—Central Asia Trade and Investment Framework
Agreement, and the “Central Asia plus Japan”™ dialogue.

In such situations, Japanese diplomats always love to say, “The ball's in your court now.” However, today
the ball is in the Japanese court. Indeed, the Central Asian countries have created a unique momentum that
can help their foreign partners to demonstrate declared by them intentions and opportunities. If the dialogue
miss a chance for more radical transformation now, it is unlikely that it will be able to improve its work in the
foreseeable future.
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National Identity in Taiwan: How “Taiwan” Emerged under Japanese Occupation
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The Republic of China converged to contemporary “Taiwan™ through the formation of a complex
identity. The facts that foreign governments ruled Taiwan since the dawn of history and that a certain
social setting emerged through the KMT (Kuomintang) led by Chiang Kai-shek have greatly been involved
in this context. Taiwan was a no man's land for a long period of time. After being ruled by the Netherlands,
Taiwan was governed by various foreign administrations and as a result of Japan's governance, Taiwan
became conscious of “Taiwan” for the first time. Several ethnic groups were coexisting in Taiwan for a
long time. Those ethnic groups did not share the consciousness of being one nation and the groups were
divided among themselves without one group being the clear governor of the island. This situation did
not change in the Qing Dynasty; thus Taiwan was only governed partially. Getting integrated into Japan,
the people living in Taiwan were made Japanese. However, due to the distinction by the Japanese people
between people from in- and outside of Japan and discrimination of people from outside of Japan, the
Taiwanese became aware of “themselves”. These people had a different national identity than Japanese
people, which then functioned as a foundation for the creation of Taiwan.

This study examines the emergence of Taiwan’s national identity under Japanese occupation. For the
analysis, literary works by Japanese author Kawai and Taiwanese author Lu Yu Hua were used to see how
Japanese people viewed Taiwanese people as well as how the Taiwanese accepted the governance by the
Japanese empire. This study reveals that through Taiwan's governance by the Japanese as well as through
the fluctuation of boundaries between indigenous Taiwanese and Han Chinese the foundation leading to
national identity in present-day Taiwan grew under Japanese occupation.
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Spin-out and Business Development of Local Electric Lamp Companies:
A Case Study of SKY and AFC Co., Limited in Akita, Japan
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This paper focuses on the spin-out and business development of two local electric lamp companies, SKY
and AFC Co., Limited, which were established in 2000 in Akita, Japan. Previous studies for the Japanese
electric lamp industry examined the following topics: (1) the structure and development of the export
electric lamp industry mainly during the period of high economic growth in the 1950-60s, (2) the business
development of electric lamp companies which transferred production from Tokyo to Akita in the 1960s,
and (3) the new model of LED business by the local companies which entered the electric lamp industry
from different industries. In this paper, using the oral history technique based on an interview with the
owner-manager, we clarified the following things: [1] one employee of the electric lamp company located
in Akita spun out and established new companies, and [2] the spun-out company worked on securing
production, technology, and employment.
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This paper examines the learning environment of Kazakhstan, an area where Japanese language
education has limited practical potential. Life stories of Japanese language teachers are employed to
analyze their views on Japanese language, Japanese language learning and teaching, in order to define a
purpose of the Japanese language education in Kazakhstan. Data collected from non-native teachers who
experienced a Japanese language learner stage and who work in Kazakhstan is analyzed. Unstructured
interview methods were used by the author to inquire into the teachers" experience as learners in terms
of their motivation to study Japanese and learning methods, and about their teaching experiences. The
analysis shows that even when the Japanese language education is not directly related to practicality,
Japanese language learning is valued for its own sake. In addition to fostering language skills, the teachers
stress the importance of training human resources by means of teaching Japanese.
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% B (Hirofumi TSUSHIRO)
RIERFENIHEERR #HIR

PP BIRMROERGEE 25, SHOSHUEEZHERL LD LT5H-AL, EHTHREINT
W5, B ARV ERENICIEE TH S L ), HRALSHEIR D SEERENICRE T
HBITENLVWE VI ERE, AL TEEOLMMDY, 232 =2r—2a V&2 UIFLT
Ay TR, HBOEPSEZIFEA) v FThHEEVIERE, Db b2 kA
LTWbEh5THD, g VIRET HBUIRE M2 T, SR &3 L BB O /RO SE
L. ZEFRN OB EICRIFHEIIC % 5 12E W R,

HAGEL, RIS OB CFAEMZT TR AHESROGE L &k [1EWN] %
FERis, Z7a— VAR boRICE SN, & CICHMAREL LTEIEENTH 2 h0TE
ERvE, FHETRZITOOH 5, HkNELFHERT, ARG ERLEMATEO—DE L
TOMMEMERT 5720120, —HTIIEELSHEEEZRKOICREOD, BTk, BFIE
EWRA =T 2 A R LTOE - FXE2EL LS, MHAEREZ BT 2LER DL, &
CTCRBEOHEICENZHEE, BITHEZKREF LoD, I ZEECTRAMIIIE L T A HMER
OFEREEL, W ODDORMEE 2 Do RBEIS, BWBITUCASCRORT — & G2 2t 3
7200, BAEMNREELZIRET 5.

Whereas English is becoming the international language of the contemporary world, counter efforts
to secure the diversity of languages can be observed here and there. Not a few people share the intuition
that a monolingual world must be fragile just as a monotonous life world is so ecologically; likely the
feeling that the diversity of languages is not a demerit which hinders communication, but a merit which
amplifies the fertility of expressions. Beyond a world of crowded languages, the forthcoming world must
be multilingual and highly translation coping, where diversity and interchange of languages coexist.

The Japanese language has produced not only highly esteemed literary works but also rich ‘works’
in humanities and social sciences. But it has been exposed to the globalization of English and so often
disqualified as academic language. Supposing a multilingual world in the future, however, the Japanese
language can occupy a significant status in academism. For this sake, we need operations on two fronts:
one is to preserve a unique heritage language in the center, the other is to innovate interfacing styles and
formats of Japanese which shall be translation coping. Here I focus on the latter front and consider some
operations, including the utilization of machine translation which has made rapid developments recently,
with reference to precedent examples. Finally, I propose a concrete procedure to provide sentence-by-
sentence translated data to machine translation projects.

F—7— R HR LEHIR. BARFEER. FIERZL. BMEER
Keywords: Translation, Multilingual World, Notation of Japanese, Japanese-English Mixed Style, Machine
Translation
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1. {FREEEHSBIRIT1v IR

HAGEZ, BBREROZREFLOD VLT, [SHEORE] DT D ITEVD, HIFR, &
FEFLWEAFEONTE 2, UM, SEMLMILEOMI T, HARELIHTC. EREL EqE
12, Lo Z®IFR ) 2 EED. B oM,

IANRT ¥ MIHHOEFELHPREE. WHESA1920EK, ¥ 24— 7 T o E S E AT
HRARIC, HARELLTHHELABY, RFERT7 7 VY AELZHHICEH ST, HLVWEWE L,
EVIIEY—FEDHIF DL, TD L) BREEFTHEOLRITN T 24N TP ERFORMEERD
BEONDL, TART Y MEFAHERTHHATE, HOBRAILLE > TW2008, F—RIEFKEE,
5ERESERIZT TORTH Y, HIHL T ARG Y FOWMIREZIZLDIEELE 7280w (8K,
HH R, 2008)

FOTART Y MNEAHFELT AT, BEALHEEIILR L2720 LT, Klx 3h0lx
LR OBRAELORTE AT, & CEZRIERRKEZOEEETRD 7 F » AFEAHFEGIX
B THbH, BT TEFEME] (1946) 12BWT, [HE. AARZE M THRB T—F W\ SiE,
—FELWSiEELOT, Zoff, ERECRALTEE I » 7 I YV ARTULDORALZETH Y |
MREFRATRTHUAPAARNE BT L0085 5 L BENE L. 75 ¥ ADFFICIAMRPEZE DR
WMEIBTHLDOPDHEERIINTHSE L. XNBICEDOTHZH, BHINAFHEZLEIVSL,
EIVEAEKRT, 77 VAN —F LS E) RENT S Libx7z GEE. 1974),

[NGLOREE] LIFIENEE DO, 60 TOIDF A4 — T SHEBIIOVT, HwEi [#5E
ANDHEEN) XD oo HAFETIERN W LT T VY RAETIER NI LD Lk vning, &
D, & HWIETITRAS B VRSO ZROKRE SITWZEEINL | LTS (H
W, 1989). EIBSEEE HilEO K & WARERFESEORL B DL 13, WIHOMWL S, EE0mIEK,
HPOEEIZ, 20 HETEL L. HEFEORRIIELZFEOHE - LOK/NORERKED. BEHTT
RMETHLIA5TH 5D,

AfE. [HARGE] OFEMRTIERL, [Eif%E] OBEMRTT HRVERD, MR HEICA
NT, BARBEORRO X F SFRH LM, Ty ABENEE2T 0% — FTh b, JEEM
KL LT, R TS A ETHHBINTHLZ L 2HBL T, HEMROKDEICL WEZAZRERD
T 2008HNTH S, STIERMERZIVET 2720 T, MRT2EBICIEE-STBLT. MK
A5, EMPREHESEERELTCORZ V. KESE-0 e R, BEMREBEAAZS TSR
HamASE ZUE, Mg — P E L COHMRAZLAZ 8RS,

(1) FEMFHRIEBUERIICAALE

(BN 2 ERGE] & IRTOMHAEICE T [HHEE 0boTRIFNER S 2wDS, HER.
EIRSI TGS 2 IIEEFELE L ) TIEHRRR] 2EH L 2T R 00w, Lwbhd X
I 7% [HEHE] b, RFEPOLEVSHEOFEIX. TNETNOHREICE T, IHEaHE
BUHLNTED, TNEBUEMICALER DT Y, AL T2,

e BRI b Wi e o — AL, MBOBEICHEH LR TH D, Pl LT, IRNYT7TOF 204
LEOWERAD L, ABRLED, WHRF 2V A LFEFRZC [FELZ LW STICVE] 25
PHE, [(REELRLOLE)BREMZOTONTE ] [HEHOFTENIELNE LITEVE L
Mozl EBEZIEVS NV, 2013), ENOERELHFSEOHWZIEH %D, EEwid
BpoTd, SEFEILREBRSELEHYEEOLVZIHL NFERALSEBBOMETH S (E.
2013),

