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The University of Tsukuba Doctoral Program in
International and Advanced Japanese Studies
Entrance Examination
Specialized Subject

(January 29, 2026)
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Answer one preselected question from I to III below.

Write down the question number before you start writing your answer.
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The exam questions start on the next page.



I. ¥ (Law)
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Identify a legal issue related to the name of a person (excluding corporations), compare
the debate on that issue in Japan with the debate outside Japan, and discuss your opinion

based on the results of the comparison.
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Sign languages do not rely on speech sounds, yet they are considered to function as human
languages. Using at least two concrete examples, discuss the grounds on which sign
languages should be regarded as languages rather than gestures. In doing so, refer to at least
three of the following features:

(1) Transitoriness (linguistic expressions disappear immediately after being produced)

(ii) Semanticity (a given form is directly associated with a specific meaning)

(iii) Arbitrariness (the relationship between form and meaning is arbitrary)

(iv) Discreteness (linguistic expressions can be divided into smaller units linked by rules,
and these units are perceived categorically rather than continuously)

(v) Displacement (language can refer to things not physically present or even
nonexistent)

(vi) Duality of patterning (meaningful units are composed of distinct elements, and each
meaningful unit is in turn composed of distinct meaningless elements)

(vii) Prevarication (it is possible to lie or deceive, and to produce meaningless utterances)

-92-



(viii) Learnability (language can be taught and learned)

Finally, also describe in concrete terms how sign languages differ from spoken languages.
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