EWMEHEOBE 2O MBEERMOREIEBZ O5N5 L HI2, UL eEFZOBIN2 Ok, DK
REELZRE L EREHSHEZRETAILENFION TV D, ZNENOFHEULE TS Z LI,

UORESIE, JSPS BHUFE:, BRERIOBTZE (B53E) [T HARFE L] OFRAE - B - 55 0720 05T - %
AR MRS | GRERS © 17K18610. A3 @ HHE L, H29 ~ H34EE) OBEO—TH %,
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BANF v aF ) oA, 230 aF U XA —HEET 5. N bEROE
PEDODELEHRIEROEATH D, NHOKEKD, HVOmEER LA B, KHRT %
&S LHTIE R, HIZFPEIPRELETIE. 20X REMREE. AUy PTiERL,
L LAEMOENSIIR D,

(2) 3Ext#h % fMifEsniad 3

[PRFF) LI BBICIK. 20T F CIEHEG-FTRLTHRKT 2. L W) BB D S5, HAREIX G-
FRLTWENEW) b, FAGEHEE LTS, 20X, HAFETEZ, HAETEIN
723D, HETEICHBRICHREIN T, ZROOSFHEOFEC %Wﬁ%ﬁxfwép&#Q%%%
PTHb, HHEANILSLLTH, HRFENHBRLE->TLE ) 2213200 T, Blllid., ZRoF
FEICR D) TIH A, W) Il b,

ZofEICHG LT [HEREET Bz 0w b o] L) bl Lolifids, GH%2E2 F UinEic
YoTiELNLE, ZNUE, BT, bt vol [KAGLLOEESOLFEH > TS| 2 &, [
OB ] ICHEE L2 ERO 20T [HARERLFZOH] E5bhafEELRLETLZL
G EHARFBOALMMMEZ MUI. DX ) % THAGELATE] A HE ST TA
FHOXAZDOLOPELL R D] OTERWY, [ZOX) BHARETD ) HiF5Em%E - ROHE
T O BRI T2, EHICRBABHORKISHT 2JBTIIAVA, EW0I)dbDTHS OKH,
2008) o

COfBEEMFFZIELVY, —DOARR LT A0, EEEIZET 5. kwofﬁmLW%ﬁﬁ
LTnWBRWnWZ ETHb, ¥ - ROEMRMIE, FIE, EFEL V) ERFEZRMETEZ L2 v P&
waéﬁ\@-M%‘Xny-ﬁwbﬁw\ifa$®mmﬁﬂ%\U/7%¢l@iMﬂﬁm\
TR Z LI, I BoTwRV, WESVOETEEFETH VT 25 E) 2 b, Hikide v, &
D& HIZ, ERGEIRET LI LT, BEEPFFRAOLVWL 0, LEMTEIL, BEERAR
T2 OEHR R BRTIE R L B D,

WEIUZ LT H IE R S E 2 N BRI, RS RO EI N, Z LTI I, 5,
ZUFWY L2015 N D, —HTy 9 L72#EkE LRI O — AV % BEEERR & 12970 & i
HFAY Y FOEIZ, FNIEMO—BOEALIZO RN B A v bR IND, 72k 21E, FKAEM
m@ﬁﬁﬁ%#F74%xﬁ%77xuﬁm75JFE#%@%hkof ------ B EDH 5] [THHE
EZHIIE LN I B EERELALEINC, THDH, )i, BRI 5, EEEATER
BHY, TNICE—ELVNVL EOMRBASEEECTBALRTVwEW) A Y v M e, ER - TR
HFAEEZIThRVWEEICHEL., $-SHEEENERTLT A vy MBEIN TV, &z
W AL RFEL EFRICE FR LA LT A T4 ¥ Fofl] 25 &A0WIZH LT,
WARRLT) - bPOSEPZOIHHT L LB L2E 912, THDH G, g, 1998).

SEMRNEFHLL D ET2MEOVHIE, [LoXHicL Tl BRI RF. BETE, &w
ITREZEZEZTVED, 5DEIH, BEOWBELHFLLBERDLDIIEDAEIE. 7V TIC
HBTwawv, —fle LT, B 25 AREORIB EREBEICOWTH U TEHAZRI, TEBRL~
OEF] 2F Y, AREEEEECERT 2EME LT, LoZ3WIZHONZE—0 [ERM F 7212
ﬁﬁmijk\%gmrﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬂoibﬁaﬁﬁﬂjKM%J%E@EJth\ﬁ%%&Fm
RO F ) FAMHEAGER ] 2 X L7z HAPE o zillo -8 E LT, FHEEFHARICE
> TD [JHAE prestige] TH Y., ZOLEIIHNT LN E VS [BEM mirage K] Bdbo7z, &
WBRT, INZEZDOEANEYYVBZDLLEN DL, L0WIHIDOR, HBAO—ELLEETHSL, Eb
NTWBZEEAREHLL ZvEidwz, [BEM#] L MK ilusion] O—THO., 75 v A5k
MPOREFEIC A -7z prestige 13 b b &[40 2HWT A4 L, WHEEOMMEZH W% -RE
2o TWwW5b,

HRAKRTH, [FEol] 2BVERDZ AT LI, %%ﬁmw mEEHLE LT Dl kv,
DLINHPEF LT, fCARSHEBEE RGNS 2dI0, EEFIRALEfEEZ, MR
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WERE TP, SHIICEEEZHR L, %0 L TEECEE $TNTHAGRL, BEETORSH
BRWRICLZZBERIEZ, KRG IATA 7, bbb HAERNFEGEICE o T BLVERIZR S,

BARDVY) [HE=0E] 3, BDEEPHEINTALY, L2LEBS50O I THHRI N
HETH D, TORDOHEROIRFET, BHTNIRNA3IDEEILR L, —2DIF, ANTHEFH
A BARFEO LD ICEBENZ2ERE T 572012, THAFETHELI N TV SAENER] OBR - 5
BaEZksyasZ e, o0k [EEOAHGEICHAFHZANS] 2L, =203, HRADEIZH
CHGEZMWINT 2 &, 222 LHARNHEWR S THAGFL] L2 ¥ - 77 YAl weA
TEWH [4 27 v 7 Englic] T, BREFHE [—HMOSHKRFICALZ L] THDH 8k, 2011,
2015),

2. BAREDOER TJLF =ik, FERERXN. FEERXNX
BAROED I B, Z20oDiE, WHhIRHARRZ LA —NVORETHH. [Z7 LI+ —n11b
creolization] & LTZF i, M. L-BETIIR WV,

(1) 7L+ —Jt

JUF— ikl ORFEL OBEBREZETHICH LTV L —A, HHEZE0HREN LB LT,
[ 7 LA — ) Creole] &9 SEEIX, RNV MAHWEE [Z7 V420 crioulo] ICHBED»H Y., [ZOTH
EFho| NeWrEI LIz, Rz L. 57 ViEOMHA [creol 1CE D, [7 LF— VoM ]
7—2 - 2=V b (Hugo Schuchardt) &, [T 7 ViE] BBBED S 7 VFEOWIZED» HHIE L.
ZI)LTTEux Y Rk, L, I [FHLvax r A, 2% ) 7 LA —VEEPAETRTE 7]
LR Z T2 BEMSHN, HLLEVZEZONS T O RE, [YREDODIF bW, ks F ST
TRAITIREE] THY, 7L F— VEOREBEIZIE, DRAICEREE LTo [¥Y Y pidgin & 2°d 5,
[EV VLGSV HZD 722 Eb ] i [FNE22FLD, BHHOR - L AT X9 I
bl LT, 2L A=V EelMEnD TREE] OFfi#E LB b, SOXIIT, [TXTOZLIFIE, FUD
HH)Z LTk oTELL, BELTEL] LEZE v ZAHEREFEDN. [BHo LT, 3w
7 VF =L L 7z B S A2 BRE] TH D L Dbh b, LAL. 2o [HHE] Lw)Hz
L&k, WCRD 7 LA —VIREE - Bk, [RSEICT 2] &) =27 VAT, reduce &M ¥ 3
v reduction & I T L, [WHEEADLZ LA —ViE%E, PNOOMFELWNEDOSHELE L TALI L
dhahol]l OTHD (Yay vy, 2000).

EZAMN, DL THERANZ Ut — ik AL, Z2ICHSOREE. BARFEOTH2%, Hlok
THERTZ] LV O, HFOFETHD, HA [2F 0| &2 THARRK] ZEiEE 2. WIFKRG-
HEIICSEDN TV A HEL, [T 22 Enhd R0 BE L AFHOLIZER] 35
EEZDLIED, [V —VEPOSHILLIWFEAREI R R AN] RAESINE, 7Lt -
FEIZGER 7 T VAGEEHMAL L2 07 5, ARFED WFELZ D AA THEICHMILL TLw,
HAFZOD DL HMLL T v v, BH{boERIHL»THS (HHF, 1999),

FLE o=V EROFNHELD. N—OEEE [SHMICVWARBEIE, Fu—n"Y ¥
—Ta v ERRLTILFYY— 3 ¥ creolization DIE] L2 T3,

WRILEROH S ZH I [ BEFEBRM 2 FIRT 23 F Y aFV-RLT 4 v 7 2] BELND,
AT MM PERSNZVIHEETH, BEFETHIRE L W) RRIEILESNE, AIWNENEL D
MEOSFETHIETETYH, [ 0X5% [LOEPSDBIFON-U] X, BFETHITETEBT
EwhASTHY, 2o [LoFE] ik, 72 aF ) XL LHETDERT W,

)~ E R zd . EINE [ZORFET S MR TERL L BIE LIS 7a—n) B—
T avOENBDPPoTLBEXREITRIZIVOR] LR, THEERO~AL 2 )71 ] il
2o T [REBAWE], 2FDIRFEDO S LA —VLEIAT#EHEL TWb, TIX, 74—
ILBIARELZ T RO EnS &, HWLAIZIZORIEWDEH S X512, [27 L+ —VHFLE eloge de
la creolite] & W IHfIMEIEIRATEZ %, IHHERH T 22 TCOEZEOSiEE VWY [AOHEE] 253K
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MOIHE] 2T 5720050 ER). FL-HCEMNEZT 27200 TR L2, [ AR
SRMEE BEMEOHIIEES L] LW EFIE. 7L —Vkoflifizm o2 icER Lo Shb
CGEIL 2013) 6

WHROFOAREOVEMELYF 2 72F, Sk, Hfid, SEFEFREVIEDY 2055, ik
O MRE]ICED [Z7VF—E] L) ZETE—HL TS, ARd. @355I 450
B ZRAEZCTIVDED, EEHELOMEE V- XICHIETORKEEZO T, FFHE—FKE LT,
WEETd DI ZE % 15 L S35 vehicle language, & 5 W&, WhIiE/7EE hub language & L T
BENZFIH L, Z200b, £EiERRANOERZ % 2720,

(2) FFERRZN &EFERIZN

NEFD 7 L —Nt] OfED, BREEO L O TIE ARV L3, b o#BIZ X 5. 7T,
P ORIM, TFIERZX] OBEAOHOL2TH S (R, 1977). B ) - R TRESNL KD
KHBREL, JLROWET N S o T AR BMUHARAD 5D ) i) HEFETH D,
FEALERINLZVY, FEZRINNE. ZORKRICAIL LN TEL, ORI I HF
RAERR Lo, HEINEB0, HEOF Y IV F N EVIDOTIE AL, HER, & I2H
EDOREND b, Ba/hER, LFORNE Vo 72FKEIE. HARFIBIZB BRIk, HRE
RIS B 2R TR - Fael [AEE] 12, BRI, 207§ 2UHMRAEL H
THHE] B0, ZRZWERAFRFLRAAZDOTH S (Mifk. 2003, A, 2013). HAEDODNR
DUAETMLTWA0h, FAEORETH L, HEFED S L4250 - RN RO DR, 1.
FE LT, MERRCICHETL2bDEEZ L, LDH2TIE [MEERL] L2575 9,

MERZTLEN) L%, RPEZIBOLDOIL, BEOEFEORETH 2, #HO [hero 8
heroine % lagoon T shark #* & rescue L72] &\ 9 —F TdH %, “The hero rescued the heroine
from the shark in the lagoon.” &b b LIFEZDS, (TR & [$185H ] 2o, 4E
FEHEEA O IFA L, HAFELLT, I—F - A4 v F U7 LICHRTE 5, 20X H1IT, i
BROFIPAS, FIRBERLE VW) ZLEEZTVED, TOF—TJ—=FOF) IV FNVREZIZHH7EA
I Ao

Fa W s HAGE] OTFIRE S e 25 & [EECGNFE NS [ EREOCE LR L L5 & LT,
ZENWICHARFEIC L o THA T Lz, HEBW 2RO FE] Th Y, M) [FI3C] & [FsicE
LOHRFEOLFEEZEEL T RBEIZ. > 72RO—20K] THY, TNOHDEH LT [THIE
RIEX] AL L72] WO 7eh e, TOREREM LT, [F#ROHR] #RROH 5] [EROL]
EIFEN A D D%, [HRERIE ] [FSEEREL] LA RV, LBRTWE, LPLZD [H&
PHEL LTV OT, BHHE) AES UERIZHIH P ZvE WS (UH, 1977). 22T, [#
ROF] 2 TEROX] = [FEHERE L] EFZS L LT30S, HRZIIT VT 7Ry MR S
EOHFEIFMWICA L DITTIE RO T, FAOEZ TV AHIERZEL L IZH L > T2,

TR BHREED [y MR BTHALRMIREL, MERELLEE>TwAR0nbo
D, ZOFHETRTCWBET VD 5, [HO2O00000<cH-1 &vw) ko, OO0
WZiE ThA 7 AT okETH, EFOMIGEETL, TV 77Xy FOBETH L EHOTHjH
WCAND ZENTESL, 2O [ERRERES T ANEERE] (& THRAPTEEE2TTENY 1
T&Tzes HARALmARKDOFEW | 2L BT w5 (I, 1998).

BTl EEEEEE L TR L T A HAIADS, [FEE OB CTARYISHIT LD DT EFERE LD
kX DL LAHIEOM] TH Y, THETH LTV LT T BRINEL S LakRT
W2 (. 1992), RA ¥ Md, EFEEBICBWT, HAFEOPRICHEFEZ ANTEZ S, L)
ZLTHD, Tharxy AT [HERRL] OFRIZOBRITTVSL

2 WHABAE 7 4 e v T 0 s [HPE KRS ICR - EEEH AR E R IR 2 R T LT | http/
kazuhiroikeda.com/blog  20174F 4 F 22 H fef&hE 2o
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T, HRFEEHEFIZ, EDOIIHIWCRELDZEA ) Ho A [HPEFESXE,IS YENE
Ao T eeeeee ] LR RONEDS, SHEEMOBIE» DI, o LA o-HEDLD S,
[HARENFEELT AV AAN] & [EEIFELHAAN] ObVWZo, [Ya rEAIZTDH you must
have studied &9, —4B&72-572TL X9 ? I studied about ZHFHIABR L 72 & | & v ) &5661
Tt BECR Ta—F WY B2 Ta—F - 24 v F o7 [a—FLR] SEZ-TEY, #ET
& TR U (study, fl5R) AWM FOSFETEE] LTwb, HIOFITIE. [yesterday, me 5 i3
REZ 7= H 7P TEHR—Y ¥ [ OHFIT fishing % L7z} &, nobody caught any X 7 E X | ®
L9, [HEFEE ARENIILEALZDOFTER-LANTAIRE-72] 23T, [EVVICALNEH
MALR 7 LA —VICR SN SUERROFRESE] 3w (727, 2013),

INSART I, [RROEESV] X3 FEEH VAL, AITHREMD B L 2 BRI
DVTC, [REOEAVIG - —HTiEhv] EEDNTVEOLHEBEIFALTHY, SFTSFHR
FANRELA, RORHZ 2T~ L Tn S eafifgshg,

3. BARREORGE—IVE. REEHE

HAFRICR S IS 2WHDH 5705 ARTIEET T [HKL] CENZKL, MERLLZ DM, &
D135 HARZIZOWT, BRICEANE VI BRSO RBE L &, RROAKELZHLETVILHE
Hid, FRRICHL T, LX) REZLTWDEES ) b

(1) e
NVERZADEL DENANZD

FHLEOELICOVEZREBIICEHIT 2 = v ¥4 23 5, [RIRBIBERIEIE VWS ¥4 PLOET,
BOELIHONFE LR ZDIE, 50 03%% [BRwll] LIFAZ, IWAEZ00WbY 5 [ 50 3735
ki) TH D (LA 1939). 20, MEEFRER TRV ETH o 2% HITRIRD bhiz e &,
FIREBD, VERTRTHSO Nz, B, BERHIFTEH ) PLREIRSBEIE SN2 O TEHK
FITERVWEENH Y, FHASLHo T, BILLER o720 ZLTEFOEDOTNIT, EFORKR
PRHIR (YHBEE, AEOEPICE2TENZ, 2E) BT, SV PRMERIZEALTESR
HZ IR ot

T AL LoRFIR TIRYRAE LA > T BIE L, —HOANZED0
DHBR AN L APKBDANT LD DI o TV X L RIELECHGoTWA], 2Fh
V= OGS S THZRELA] 3% 500 %I1CEoT [RBOAE ] s, 2v) b
DTH5B, FEBE WHHLDKROERY X, [EE] o ZED. BLEDOLDONL L HL, Ihp
RO L XV O EFIZ, RV o7 ENTn D,

AERSE THFRAL IR0 RS Uik, HEEA &R E W) B2 58289 O T,
EIRRERRAD TR ] E BT 2222 TRBOANVE | EIER, 20 [KRBDOANVE | D7z0D,
FROMHEE 225D 05% LN ERTH B LIE, whbi [HEE LTo®RKA] ICdERL
TWwbe 22T W] A [Yay)r] &b [AARICLSE] Lm0 bLE, [EHoL0fEarHE
(OB N THozh LSNP RTRTIENTE S, 72 ZITHREZED [RIREL~O [#5]1] T8
R COWBLOMH] 1Z, [HE (manitre=~=T— V)] WISEBR L [HRKRLAOY =21 X
L] LT, KEEOLEL, LHEOLHEL, BHLIZORBE LD, FEFTLNATVSE FEL,
1981) ¥ ¥y F—NVRF—AD [FEMEELXMHZFL L] OHFFICONT, [EHE LTOIERY K
] bbb 2ol Ths (5. 2009),

S0 (HEEzE [BR] $2 120K ECIErES5RV) 2&8GHRICOVT, HEOMNLTE
AL E, INEFBHICHLEZ L, BRI A2EZ LY, ZNEROVIGEHBETLZE
M. HOTOTHFEWVICR L, THTFIZXLOERE A, FHEELEL LAVARRAZ. 2h
LERRDLDOEHE LTHET LD HHVERTREDOL LTERT AEMNICH BHS. T
PONNTZZER, IR E R OBERBIC R WHER R, HEZROL [KRBOAVL] 1L, B0 7:
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DOREDTF|EL LT, TAHEEHEEE 2B %V,

=Bl LT, [T RT 4 v 7 HgeE | HNEERERA, [#ERE VS bold, BT 2I12H#] &
L7z0% %\ T, fEH—t, EHB#Hohc, [FHIoMRBEEmmicscid] Ly [ERmAD,
EHIIEFEIAD ORFERLTNAEA] BPELLTE-0%, BROZLLHE LA, v, [LH
WAL ] &id, — WA JREE L Z-ERERE (] A5 B EESEO, 22 38E0 &) 2 BT,
WHENDENZFH o -BEEZBELTVE, 2O Y — FIZOoWTIIN 8. [HF%EE 3553,
BEMII—MLFRBEOFIIFZETE X L] T - JH S & OFFIE [5ERM] Th b El~X
Twa Ik, 1981) ZhiF—R, —BREOVHEZALTVDE LI THEA RiFLLs, #
ROEMFRZEETHDIE, —RAEPOFFOBREKZEIDIOTIRRVDY, LRI, T
MIMER TR vIiIcE X —HoBFERE NEMAD . SHITEFECAY ] TRt 2 L [K
BOANTE] O [HNERRELA] OFF&IChb, HLOSLIHELTVWLDIEZ, ZITH b,
A R ERR L EHRLOF M L 138, HARFEDOZ LA — VL2 B2 5 HPWEIR, WEOH BT
WERR, WO IE R OGEERS O THRVHARERY I X0 ] 211, S0P %RBELI VIS, 2
ZHEEOMME, B % BRET 2. AARENROEBESCREVL DI AL RV L, LALIZ
IBHICHAFEZTT) SNABVZ EEHETLIWRIC, EERPZART YV 22 28HT 5,
EVI) BB I e ZXTHEMICHA->TELDD, HAELZ TEEES] TEHTS X921
T5HEN) 7 LF—MEDOFMTH S (HHF.1999) & L THAFER 7 L — A b L T LRI,
HTBEIR, u—wEE LW, KEICHT 2 200ETH S,
FTRCOZHENEBSHE~—7y P TEV LT ONTVS | BIE, HAED N [H 2 213
TR THFICHPAN S LI 1R 2RO LNTEY [HOHET] oL [EHOHAGE]
MWRLETHD, L) O, ETEHIRT 2mUTH L, ChFETH, AEOEZEZ 1S, —FEHOL
TR THREEZEKL TS [HFEVEB] 2, [0—<FEE)] HD. BLINERDTW2D,
HEANICE S THERFEOREDMEL o 72012, [ZIFANLNTIZVR V], 20 OPHFOBEE T
HDH (HH, 20110 [TXT] Z2EVImAmTIER L, 8] OEFPEL, o—<3EiE, 4R
el o vy e ThHhUuL ZOREITEMET HMMEIDH D Lo SV, [RE L HAGE]
2 [XiFt] ZolrsRASNTH WS (74 ¥ Fil. 2005, M. 2010) .

(2) FREEHE

BARZRNIRICONWT, ZoDZ R BRTWz, 120, VX /== AEEO—FTH L [4
> 27V v 7 Englic (English-like-language) | TH 0. [V H - 75 HWMHEIKREL ozl 3
RIS, (R BB LWALERE] 295, LW ORETHL, COHARMWIZIZ LA —
WAL L 7 Japanese English D2 %25, #VELBRSNTWEDIIX LT, #oD, WhIFEELL
72 HAGE English Japanese. 2 F D HITRR L ORE D, IEEHEN LD, E2AHAETAITHANS
ZENTES,

e [FEORERY N2 [HH] LLIHAREOREZH T TIAFE] $5. ) ZEHih L,
SO d DI, HEIZHRZ S [K] L) LFTHEL] ENTRDEZ L2V T [HIDITR
NTLEH>T, ZOBRERERLEZLZEZLE2V] A [IFEFICEBL LI L] & HRKEEL
bo Ykl a—uy Ny EEE OBfRE A S L, 72 & 21X, [anthropology (AFH%%) | @ [anthropo-]
BFY)ITEET TALl 2BKRT 525 Z0X9) % [ERFERE—HOANOBEBON] 1ZH b, Thi
LT BARFET [AHE] Ldhiud, ERICET2 52 Th, FEETH [0En7z{w] &8
HCTEL0F [ZHE) OHRATTE, FEALTRTOME (BT IS LTITZ5] 5 THbH,
ExEE NS,

FOLT, TFELEDIHICLT, HEEOFT, Hiih, HEsdsh LWwIHIFHEICKL, I—
0y S ROAKGEL, BIRHATETIZ, A FFEENE, 7223 [ 7] L) B8 H 3
PEZ#WH L T, FRAERE, FRODBOEET, LOEEBTRFA—DOSHETH Y, FEiE2H7E
ET AN, FICHENERD LI ENTESLDS, LAl THlOAKRANCITITE R, 22T
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RENBON, [NXA4TDOZ L%, BRYDKLDEEZDOF FTHREICANT, pipe LFX. L2d
INELZ () LIt —MolEnA0BE] THhY, ZITE 4 133054 T T ADIA

TR DEREIHALL B NTTALER ) WRICH L THARREIIIIhEZRsTna] &
Na (EAR, 1975), ZHUdFE 312, MERRLZET VI L7z, MERREZRLORETDH 5,

(3) JvE. FREEHfE

ETICNHEADLD D BT YT TP LT, HETH > THHML RNV 2 HO 58 LOR)
BHLHOTHIUL, MIWRLELTIE, TS OICHFENMNRES 2L T, SOIHBICR LD, £
NS SIZ [HRANOHMBEFO LNV E RO LB E | 232 WEENEID 5, Z0HEIE, AIXTH
D, LZALIAWEFIMA, AT EZIR - FOREGEE ANAL, WIFTFL, H2VIEMD A
35 LT, FTHIEEET A5 BRIEDMYR TR %S,

HFFTHEDY v —F VA MT, BRIZBILLZZRY Vv I 707 5 — Fid, EBRINZFHET,
r%%(%éwi@®ﬂlﬁ)ﬁbb®4iﬁﬁj%ﬁ&fwé[4@%%Jtm(@%ﬁ&\ﬁ
ZHhF . Bl o [3EFR] 79 A%EE () o2& T, [WhIFHARERLORKIE] L shT
Wb, ElThiz, 7V 7+ — MEU\@&?*H)‘?:\/") X 1. Kobunsha Paperbacks (Gt3rtt~—s3%—
Ny 72 R) OFEHTH D, Kibo—Hl. H:%?E 4 anonymous, accountJ L) Xy IiEFIIVE
DAL 22T, THEAERER L2 D S Qi filFks controlled economyJ LW 5 IZIEEELD)
CREDOHTHEEZ) M Tni L 5%%6@»71—%2%®0_®7W&x&4w@%i
MPRLLOEFTH Y, FBEOFHFEI VL OMEEINTWS (7074 — K, 2002, 2003)

HP ooy ) —X kL LT, #ixtt Kodansha Ruby Books 2% 1), SHIZEHFEDE AL A
CHIRZVED L) IHITH 2 LT [HARFEEZEROMEARL D IHYALT V] [bo b B RLT
BRWERZEES | LWIHIFEBL Y2 —HsEBD, FRIYFHBD LN,

EICH X FSERWTEEMEDLRD A5 [HAFEIETON V] oTHh L, BEEL L ToOME
BEHLLT[TERIE] & [T5] TOLRPLHBIHERE (&) d2TIRETRL) MRED [

FHRZCIDH D FTED D 5% Vo bk 4 REGVOMIRZE L 5. [ ¥ v /8= — X3gh [~ DRATIE,
HWHETH D, EFHIC, TLTEEZNMLTEEHICD, BRIERSINZOT, HAFHER—ZADH
BIOIRE % B0 FetkDdH 50

4. RELENBDHEAEDE

AR SITEFIIOWC I [BROSFEESRE L L2ETORNZE & NE. [ 3070 b D3RI
ThHAH, LI L7z HAFED [IERIE] 7222 v NI LTd T HARDSLJRICHE L 720 3152
ZRHE LT, [HERERLB LY OXRLEEZR-> TV L HAEOSEKE LTOMEIHD THW], &<
_\ﬂﬁ&irﬂl EOFH &) THY. [HRANOHWEFEOL NV EEDLBE % LT HA

FEef o] ElRTWz Bk, 2014),

CZTHEHLZVOIEZ, =AML NV 2 E LIFT 572010, BiLOZOOLTE2 L2k
ﬁf\&KT§%~Tékwmfﬁ%%l#rméhfwépkfééoﬁ%%?ﬁﬁ%\U—7
FHHE, TART Y NEBPESS ZVolE, ER FEBERNIC IR (ML) 25 Th b,
FRRLFRO LI RITIIN, TNENETRTHAPRLAESINT, EPFBITHR0R,

(1) REOBML B, ABRDOFES{L FEiEt

—JCH R HMAL RS R & SR RBHML 23 SRR LD, LI R 57259 H Bk
WWZ EIZ, U—<FKED [ ] BREBALW) LR, HELIDL1DE ko7 AN [
FEM AW TARYEERRZZ2OICH LT, HIZ, AHEAICHLTIE [e—<3EHAREEZEOH

® Amazon O [Z L Cilid Wik { oo 72) [FEEEHOV CIHRA] itV € — 7 v 7 2 (BEFE) i (1999/ 4 /28)
DVLY 2—, 2018F10H15HMER. 7 FLARETEL-0D4 <
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FELLTCHEDD] Ok wv, b)) EHEOBEED &Y V4 v LEFONET) FrhTnd
I ALY TN EVBI EDENLYTIN] Pon, [ETE2ROTHREZOL D] . [0
—FETHMTH VRS HAE] 2, EHERELL, ThEZITTHRL [4FTHEINZ A H
S7z) T EEEEAHECT2 L) @20 ICHEREOH L RVEZ ] LIn Uz AR, i,
2008) . ZHiE, ARFEZSEACLD 2FEICOWT, [Hilft] TEELZDIOTH %,

CHLEBHAREHTOSEIEIRRELZFLEHE ST, SHICHAAICE S TOWN L %% 5 HAE,
EWVWIHTEREZDLE, HAXIC, B—<F, TVT7 7y b (Zofboxrs) . M cfiLz
D, VERIETHIFZDT5, [BHAL] OFMbHHNHLOTIEREWVIES ) D

(ML) 2 DHEAMICEZ L L, HEOFHELRELDOTIEI R, TNENGHEEL THERB 22T
D, LEEFRRTH D, BELIMOMIEMNIR, K1) 7oy MilEr L, R—=Y%25E LT, %
RIZRMEOR=YVTHIEEEL2ERN L DL, TNOICHBET IO MEEDHSHTFAFE W) BT,
EXEFRTRET ZMMEIRD SN, FELH L, LI ETHD, T2, BERIEXTOFE
R, ATBOFRATT B85 7Ly &, EHNLELET, LEHEHELOIY MADPHEA TS (.
2013)0 ZHIEWEEMETIZAR L, TTICHETDH 5,

EHIT, TIHEEOFINE LT, RESOFFELHET, —~L—CHLoHFERDIWZ TE-0ICKMT
{o 1HIE LT, MRS - EBRAAMEERLDOF—LR=TiZ, by 7= (HOME) ®HIH
BOEDLIICH->TEBY, ARFELIEEEZ, AFIC-ETE LS 29 Lz~ uoFEX0 £
Vo ME, RELRBOBEI LW ETH S,

ZHHDFR—AR— T TIIFBERFEREE - ASESFHERIZER - ERH AR SR 0z
A FaT s, BEMNS ARERZ EOBRREELZ L TBE) £3,

Find information about the Master's and Doctoral Program in International and Advanced Japanese
Studies in the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Tsukuba.

(2) BAXD4DD %217

HOWBLEEIHRINLIDOTHLILEFIRE LT, BRLLT S AW, RN ELSHE
HFIZBF B HAFEOR - ERXODH Y HEREEL L), 2T [EKL] 2HEF288050, ¥
MALL72EFMEZ HIEL TWAD T, JFikmb, ToMo I T IEommidERysI L 2o
B<o

FRLIT D W[ Hifl simple ] & [ #i4F complex | # R L 72D A & HICHEZZEBICANT.[H
B clear] & MG obscure] 2L TH LI COKLEHNED2ODNRTA—F 2 REIEL L,
DEDL)LHAEFED 474 THMBIL, ZNENOWMEDOLBMED, DY RT kb,
BRI OWTIE, B X ) 20BN Rl E RS T XA H b, V¥ a— VR [
WR] L) ¥ —2%HRDLZNC, D HEFIRERGTIIRVO»? | EENEEZ 72, [F
] WEEN T CEEE] FERNAERICT ERVE T 5.V ¥ a— Vsl L7z Sk
FNUBORTFE R TIIEH L, EWHRPUW - #HE F THRBRL LTS Lahsh, [EF
b WFWHRE LTH LLAMESIT ORI I ELTWE | OTHS (FIL1978), #EFIZTZH LT,
SPORBREI SBREWIZ. BENLIELTWEDEDN, INE4 54 TORTEZL L, #Y)
BT ERRES LT, KiLlddHHE [HE] L7225 BRNELLTRIDL2IRTLh, &

x—1 HBAZED4247T

F< AL notation . .
W% content Hfl simple #HE complex
BHP clear (A) Bt - Bp (B) B4k - BDL
M obscure (C) Hift - Mg (D) M - W%

 http://japan.tsukuba.acjp/ 20184F 6 H 30 H F#&HE R

81



FLBRFRAE B NSO SR A0 e8I B AHFZE] F11% (201947)

Lo [P 2% %, fIBLHRERIEIN TS D, JEFEEZBBIVICRE 2 FIIEREZE LD —X— e
DOELHFABETH Y, ThoiddTT B) Mickhsb,

[Hty MRHR] Lid, PESUbE I ANDES, EHNC [BROBHM L2 LD 2l L2 &), B
FLFOHEEHVZL2BLTBY, BROKOPROBHEY LEKHL T, ALY M)
RLBRIEE - RIBIOBER] T [EERFHELICC WSS 25 [y PIRIIHRV] EEHRSh
% X 91T, FRHICODWTIE, FHEOD v Ew ) BT [HHM] {LTh ). BHRIFEICO VT, [
LZEI &) L) BT [HE%] b, 2% 0 (C) MThHhs (L. 1998),

ERHATZO—20RAE LT THARFEC I 2% THAETEET L] L) —Hofnd
HbHo HWBTLHDOIE, F—7— P, WEFOMATIEIZ WV, TV IFNVOHAFETHS, EWnH I
EER, FO THRFE] 12X, W22 LXVDH 5,

BEARDOEZEOBLTH Ho 722 ORED, BRI > TH OO THRESNZDOWE, AR
W [HAFE LT AOMME] (19290, 19358058) BT THY, [HAFEL b - TEKRT LS
HX, AheTE] LI HTO—HFid, LIELEBIHSNS, AEIE. OAETE Nz 303
R [HELE] PE2ZOI LT, [FMER] 3ZLwa e, BED [BEENS] 12X - TER
S, ERICR ST THARGEL L 2B LW A G DI X o T 9—u v NOFEMOIEH %
ZOFEFZIANEL - FHLOHAEEEO M L2 720, [#MFEE HEERPOLEEE OMIC
BHIZHAHEY | BHEZ L, R EPWHITFON, BET. [HBLVIHIZLITEIVIZLETHE ]
BHXEDHST, KASHEOERENEL LG LONTWE (k. 1962, . 2015),

o9 b, [HHEE] #MmWT 5L, THEOARFEL —IER—ZIZ LT, WiEREMEEZ TE L2
DL RWT] &) TS %, B o THE] OHAFL V) BRTH D, K31 [HHM]
S WA TR S2HIET. (A) 8% s (B, 1985).

[AARETE®T L] o [KHNEETHE¥TL] L2bl, F—T— KNS EICRL T,
2012, 2015), Z DM EMIICHE LD B &, FRIIHERI VAT O, M2 b, Fitid [H
il b ad, FEHFENLEEC BE RN VERNAEIE Y ATN, ey 2 2o nCHRGEE
FUEH% Aty MIR] 2R2Z & 1X% 5, BULAIZIE, 222 o ThOADIZL WIRTH D, (C)
W27 5,

(B 2o THPE] %22 (A) BMOHAEZ, o0 [0—<EEI R [AFEINAL] 12Eo
THEEN ELLOREBIUELT0EAR, BN e LTI TH 5, THLLE D H7-FIER
BXIZE 5Ty ERIIHAFEDOMAIIL 2o TWENSTHS, LI L, MlIGHEEZEEEZ) AT,
WIAERICRIFT§ 2 2 LIZWTRET. Hgh e LTt BEFRIEEBEIETIEAR L, TEREFEL LT Z
&L BHTAIEY LEFICEERZ DI EDEZ LN TV, SHEAMTOAERGEZ, 205170
W2 57259 [FEAEMEANEHBEREDII 2= —Y a3y ] ZHBICTA200 [R&
LWHAGE] oREL, 2o AMOMBMLRATHS (B, 2010),

TiE, Fo7z D) ¥ A TIE, EDXIBARELEA) D ZRETHHLLBITE 2L, L
DELOF) RRAO~=T Y L] BEW, B2, E2CHEYZBZHET & [HRE]
ZHEWZFEE LT, 2820 2T L T»AREIER 2 &5, £ L Tid T8k 1t W
ZIZCBLTH MR LZERLTBY,. CORBTH D,

Wi, HR 7 ABER ([ V5 —F 2 2AF2T7 V5 4] WHEFZ A MERE) 2wk
BI/B] L2022 T, 2O [EFEFELRT AN BORBNHoTwbLI e, [FALTZ A
FOENHEPELN: [f 5 =T 27 A THDHZ 0D, T S5I0EDT, [f V¥ —A
a7 L) BEEEEL. THERER LR BHEE TESL] MREit] & 5953
DF [AaT7)rr7] L, ZheB [A94 - 7I7E2BILTWAE], ZOEKEGE (405 —
237 ] THb. KO [HEJ ZZ0Li% 45 —2a7] THH. HRIE TAKR] THEH (I
B, 2009) B[4 ¥y —2a7] LWH@EFERTHRLTVWLD1F, EFH, O LTELD [H5E]
AETH Y, RNEIICDH THES] LOREA W EIZE R BV HARPHBA, T —0 v/ GEIZonT,
ZFNSHHMENICE 2 % BAS prestige REXME mirage )& FE- 72 X 912, AL LML L - H
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AR SHEEEE REE L 3 2 HERE I, BN 2RIk E B E 5.

2L MLOWARERERICEA) LT L, LT AZ L LR M—ETHL, L2dZ
N, FHORDRLWEIFZT TR, BGHEOEBINICLELEIADPKEN, HEAFEZF—T—FIZL
7B RABYREIL, [H2F 0, 50D, v, A FE] v [UOOREEEEZLV LIKE]
oL RNEEHE TS, [WHINh Ty Tu—H50IEFv—1] Z2/EKL. [5A5F0n] I
& praxis, [ 5 9 1213 miméis, [ ¥ v JI213 harmonia, rhythmos & ¥V ¥ 7k &3 24, FO I,
RFLZEIF (FRY, 0w, BEXS, LEE, 28) 2, [HEOSFHEEMRICAIL T BlE L.
ENEZ L OEFERZFNZENITHIE T A2 XY Y TEEICHEE ST TV A, 85I 055 F W .50 v,
FROF] & [ERL, 7D, 97, LLEL [BJT (e -9DLA), 920 (kEBW),
DUE, Hbwv - sh] WEMEIN TS (BER. 1997), £ Sikx Rl L2, FAOZ L Vg
HTETRTEPHRIIIIFETE LWL DR EH k] LI HRIZZ T 2w, 2hd' (B)
BThoo (D) BTHLEH,IE, —RWIIIRES T, HEFLRATFOMAGDEIKET S,

ADODF A TOHERFENOGEZEZLE, [DhYRTLTE] &) HEZ, SAEAMITE, HARA
MUHIS, BT BUERHDL e, FEHVICR-TL b, ObW% (IFHF) LRET—TFLD
HAGEZ AT 5. L) HIANZ A EAIFICBEZ IR 3 4 T HAM I L- TR =TF5]{tTH 5 ((A)
B il veR, EEEHEL, KSR L Z2HEORAT LA L, RLEBHIITHI LITLD,
L LABRI LR < % A7 Am Lo Fo HAR AT o [#E4E] 1L-THR] kT 5 ((B)
), HAGEBFREEICE > TO, HEWGMERKLVBERTEIAIE, LVHRT. TOBREOD
KN 57259, EBE6b, —HIZHEAGEHOHARTEL VI FIRT, M IZZHOFHEICERL
I LTHHARFEFEL V) BEKT, BIFRICHEHANTH 5,

ZVF—=IVIFENFERDICLA L H1IC, ST RT, BT 58ESHEMRE >30T, K
HWIZ BEETE] Thd, TOFHOLKRRHERE, —FNIZ THMILL LD & T501d Rk
WAL T 5, BN LY DV T b, U—FTRRNFTET A OB, T2 AL R
BETHDLZART Y FOEARL TS L O @R [HH] Ab~OEME, [HED» S~k ]
EERBENDFEHMERNY R A Y T4 —ThY, HEIHLEHRS, HHEX, £l 2EHE. £
FMEEBE) L) ERTHBL, L2 THESCEHBLTWS (7—F, 2002),

R L 01, ZREIA, B, S TERILEI LWL, BHEL LI GoTwobE
X, FEEMICH, BMETIE R BHAEPEZ LWL, G0ETAZEI LoTwb, bhvbh
WHELEDIZ, TOREOEMS, LEMZ. AN - EHMIIHEHT 2L TH 5,

FDEHBRLE - SHAEFRLREROF T, H—bERET 2 EBIERIRIIHEZHRNT, £<
DOFKFL - TR MR B COHM - MFke (O B, UKL -85 - Wik (D) B
HEOT, BHET ALV TE L, HEFEO—DOTHMTH 5 KASEIZ, —DO DUk G K - i
LT, FERETIE R, EEERE LT, B2 ENTE S,

(3) KMEENI v > ADRTE

ML L. B L L 72 OARGEI, FISGRR XA HEET 22—, KAISHELBRET LI LN TE LD
R LENE, EEERHAL O L) %, EANRERLE LTTIE R, FHEPEMR TSR L L FE
FBEMPREFEF L LI, BV ERTOHBL LTRETLI LR 51259, HROLER
BLRVOIE, HEOLWALTTH D, RRTIE, EFEZOMERT LR T, %51
7 LA—=At, 2F ) HARMICHEHMLL, —MOXHFEOKLRCHERIL, EHREORELRELCLE
1b. #MEALd 5 Z & T, WS prestige BXEm T 0. AT 2T L1k 5,

PERA—1Z, BMOPRFERHIEGEE OB, S, AREBELEFELOHWZIT, 2ED L I RFAT
BG 245 %, BIWRIMBERZE L TH 5 [RFRL] ZBRADFTA TD &9 120 [ ERANHE S |55,
MR SC o [PRERWFE] L7522 & [ RPERIEIZIIVS 2] O, EFRITB VLT, BfKE
FEICHEMT S (7 sy XYVYEE] & THRDP D R3] H5 HEFED [XF 717 Beowulf] 2%
[EDLDOTHELV] OLEMKTHL, Ihbid, [FERICBIT2IEEOME] TH Y. BURHARFED
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HAREFED, [FEROPICH T S— v POIRELZEL] 720, WL OBAZYITREVDTH 5,
W HAFER G RFEOREME LT, BEHER, SIREFEIREZ RS> THZ 5, LWOHRNHE, 2
AV Mgy 5] 13, RO AAREREETR T o2 kb T, HINIE%H L o TWh, [
OPIRER ST, ZIHOHEATEL] Whob 5L, WKL [EEXHLEE] LIFAT
Wb, SEONERRKBICHIEL TVWE0H, KMSEICIZ2MHTHY, HRFEOEL INS,
[EREE] oA LI KL FIRICE o TR Z#ERNT 5, LR Twbsoid, —8
AN K ) AN FERIET %0 FERYFHEIIRWNRTH D N T4 M=V 0% CHOLH,
L LN TW5E, [B8] 228203, XEOL Yy LUy ATHEHHIETTITL W, HAGEIC
DVNTWRIE, KFMSEONICER ZYTIEI WV, EWIHIVETHY, R FoLFAETH S
(LB, 1974) 6

MW % HET 2 DI, BN LS TH L, [F] [H] Loz, b9 EFHEPMFE2L XI5
PRVIEIEL LS FRINOBEENAL &, HHRNLMHROBX I EDNL, [REK] 2L TT
5, WZD D DITHEFENA S DIIVEIRTY, 72L 212 ED L9512, FHFICIIEROEGEEE >
O, MHIEKIMBHEZT TRINDLLDONFEFLEALTH S (RHEEE]. 1944)

FEEMR i D2 5k A7 9 1 5 SApE R R
SFEIEIC TToRAD HiEdbhE —oOWIZE DIALTDORD

FMADITY A v b (T.S Eliot) . [ A4 Db RVIENOR S Bl 2 K308, Ao Z=l =
UEFEDOFHICE D b, BEFEOFICH L] LEoTwaEBY () 4y b, 1971, BEEOFFHICX
o TRk D ] OISy 52 &3, REW - BRMZ EERE] 2250 THY,
HAGEREICE o T RIS EOMKIE, ZD/0DRBELRFEYVWE %5,

5. ##F X bOE X XM{E——Z S EHED. HEEIR

b (M L] ZOTHY, BEIOEAGVICLAEY> T, HEIPZEZTICLZR), BV
AACD B D, BilED. IV T UYMNBINTHIUEL, RS TE L, FOMBLSHE - LEF
HL, EEBLEIILETAN, HENIIHTL23DTH %,

(1) ZEFEMELNDIX b

WEEPHHEVHAREDO L) L FFHEEICBWT, BEEENFEZUVHETI L) L whhvold,
FEBHE A L Vo TH v, 728 ZAF20054E (258 SN2 EIB H ARZEA, 104ELL B2 o THIEHY & A
FTOWRVWRAKOEKIZ, BEET [2E0=mzEl] 25295, Z2o00 [H4 - HiRGofH

BEREFELTRIEVIREILH S LBDNES HEERL—MOBERIIEFH /N4 U HIVTDH,
FNERMETHROL ) REENORNFITIE, SEOBEICI>TT7 7 ARSI, fHREL
THREPIENL VD TH 5,

FTTICHRE (+HEFE. REFERED) . b L0LEFEHE0 LT, HEATEOD S
CHTR2TONE, HEICBW T, ZOLFEHEOH 1% IR T HED 2 AN, FH
R &4 L3 oMl 7% multilingual (£ E7E%59). multiliterate (ZEiEriAaEET5) &7
LlODEBEERSTWD, FRBDPPLEV)TFTAYy M, ZHTHLHEVH A1) v b ERTS
Thb, TOAXMI, BIE, FUOOHOOIXNTHY), FHDOHEIL (common learning) »
OO b, ELIZMBPREOERE GEFE) OBBOLDDA Y7 0T A MR S v,

AARANDRFEZEHT2200TRE LT, [HEROERR LA IEECHMIRT S22 8] WAL

SRR (MERE) BABBIE LT M D ARG RINOEARICIIMFEEROLZWL RE | 22055 ([E
FFIH ] BB THEHKD) o
S http://www.ajs.net/about_iajs.html 20184 6 H16 H #E72,
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Abstract

Up until recently, Japan has been widely regarded as a mono-cultural/mono-racial country, populated
by a single ethnic group (fan'itsu minzoku). Minority groups were made invisible in public discourse until
as recently as the 1990s, where discourses about multiculturalism (fabunka kyasei) started to surface (Willis
and Murphy-Shigematsu, 2008).

Yet, in 2013, the biracial announcer Takigawa Christel was chosen as an ambassador for the 2020
Tokyo Olympics. The speech she delivered in front of the IOC (International Olympic Committee) was
widely reported on Japanese media, becoming one of the most popular news items of the year and
spawning the buzzword omotenashi.

Throughout this paper I will analyze the politics behind Takigawa's apparition in front of the IOC. By
analyzing her speech, I will argue that her Zafu body served as the perfect vessel for an ideological stance
that Japanese institutions have been trying to propagate domestically and abroad. Through the intersection
of familiar discourses such as “Cool Japan,” multiculturalism and nihonjinron-style cultural nationalism,
the announcer’s speech recreates a (self)-orientalistic (Iwabuchi, 1994) image meant to captivate the hearts
of the global public. Japan as embodied by the biracial body of Takigawa Christel is a nation whose
driving force is a tension between the “old” and the “new’, the “oriental traditions” and “newfangled
modernity”. It is a nation of hybridity, much like the speaker herself. It is my intention to show the ways in
which the announcer became the vessel for a new type of nationalism, one that is incredibly well matched
with the desire for consumption of national images in an incredibly globalized world.

Keywords: Hafu, Mixed-race, Nationalism, 2020 Tokyo Olympics, Orientalism

In the days between the 6™ and the 10™ of September, 2013, representatives from Japan, Spain and Turkey
assembled in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for the 125" session of the International Olympics Committee (hereafter
I0C). The three states were competing to host the 2020 Summer Olympics.

Among the Japanese representatives figured a well-known media figure: former Fuji Television Announcer
Takigawa Christel, who was invited to participate as “Cool Tokyo" Ambassador. Viewers from Japan had the
chance to see the newscaster, born from a French father and a Japanese mother, deliver her speech in perfect

! This manuscript uses last name-first name order for Japanese names.
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French.

Takigawa's presentation received considerable media exposure, and it popularized the buzzword
omotenashi (hospitality), which won the Buzzword award of that year (Huffington Post Japan, 2013). Not only
that: the speech is also widely credited by prominent businessmen such as Sony former president Chiibachi
Ryji for helping Japan win the bid for hosting the 2020 Olympics (Nikkei Business Online, 2017; Sankei Biz,
2013).

Since she has no relation with either sports or politics, one might have found it surprising to see her on the
stage. I will argue that the announcer’s 4@fu body was used as a powerful ideological tool in the race for the
Olympics — one that was arguably more powerful domestically than internationally.

Nationalism, Globalization and the hybrid body

Questions of inter/nationalism have been a staple feature of Japan's post-war political discourses. In this
section I will briefly summarize how nationalism (and inter-nationalism) have intersected with and participated
in the construction of discourses about ethnic-racial hybridity.

Following the loss of the overseas territories in China, Korea and Taiwan, redefining the nation’s
boundaries was considered a major task during the period that succeeded the Second World War. It was once
again necessary to find a convincing answer to the question “what is Japan”, and this was logically followed by
an intellectual quest to define the qualities of the Japanese people.

It is in this period that the fopoi of Japanese insularity and Japanese mono-ethnicity started to emerge.
Crafted as an antidote to the “multiethnic” (fa-minzoku) expansionism of the Japanese empire, the discourse of
Japan as an ethnically homogeneous (tan itsu minzoku) nation began to take hold on society (Kawai, 2015).

Postwar Japan wasn't, of course, an ethnically homogenous society. Many internal boundaries existed (and
still do), ranging from the Ainu minorities in the northern regions of Hokkaido to the marginalized burakumin,
and the communities of zaiichi Koreans that decided to remain in the country well after 1945. Nevertheless, the
ethnic-racial homogeneity of its inhabitants was a powerful rhetorical device during the postwar reconstruction
of the national image®.

It is no wonder that in the first 20 years following the war, “mixed race”® was perceived as a pressing social
issue. Up until the sixties mixophobia (Taguieff, 2001) characterized the discourses surrounding inter-racial
mixing. The picture painted in the media was that of children born out of illicit relationships with men in the
US army, if not from violence (Horiguchi and Imoto, 2014). Thus, the images of konketsuji (literally “mixed-
blood” children) were intertwined to that of defeat in the war and of subjugation, through Japanese women's
bodies, from an external enemy. “Mixed race” as a social problem was debated through questions such as the
position of these children in Japanese society, as well as the (im)possibility of integration (Horiguchi and Imoto,
2014; Shimoji, 2018) .

The first major shift in the perception of mixed race happened in the 1970s, with the transition from what
Ifekwunigwe (2004) defines as an “Age of Pathology” to something more akin to an “Age of Celebration”. It
was during this period that the more positive sounding English loanword Aéafu started to replace konketsuji.

Originating in media discourses, the term initially referred to individuals of white origin, most often
women (Iwabuchi, 2014: 11-12), who were associated with characteristics such as beauty and desirableness®.

For an overview to the individual contestations to national discourse of homogeneity, cfr. Murphy-Shigematsu 2000.
The question of how to refer to racial hybridity is a hotly debated one. I will here follow Ifekwunigwe (2004) and use
the hyphenated term “mixed race” as an umbrella term that refers to individuals born from parents belonging to
different racial groups.

These discourses are not completely new: “mixed-race” marriages with white women to better the Japanese race
were advocated as a minority opinion in the pre-war eugenics debate. (See also Robertson 2002).

90



Elisa Ivana PELLICANO, Representing Japanese Hospitality: Takigawa Christel's Speech for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics

Hafu is nowadays the most common way to refer to “mixed race”®

, and is increasingly used to refer to people
who, racial background notwithstanding, have a foreign parent. However, the cultural history of the term is still
very much alive. With a few notable exceptions, media representation is still skewed towards people who have
white origin®, and as the controversies surrounding Miss Universe Japan 2015 Miyamoto Ariana demonstrated,
“mixed-race” people with black ancestry at times prove much more difficult to accept.

Throughout the last decade the kafu body has acquired further significance as a symbol of an increasingly
globalized country. “Mixed race” citizens of Japan are often represented as a bridge to the “outside world’, a
precious asset to have in an age in which global interconnectivity has taken the spotlight. Paradoxically enough,
this fascination with the “mixed race” body is not at all unrelated to the often self-orientalistic (Iwabuchi,
1994) insistence on particularism that characterizes most Japanese discourses on the nation. The insistence
on a Japanese cultural hybridity that mixes modernity and tradition, of which some %afu bodies become a
complex symbol, is, as Friedman (1997) theorized, almost completely dependent on the widespread perception
of essentialistic boundaries between the self and the other. White heritage becomes a symbol of modern “other”
which is non-problematically fused with the Japanese “traditional” self.

Tokyo 2020 Ambassador Takigawa Christel, can be considered a suture point between the discourses of
“mixed race’, nationalism and globalization. Her elite biracial body was the perfect symbol for an emerging
national rhetoric that oscillates between particularism and universalism, that has also been instrumental in the
ideological imagining of the upcoming Olympic tournament.

Becoming the Metropolis of Harmony: Tokyo 2020

In 2020, Tokyo will host the Olympics for the second time since 1964, becoming the first Asian city to
do so. The bid for hosting the sports mega-event in 2020 was not the first: in 2009, Japan raced for hosting
the 2016 Olympics. The candidacy was strongly wanted by the then mayor of Tokyo Ishihara Shintaro, who
saw the event as a catalyst for tackling “the ‘adaptation to an aging and welfare society’, ‘consideration for
environmental problems’ and ‘sustainable city development’ ~ (Shimizu, 2014). Japan eventually lost to Brazil,
but Ishihara came back to charge just two years after the proposal failed.

On June 11, 2011, just a few months after the disastrous Great Tohoku Earthquake, Ishihara announced
that Tokyo would make its bid to host the Olympics once again. On that same day, the diet passed a proposal to
change the Fundamental Law on Sport: the new act emphasized a national responsibility of sport promotion.
As worded by Kono Ichird, the director of the Japan Sport Council until September 2015, athletic disciplines
were considered “an important strategic tool to show the existence of a nation” (Shimizu, 2014). Thus, the bid
for the 2020 Olympics would have full governmental support, as it was now clear that it could have been used
as a strategic tool to present a positive image of the country to the rest of the world (Roche, 2000).

It has been argued that mega-events such as the Olympics have an explicit political nature. Studying the
development of mega-events in the 1800s and early 1900s, Roche argued that due to their “inter-national”
nature they:

“helped to create a fragile space, something of an ‘international public culture’, in which ‘official’
versions of collective identities, particularly but not exclusively national identities, were asserted and recognised
in an[---] international ‘world of nations’ " (Roche, 2000: 22).

The historical situation has been deeply changed since the 1800s, and nationalism now co-exists with
globalization in a relationship that is at times complicit, whilst at other times conflictual. Nevertheless, the

> The term has also been the object of criticism: some members of the mixed-race community claim that since the
original English word “half” implies incompleteness, the use of the word is discriminatory. Nonetheless, it still
remains the most widely-used term to refer to mixed-race on the national level.

% This is especially true of fashion and those sectors in the media that focus on beauty practices.
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Olympics have remained a site for the display of “inter-nationalism” it is in this light that seemingly “apolitical”
mega-events such as the 1964 Tokyo Olympics have been recently re-analyzed. In his 2011 essay, Tagsold
described how the event offered the opportunity to recuperate the war-tainted nationalistic symbols of the
emperor and the national flag in a benign, peaceful light, thus contributing greatly to the reconstruction of
a nationalistic sentiment (Tagsold, 2011). Similarly, the 2020 Olympic games are animated by a deeply self-
conscious Japanese “brand nationalism” (Iwabuchi, 2007), this time centered on discourses of “western-eastern”
hybridity.

The desire to show the “inter-national” aesthetic of the “Japanese national character” in the best possible
way was evident in the discourse centered around the word omotenashi, that has been translated in the IOC
speech as “hospitality”. The word omotenashi, popularly associated with Takigawa as it was one of the key
points in her speech, has a distinctly nationalistic feel to it. It is implied to be a distinctive trait of a Japanese
culture that is essentially different from its “western” counterpart. Omotenashi has been defined in the Japanese
business world as the mindset that people in the service industry employ towards their clients — one that implies
emotional tuning with the customer in order to make him or her feel at ease. Nagao and Umemuro (2012) imply
in their definition a clear distinction between the strictly materially oriented “western” concept of hospitality
and the feeling-oriented omotenashi, whose origins they trace back to tea ceremony, 7yokan and geisha districts.
The announcer's take on hospitality, presupposes a Japanese actor and a foreign receiver, taking the mirror
games of self and other to the international level, making explicit the connection between the intersecting local
and the global dimensions of nationalism.

Roche also recognizes a globalist aspect of mega-events which appeal to the global, touristic consumer
in three distinctive ways: the “specificity of when they occur, [*--] the specificity of what uniquely dramatic
and memorable activities and experiences occur when people attend them in person, and [--] the specificity of
where they occur, namely the city that staged and ‘hosted’ them” (Roche, 2000: 26-27). Indeed, the potential
global appeal is very highlighted in discourses surrounding the 2020 Olympics: the public is being presented
with many innovations which are being developed in order to better accommodate the prospective tourists,
such as foreign-language speaking robots (Nihon Keizai Shinbun, 2017), free wi-fi services (Nihon Keizai
Shinbun, 2017) and so on. The citizens are also being invited to take part in the “internationalization” process
of the Prefectureof Tokyo through volunteer activities such as translator or guide services (Tokyo Volunteer
Navigator, n.d.).

What is surprising about the 2020 Olympic discourse is that the international discussion about it was
radically different from the discussion nationally, as it was mostly focused on environmental problems
and possibilities. Whereas it is not rare in Japan to hear that Takigawa's internationalist contribution was
significant in winning the race to the Olympics (Uotani, 2017), overseas commentary was more focused on prime
minister Abe Shinzo's speech about the Fukushima Nuclear Disaster and the narrative of a “safe capital city”
which would not be affected in the slightest (BBC Sport, 2013; Longman, Fackler, 2013).

The national narrative surrounding the Olympic Games is consistent with Roche’s interpretation that
mega-events “project the image and status of the local power elite which produced the event for the city’s
public” (Roche, 2000: 10). In a time in which Japan's elite is rushing to globalize, it is perfectly understandable
that they would insist on the multiculturalism-globalism-internationalization triad, making the words “Unity in
Diversity” one of the ideological pillars of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics (The Tokyo Organizing Committee of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, n.d.).

Takigawa Christel between “East” and “West”
According to Eriksen, globalization as a modern phenomenon exists in the acceleration of multiple pre-
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existing processes (Eriksen 2014), among which figure communication processes, economic flows and the
movement of people. This last process is of particular interest to this article, as it could be considered the main
factor behind two very important concepts that form its theoretical background, namely what Eriksen dubs
“mixing” and “identity politics”.

Mixing has been one of the theoretical keywords of the last 30 years, gaining the spotlight in disciplines
such as postcolonial studies and anthropology. Eriksen understands mixing as a complex phenomenon that
can take multiple different forms whilst being able to elude strong identities and fixed boundaries. It is not a
necessarily new phenomenon, as it could be said that the cultures that are being mixed now are, to a bigger or
lesser degree, the products of prior cultural mixing (which might have taken place at a slower pace). However,
it is undeniable that we are assisting an acceleration of these processes, which is in turn generating the
reaction that Eriksen refers to as identity politics. Identity politics seek to fix identities and re-establish often
nationalistic boundaries, whose erasure are perceived by the members of the group as a threat (Eriksen 2014:
158-160).

Japan might be seen as a case in point for Eriksen's argument that “globalization does not create global
people” (Eriksen 2014: 154). As Iwabuchi (1994) has pointed out in one of his earlier articles, the increase of
international exchanges mostly had the effect of reinforcing the images of a particularistic national identity
constructed through dialectical relations with the “Western” and the Asian other. Iwabuchi’'s main argument
consists in the fact that Japan's self-image is not, as one might think, a tool in the battle against Western cultural
imperialism. It is in fact complicit with western ideologies of domination (thus the term “self-orientalism’) and
it has been employed as a strategy to suppress the country’s minorities as well as to ideologically ground the
country's culturally imperialistic expansionist tactics in Asia. In other words, Japan's complicit self-orientalism
is often utilized as an ideological tool, especially in those arenas in which the warfare tools of soft power take
center stage.

Discourses of Japanese self-orientalist cultural nationalism, often based on the presupposition of
uniqueness, have been significantly challenged by the narratives of internal diversity and multiculturalism
which have emerged in the last 30 years. Furthermore, figures such as the kikoku shijo and hafu have made
visible the presence of individuals who cannot easily be labeled as either Japanese or “foreign”. However, some
of these identities have been subsumed into a newly emerging national ideology, who found in them a powerful
tool to reimagine the nation as a hybrid between “western” modernity and “Japanese” tradition. Paradoxically,
this ideological construction is reminiscent of the two orientalist gazes of traditionalism (here understood as the
condition of being “stuck” in a pre-modern past) and the often dehumanizing hyper-futurism (Wagenaar 2016).
In this, we can see a continuity with the mirror-games of self-image construction that Iwabuchi refers to.

This newly emerging discourse surrounding the nation is embodied in the selection of the hafu newscaster
Takigawa Christel as Olympic ambassador — an ambassador to the nation in an extremely inter-national
context. Takigawa stands out among the 10 Olympic ambassadors as the only one who has no direct relations to
the sports event. There is an undeniably globalist reasoning behind her selection, that would arguably be based
on her status as an individual who is “global” in virtue of her “mixed-race”. Her proficiency in French is further
proof of this “international” status.

Takigawa Christel became famous as a female newscaster for Fuji Television, where she worked until 2013
(Suzuki, 2013)". Viewers of Japanese television might also be familiar with her presence in commercials. Her
line of work blurs the boundaries between journalist and that of the celebrity; she could be considered as a
tarento (TV personality) that is endowed with a high cultural capital. Thus, their image, consumable in various
merchandising such as yearly released calendars, puts together physical beauty with the added element of
intelligence and social status.

" Takigawa is now an independent newscaster and animal-rights activist.
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Takigawa nowadays is perhaps more famous for her persona than her work as a broadcaste. Her image,
which is built around her Aafu identity, her high education® and prestigious line of work, are tied to her
multicultural background. Japanese individuals with white mixed-race backgrounds became increasingly well
represented in the media since the 1970s. The word hafu started being associated with characteristics such as
beauty and cosmopolitanism (Iwabuchi, 2014). Contemporary discourses about Aafu are heavily influenced by
discourses about globalization; Iwabuchi ironically remarks on how they are perceived “global not only in their
looks but also in their way of thought” (Iwabuchi, 2014: 12).

Especially relevant to the construction of her persona is her father’'s country of birth, France, often
idealized and imbued with a high symbolic capital (Wyatt, 2017) and thus occupying a very special place in the
network of shared meanings of the Japanese’. These elite connotations have landed her roles in commercials for
high-end products such as Ebisu Beer and Shiseido make-up products, and at the same time her appearance in
such advertisements are further reinforcing her image of prestige.

Takigawa's multiculturalism plays its role into positioning her among the cultured, highly sophisticated
upper-middle class, she is a perfect example of the ideal global jinzai (global human resource)'. Physically,
with her black hair and very light-coloured skin, she is the ideal proxy for an elite class who is nationalistically
looking outwards, who aspires to be modern (and thus “westernized’) while retaining some kind of “traditional
Japaneseness”.

This perfectly balanced mixture between “Japanese” and foreign that allows her to be chosen as the proxy
for a “new Japaneseness  is only possible because the physical characteristics inherited from the white side
of her family are tame enough to allow her to exist in the middle ground of a spectrum that goes from “jun-
nihonjin” to foreigner. As Iwabuchi pointed out (2014), advancement in plastic surgery and make-up techniques
has made it possible for non-mixed Japanese to obtain the semblance of a facial structure that is racially
ambiguous. It is hard to imagine an ambassador with no relation to sports and whose foreign looks were more
visible than Takigawa taking center stage to culturally represent Japan as she did". Her white heritage, upper
socio-economical status and gender made her the perfect candidate.

Because of her inherently “global” hafu status and her linguistic proficiency, Takigawa is perceived as
a “bridge” between the all-Japanese panel speakers and the international audience of the IOC. She assumes
the role of the “internationally-oriented national economic power elite” that serves to “internationalize” the
nationalistic endeavor of bidding to host the 2020 Olympics (Roche, 2000); her elite status granted in virtue of
both her profession and her biracialism. These tensions between national and international clearly emerge from
her ambassador speech, that I will analyze in the following section.

¢ Takigawa has a bachelor’s degree in French literature from Aoyama Gakuin University.

® For the self-orientalistic construction of the European “West” see MIYAKE, Toshio, Occidentalismi, Venezia,
Cafoscarina, 2010, pp.103-107 (in Italian).

Chapple translates as following the definition of the term given by the MEXT and the METT:

“people who, in today's competitive and cooperative world, can—uwhile maintaining their sense of Japanese identity
—possess a broad worldview based on both general and specialized education, have communicative and cooperative
abilities to build relationships which go beyond values, cultures and different languages, and that have the ability to
create new values and the desire to contribute to society now and in future generations” (Chapple, 2014. Cursive in
original.)

As it can be inferred from the institutional definition, global jinzai are expected to be the agent of globalization in
Japanese companies.

A comparison with the media coverage that former Miss Universe Japan Ariana Miyamoto got two years later
might be useful to illustrate this point. Her selection prompted an immediate reaction from the ultra-conservative
population of the 2chan boards, widely considered to be the underbelly of Japan. Although the extreme stance
taken by these netizens is definitely a minority opinion, the reportages of her victory mostly focused on racial
discrimination. One could see a faint continuity between the framing of (especially black) konketsuji as social
problem and Miyamoto's media presence.
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Takigawa Christel’s speech: the “magic word” omotenashi

Takigawa's presentation in front of the IOC was conducted in French and lasted approximately five
minutes long. She was preceded by former Tokyo governor Inose Naoki, who introduced her as “the one who
would communicate to the audience how will Tokyo welcome people from all the world” (Huffington Post Japan,
2013). The announcer began her speech in the following way:

Tokyo will welcome you uniquely. In Japanese, we can express [the way in which Tokyo will welcome you] as
omotenashi (Huffington Post Japan, 2013).

Since the beginning of her speech, Tokyo, in virtue of being the capital city of Japan, is positioned as
“unique”. This references the cultural nationalist Nihonjinron discourse, that in the 70s aimed to construct a
Japanese identity defined by its alterity from the “West". Similarly, omotenashi is constructed as a traditional
(and thus exclusive to Japan) concept, unable to be rendered in foreign words. The alien quality of this concept
is further emphasized by Takigawa's gestures; she spells out every syllable with a peculiar gesture of the
hands, and then repeats the word once again, bowing with her hands held together as if she was praying.
Overall the first part of the speech is the most popular one, and it is the reason why the word omotenashi was
premiated with the “Buzzword of the Year” award (Osumi, 2013).

That is the spirit of hospitality without expecting anything in exchange, that has been transmitted to us
from our ancestors and is deeply vooted in our hyper-modern culture. The word omotenashi expresses why
Japanese people help each other and why they think that the guests they are welcoming are important.

Here, Takigawa makes a first reference to the hybrid cultural nationalist discourse which sees Japan as a
hyper-technological, hyper-modern society that is nonetheless spiritually connected to its traditionalist roots.
Once again, the apparently deep links between omotenashi and “Japaneseness” are highlighted.

Takigawa then proceeds to give examples of omotenashi.

Here is a simple example. If by any chance you lost anything in Tokyo, you would almost certainly find it
back. Even money. In fact, last year more than 30 mullion dollars were brought back to the Tokyo Police
Bureau as a lost item. According to a recent survey conducted on 75,000 people who travel the world,
Tokyo is the safest city in the world. Also, according to this survey, Tokyo ranked first even in the following
categories: traffic safety, cleanliness, and the kindness of the taxi drivers.

Safety is a priority concern when organizing mega-events, and they can even become catalysts to pass
new security laws. Here Takigawa is appealing to this, describing Japan's safe environment as directly related
to its unique culture. In what could be presented as a twist on the “futuristic” variant of Japanese nationalism,
the country is presented as an unbelievably hyper-safe environment. She then goes on to describe what in the
nihonjinron discourse is presented as the reason behind Japan's uniqueness.

You can observe these resources in every neighborhood. The traditional oriental culture. Together with top
class occidental shopping and restaurants they are in this town, who has the most Michelin stars in the

2 A video of the speech is available on ANN news'’s Youtube channel at the following link. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6hggygKWwhg (accessed on ??, ??, 201?)
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world; everything is incorporated in the landscape of this futuristic city. (my emphasis).

Here Takigawa slightly changes the topic, going back to the motif of hybridity. In a (self)orientalist twist,
Japan is presented as being the perfect union between “oriental” and “occidental” cultures, providing to the
visiting tourist exotic Japanese entertainment while at the same time offering them the safety of the already
known. Following the reasoning behind her presentation, it is this co-existence of exotic “oriental tradition”
and “foreign innovation” that makes Tokyo “futuristic”. It can be argued that these words have an even
more powerful impact when pronounced by someone that is herself the union between the “oriental” and the
“occidental’”.

Takigawa's hybrid, biracial image resonates with the nationalistic ideology as she is conflated to what is
being constructed as the idealized “futuristic Japan” the biracial body becomes the flesh for the multicultural,
hybrid nationalist ideology tailor-made for the age of globalization. In the international space of competition
that is the Olympic bid, the physical thus becomes a mirroring representation of the ideological.

The Elite Biracial Body as Proxy for “Future Japaneseness”

Being frequently featured in television, both as a newscaster and as a tfarento featured in commercials,
Takigawa is very well known to the audience of Japanese television. Her multicultural background, high
profile announcer career and her endorsement of high-end products mutually reinforce themselves, creating
the image of an elite superwoman. By choosing her as the ambassador for the 2020 Olympics, the Japanese
Olympics Committee, backed by the government, has chosen the “face” of Japan that it wanted to show on
an international arena. Takigawa Christel's biracialism, far from being subversive, becomes the embodiment
of the cultural strategy of blending new and old, “oriental” and “occidental”, and constructing it into a new
national(istic) self-identity. Takigawa's presentation was incredibly successful nation-wide; it could be assumed
that part of this success derives from the fact that she herself is constructed as the perfect mirror for the
nationalist discourse in the subtext of the words she was addressing to the IOC.
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